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Editorial

Historical Research in Central Asia: Analysis and Critique. Scientific Journal is a peer-reviewed biannual 
founded by the Institute of History of Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences in Novosi-
birsk. The journal aims to form and steadily promote objective knowledge about the history of Central 
Asian peoples and states and the role of Russia in their development. The periodical specializes in histo-
riographical reviews, paper summaries, and analytical articles by Russian and foreign authors, and 
post-publication peer review. The journal will contribute to creating a balanced picture of historical re-
search in the neighboring countries, while informing Russian scholars about the latest publications, ma-
jor research directions, and developments in the humanities of the Central Asian states. On the other 
hand, the periodical will communicate research on Central Asia by Russian historians. All in all, the 
journal will complement the few Russian journals on Central Asian history and occupy the highly essen-
tial niche of historiographical analytics among them, as well as provide terrain for bringing together 
specialists from different countries. Articles are published in Russian and English parallel, which makes 
us expect to be included in Russian, Central Asian, and international scientific databases. 

Andrey Savin
Editor-in-Chief

Candidate of Sciences (History)
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REFLECTING UPON HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE IN UZBEKISTAN: 
REALITIES AND PROSPECTS

Abstract. Over the years of independence, historical science in Uzbekistan has evolved from lib-
eration from the ideological frameworks of the Soviet period to the formation of its own method-
ological framework and integration into the international scientific community. Research approach-
es have been significantly updated, thematic and source-based fields have expanded, and interdis-
ciplinary methods have been actively implemented. Significant advances have been made in archae-
ology, allowing for a reconsideration of the chronological framework of the region’s ancient history 
and the identification of new sites and archaeological cultures. Contemporary research covers a 
wide range of topics – from the development of statehood and civilizational processes to the histo-
ry of Islam, Jadidism, the Soviet period, and the ethnogenesis of the Uzbek people. However, meth-
odological and organizational challenges persist: the predominance of political history over social 
history, insufficient transdisciplinarity, weak integration of academic and university research, and 
limited international scientific exchange. A reflection on historical knowledge in Uzbekistan shows 
that the development of historiography requires not only the accumulation of facts but also a re-
thinking of theoretical and methodological foundations and active participation in global scholarly 
dialogue. The future of historical scholarship is seen in combining national research traditions with 
global academic standards and in recognizing the history of Uzbekistan as an integral part of world 
civilization.

Key words: Historical science, historiography, reflection, methodology of history, post-Soviet space, 
Uzbekistan, interdisciplinarity, source studies, historical knowledge, scientific development.

Over the years of independence, historical sci-
ence in Uzbekistan has undergone drastic chang-
es: from abandoning Soviet ideological clichés to 
joining global research community. What has hap-
pened during this time? What have the country’s 
historians achieved? What does society expect 
from their research? Over this period, historical 
research in Uzbekistan has clearly seen a transfor-
mation in methodology, as well as novel fields, 
topics, and problems. The study of history on an 
interdisciplinary basis has intensified, and histo-
riography has been replenished with a new body 
of research in diverse areas. A young generation of 
historians has emerged, who have had the oppor-
tunity to train in the world’s leading research cen-
ters. New textbooks have been created for stu-

dents of history. These days, the role of historical 
knowledge in the spiritual and cultural develop-
ment of society is increasing. What is its dynamics 
like? Let us consider the development of historical 
science in Uzbekistan, its achievements, short-
comings, and prospects using the example of the 
main directions of historiography. In recent years, 
it has been replenished with new sources, archae-
ological data, on the basis of which new conclu-
sions have been drawn. This applies to all periods 
of Uzbek history, including the most ancient ones.

The Stone Age sites discovered on the territory 
of Uzbekistan allow us to date the emergence of 
humans to significantly earlier times than previ-
ous research suggested. For instance, in the 
Obi-Rakhmat grotto in the Tashkent region, ar-

  HISTORIOGRAPHYИ



Dilorom Alimova, Farkhod Maksudov  

Reflecting Upon Historical Knowledge in Uzbekistan: Realities and Prospects
5

chaeologists found skeletal remains of an ancient 
man who lived there 70, 000 years ago. An analy-
sis of archaeological materials has shown that the 
remains belonged to the oldest representative of 
modern man in Central Asia. Thus, this discovery, 
unique on a global scale, sheds light on the pecu-
liarities of human evolution. The Russian Acade-
my of Sciences declared The Obirakhmatian man 
discovered by the Uzbek-Russian archaeological 
expedition Find of the Year1.

By 2010, 10 new Neolithic monuments had 
been discovered around the Neolithic Ayakagytma 
monument, located in the Kyzylkum desert in 
Bukhara region, which made it possible to extend 
the Celteminar culture by more than 3,000 years2.

Over many years of research, a technology has 
been developed for cleaning ancient petroglyphs 
from modern inscriptions. Based on this technolo-
gy, hundreds of ancient images have been cleaned 
at the Sarmishsai site, which is one of the most 
unique rock art monuments not only in Uzbeki-
stan, but also on the scale of Central Asia.

One of the biggest discoveries of Uzbek archae-
ology in recent years has been made near the town 
of Chelek in Samarkand region. It is Kuktepe mon-
ument, the ruins of one of the oldest cities in Cen-
tral Asia. Kuktepe is a one-hectare monumental 
temple and a magnificent palace. In antiquity, the 
sepulchre of the so-called “Saka Princess” was ar-
ranged on its ruined territory. The study of the 
monument has shed light on the religious and sec-
ular views of ancient peoples, their culture, and 
architecture. Based on the material sources, it was 
proved that the ancient settlement of Kuktepe is 
the ruins of the legendary ancient town of Basile-
ia, the second capital of Sogdiana, referred to by 
Greek historians3.

1 Derevyanko A.P., Islamov U.I., Petrin V.T., Suleymanov R.Kh., 
Alimov K., Krivoshapkin A.I., Anokin A.A., Milyutin K.I., Sayful-
laev B.K. Studies of the Ob Rakhmat grotto (Republic of Uz-
bekistan) in 1999 // Problemy arkheologii, ehtnografii, an-
tropologii Sibiri i sopredel’nykh territorii. Novosibirsk, 1999
2 Muhiddin Khudzhanazarov, Karol Szymczak. The neolithic 
stove and the artefacts inside it from Ayakagytma “The Site” 
Kyzyl-kyms, Central Asia // Multas per Gentes et multa per 
saecula. Amici Magistro et collagae sssuuuo Ioanni Christo-
pho Kozlowski Deducant. Pawel Valde – Nowak, Krzysztof 
Sobezyk Marek Nowak, Jaroslaw Zralka (Editors). Krakow 
2018. P. 277-228.
3Isamiddinov M.H. The Origins of the Urban Culture of the Sa-
markand Sogd. Tashkent, 2002; Rapen K., Isamiddinov M., 
Khasanov M. The «Aristocratic» Tomb of Nomads at the Kok-
tepe Settlement Near Samarkand // Arkheologiya i istoriya 

During excavations at the Khumbuztepa monu-
ment in Khorezm region, a monumental Zoroas-
trian temple was discovered. Currently, this tem-
ple, dated to the 6th century BC, is the oldest tem-
ple of the Zoroastrian ecumene. The findings also 
allow a reconstruction of the Zoroastrian funeral 
ritual of the 8th – 4th centuries BC4.

During the excavations of the Akchakhan for-
tress, located in the Republic of Karakalpakstan, a 
temple was also discovered. In its corridors, ar-
chaeologists found wall paintings belonging to an 
unknown dynasty that ruled Khorezm in the 2nd 
century BC – 1st century AD5. On the hill north of 
the Karatepa monument in Old Termez, a magnifi-
cent rectangular Buddhist stupa was excavated 
and thoroughly explored. Yet another artifact is 
ceramic fragments with inscriptions in Brahmi 
and Kharoshti6.

During large-scale excavations at the Baysary-
tepe monument in the village of Sazagan, which is 
in Nurabad district of Samarkand region, archae-
ologists unearthed ruins of an early Antique set-
tlement on the territory of Sogda. It was the first 
discovery of this kind in the region. Among the 
findings was a silver coin, the Seleucus tetradrach-
ma, minted in Ecbatana7.

Tsentral’noi Azii v trudakh frantsuzskikh uchenykh.Vol. 1. 
Samarkand: International Institute for Central Asian Studies, 
2014. pp 70 – 116.
4 Baratov S.R. On the Origins of the Urbanized Culture of An-
cient Khorezm // Arkheologicheskie issledovaniya v Uzbeki-
stane 2017. No. 2(15). pp. 3-24.
5 Yagodin V.N., Betts A.G., Iskanderova A.D., Amirov S.S. The 
Results of Work on the Kazakly-Yatkan Monument (Ak-
shakhan-Kala) in 2013 // Arkheologicheskie issledovaniya v 
Uzbekistane 2013-2014. Samarkand, 2016. Issue 10. pp. 340-
345.
6 Pidaev S.R., Kato K, Mkrtychev T.K. Stone Sculptural Decora-
tion at Karatepa (Excavations of 1988-2000)// SCRIPTA AN-
TIQUA. Voprosy drevnei istorii, filologii, iskusstva i materi-
al’noi kul’tury. Al’manakh. Vol. 3. K yubileyu Ehdvarda Va-
sil’evicha Rtveladze. Moscow, 2014. pp. 574-613.
7 Berdimuradov A.E., Raimkulov A.A., Kholmatov N.U., Fran-
ceschini F., Mantellini S. The Uzbek-Italian archaeological ex-
pedition to Boisaritepa in 2004-2005: Study Results // 
Arkheologicheskie issledovaniya v Uzbekistane – 2003 god. 
Tashkent, 2004. Issue 4. pp. 65-73; Berdimuradov A.E., Raim-
kulov A.A., Kholmatov N.U., Franceschini F. Excavations of the 
Uzbek-Italian Expedition to Boisaritepa in 2004 and 2005 // 
Arkheologicheskie issledovaniya v Uzbekistane 2004-2005 
gody. Tashkent, 2006. Issue 5. pp. 65-73; Berdimuradov A.E., 
Khasanov M., Franceschini F. About Working on Boisaritepa 
in 2007 // Arkheologicheskie issledovaniya v Uzbekistane 
2006-2007 gody. Tashkent, 2009. Issue. 6. pp. 57-65.
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Archaeological investigations at the Paykend 
settlement, a city of merchants of Western Sogd, 
revealed a Zoroastrian sanctuary. Another finding 
was a medieval cathedral mosque with remains of 
a mud brick minaret, dating back to the 10th centu-
ry AD. Both structures are located on the territory 
of the city citadel. The first one is assumed to be 
the ruins of the Paykend temple of fire worship-
pers, referred to in the “Shahnameh” by Firdausi, 
and the second is like the “cathedral mosque with 
a shining mihrab” in the writings of Al–Muqadda-
si. A lavish hoard of copper coins from the 7th – 8th 
centuries was also discovered during the excava-
tions8.

Over a decade of extensive archaeological exca-
vations of the Kafir- Kal settlement, located by the 
Dargom waterway in the southern part of Samar-
kand, about 600 bulls of the Early Medieval period 
have been found. The findings enable researchers 
to localize the ancient town of Rivdad here, the 
country residence of Samarkand rulers during the 
early Middle Ages. Another finding is a wooden 
panel with 46 carved figures. These unique carv-
ings area find of global significance in the archeol-
ogy of Sogd9.

Equally important was the discovery of a palace 
at the Afrasiab settlement, decorated with an en-
tire gallery of murals dating back to the reign of 
the Karakhanids in Samarkand(the 12th century). 
Experts suggest that the king depicted on the 
throne is Khan Usman of the Karakhanid dy
nasty10.

As a result of recent research, archaeologists 
have found steel samples and swords at the 
Akhsiket settlement, the capital of the medie-
val Fergana Valley. In the 10th – 12th centuries, 

8 Mirzaakhmedov J. et al. Report on the Excavations in 
Paykend in 2013 and 2014 // Materialy Bukharskoi 
arkheologicheskoi ehkspeditsii. Issue XIII. St. Petersburg, 
2016; Mirzaakhmedov Zh. et al. The Report on the Excava-
tions in Paykend in 2015 and 2016. // Materialy Bukharskoi 
arkheologicheskoi ehkspeditsii. Issue XIV. St. Petersburg, 
2018.
9 Berdimurodov A.E., Bogomolov G.I., Uno Takao, Begmatov A. 
Bulls with a Buddhist Plot From the Settlement Kampir 
Tepe// O’zbekiston archeologiyasi. 2016. No 2 (13). pp. 51-
60; Berdimurodov A.E., Bogomolov G.I., Uno Takao, Begma-
tov A. Unique Finds from Kampir Tepe Settlement // Fan Va 
Turmush. 2018. No 1-2.
10 Reutova М. La peinture des Ambassadeurs (VII s.) a Samar-
kand: une nouvelle presentation museographigue. L utilisa-
tion du cyclododecane pour la depose de peintures murals // 
Paris, 2017. P. 237-245.

such weapons were considered the highest 
quality steel. These days, they are known all 
over the world under the name “Sword of Da-
mascus”.

In recent years, based on archaeological finds in 
Uzbekistan, new discoveries have been made in 
the field of the history of textile production, in-
cluding sericulture. In particular, the textile re-
mains on the Bronze Age Djarkutan monument 
are more than 3,200 years old; it is the oldest fab-
ric discovered in Central Asia.

Applying modern methods of studying silk re-
mains obtained during the excavations of Mun-
chak-Tepe, researchers demonstrated that silk 
production in the Ferghana Valley dates back to 
the beginning of our era, and in the 3rd – 4th centu-
ries one of sericulture centers was formed on the 
territory of Uzbekistan11.

During the archaeological excavations of the 
Chilhujra monument in Namangan region, it was 
established that in ancient times it was a city with 
an area of 10 hectares, and its origin dates back to 
the 5th century BC. At 2000 meters above sea level, 
the remains of two ancient metallurgical urban 
settlements were discovered12.

Hence, the archeology of Uzbekistan has made 
numerous discoveries, which gave rise to signifi-
cant revision and update to the history of Uzbeki-
stan from antiquity to the late Middle Ages. These 
discoveries were presented at international con-
ferences and recognized by international research 
community.

Uzbek archaeologists, along with historians, 
contributed to determining the age of the ancient 
cities Samarkand, Bukhara, Karshi, Shakhrisabz, 
Khiva, Termez, Tashkent, and Margilan. Besides, 
archaeologists were involved in studying the sci-
entific heritage of Ahmad al-Ferghani, Imam 
al-Maturudi, Imam al-Bukhari, Burkhoniddin 
Marginani, Amir Temur, and Mirzo Ulugbek; they 

11 Matbabaev Bokijon, Feng Zhao, Yang Zhou, Meng Li. Early 
Medival Textiles and Garments of Ferghana Valley. Shanhay, 
2010. 
12 Maksudov F., Frachetti M., Pardaev M. et al. Archaeological 
Research of the Uzbek-American Expedition at the Toshbuloq 
Monument in the Jizzakh Region in 2015 // Ўзбекистонда 
археологик тадқиқотлар. 2015-2017 йиллар. 11 сон. Sa-
markand, 2018; Robert N. Spengler, Farhod Maksudov, Elissa 
Bullion, Ann Merkle, Taylor Hermes, Michael Frachetti. Arbo-
real Crops on the Medieval Silk Road: Archaeobotanical Stud-
ies at Tashbulak. PLOS ONE https://doi.org/10.1371/jour-
nal.pone.0201409 August 14, 2018.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0201409
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0201409
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took an active part in celebrations of those promi-
nent figures’ anniversaries. The celebrations un-
der the auspices of UNESCO demonstrated the 
scale and effectiveness of archeological and his-
torical research in Uzbekistan over the past two 
and a half decades.

Currently, the Institute of Archaeological Re-
search of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan is 
scrupulously mapping and cataloging over 8,000 
archaeological sites. Based on modern technolo-
gies, an extensive database is to be created for 
each of these archaeological sites, and informa-
tion about all monuments of Uzbekistan is to be 
systematized. A new research center– the Nation-
al Center of Archeology of the Academy of Scienc-
es of Uzbekistan – has been established, giving 
rise to new research directions.

During the years of independence, a new re-
search field was formed – the history of statehood 
in Uzbekistan. According to historians, it emerged 
in the late second millennium BC, with ancient ag-
ricultural civilizations at its origins13.

Throughout its history, the statehood of Uzbeki-
stan has known periods of prosperity and rise, 
embodied in the Ancient Khorezm and Kushan 
kingdoms, Kangju, the Hephthalite state, the Tur-
kic Khaganate, the states of the Samanids, Kara-
khanids, Khorezmshakhs, and especially in the era 
of Amir Temur, which set the course for the devel-
opment of the Middle East and India. Scientists 
have found out that even under foreign domi-
nance, the substratum, the core of the statehood, 
remained unchanged. Researchers arrived at this 
conclusion upon finding what principles of gover-
nance were adopted in the region when it was 
part of foreign states, which local features were 
rejected and prohibited, and what the reason for 
the national liberation struggle was. The first spe-
cialized paper on this topic was a monograph on 
the history of Uzbekistan’s statehood, which cov-
ers the period from the second millennium BC to 
the 3rd century AD14. 

13 Rtveladze E.V., Saidov A.KH, Abdullaev E.V. Essays on the 
History of the Civilization of Ancient Uzbekistan: Statehood 
and Law. Tashkent, 2000; Essays on the History of the State-
hood of Uzbekistan. Tashkent: Uzbekistan, 2001; History of 
the Statehood of Uzbekistan. Tashkent: Uzbekistan, 2009. 
Vol. I. 560 p.
14 History of the Statehood of Uzbekistan. Tashkent: Uzbeki-
stan, 2009. Vol. I. 560 p.

The theory of the civilizational approach has 
been widely used in analyzing the statehood as 
well as the history of Uzbekistan in general. That 
was employed in a number of studies on the pecu-
liarities of the development of civilization in the 
ancient period and the early Middle Ages in vari-
ous regions of Central Asia, such as the Kushan 
Empire, the states of Kangju, Davan, Khorezm 
Kingdom, Sogd, Chach, the Hephthalite state, the 
Turkic Khaganate, or Ferghana. There is every 
reason to consider the history of these regions 
with regard to their contribution to world civiliza-
tion since those states of a new type were directly 
connected with China, Iran, and the Byzantine 
Empire15.

Notably, the new archaeological and numismat-
ic data extracted by the leading Uzbek specialists 
also justified this research context16. Central to the 
study of civilizations that developed on the terri-
tory of Central Asia is the role of the Great Silk 

15 Rtveladze E.V. Civilizations, States, and Cultures of Central 
Asia, 2nd Ed., Tashkent, 2008. 300 p. E. Rtveladze E.V. The 
Great Indian Road: From the History of the Most Important 
Trade Routes in Eurasia. St. Petersburg, M., 2012; Suley-
manov R.Kh. The Ancient Nakhshab: The Problem of the 
Civilization of Uzbekistan From the Seventh Century BC to 
the Seventh Century AD. Samarkand-Tashkent, 2000; Shaid-
ullaev SH.B. Northern Bactria in the Early Iron Age. Tash-
kent, 2000; Atakhodjaev A. Turkic-Sogdian Relations in Po-
litical, Socio-economic, and Ethnocultural Processes in the 
Early Middle Ages. Doctoral dissertation. Tashkent, 2011. p. 
59.; Babayarov G. Chach in the Era of the Turkic Khaganate 
(based on numismatic data) / Ўзбекистон тарихи моддий 
маданият ва ёзма манбаларда. Tashkent, 2005. pp. 197-
208.
16 Babayar G., Kubatin A. Ancient Turkic Coins of the Chacha 
Oasis (6th – 8th Centuries)). Tashkent, 2007; Babayar G. Kök-
türk Kağanlığı sikkeleri Kataloğu The Catalogue of coins of 
Turkic Qaghanate. Ankara, 2007; Kubatin A.V. The System of 
Titles of the Turkic Kaganate: Genesis and Continuity. Tash-
kent, 2016; Livshits V.A. Sogdian Epigraphy of Central Asia 
and Jetisu. St. Petersburg: St. Petersburg State University, De-
partment of Philology, 2008; Malikov A.M. Turks in the Cen-
tral Asian Interfluve in the 6th – 8th Centuries. Samarkand, 
2000; Masson V.M. Cultural Genesis of Ancient Central Asia. 
Saint Petersburg, 2006; Musakaeva A.A. Turanian Coins of the 
6th – 8th Centuries. Tashkent, 2013; Rtveladze E.V. Ancient 
and Early Medieval Coins of Historical Regions of Uzbekistan. 
Vol. 1. Tashkent, 2002; Rtveladze E.V. History and Numismat-
ics of Chach (the Second Half of the 3rd – the Middle of the 
8th Century AD). Tashkent, 2006; Babayarov G. The State Sys-
tem of the Western Turkic Kaganate // diss. abstract. Tash-
kent, 2012. 55 p.; Babayar G., Kubatin A. About Сoinage in the 
Western Turkic Khaganate (based on numismatic materials 
of the Tashkent oasis) // Turkology. Turkestan. 2005. No. 6. 
pp. 97-105.
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Road, which was formed and began functioning at 
the end of the 2nd century BC17.

The Great Silk Road, as a system of transconti-
nental and local trade links, protected by the larg-
est ancient states, changed the meaning of Central 
Asian cities for their population and transformed 
the urban structure. This shaped the territories of 
Khorezm, Sogda, as well as Ustrushan, Chacha, 
Ferghana and Tokharistan, as part of the Kangju 
states, and gave rise to new values of the eastern 
civilization of farmers and pastoralists in the Hep-
hthalite State and the Turkic Khaganate. Research 
in this area suggests interaction and syncretism of 
cultures and the contribution of the peoples in-
habiting the two rivers between the Amu Darya 
and the Syr Darya to the civilizations of Central 
Asia and the whole world18.

The next historical period, when the region be-
came part of the Arab Caliphate, has not received 
sufficient coverage. It is only textbooks and a few 
monographs on the history of Islam that address 
this topic19. This epoch’s Arabic-language sources 
are used exclusively in studies on the historical ge-
ography of the region20. The peculiarities of the 
socio-economic situation of the territory are 
awaiting their researchers. As is known, despite 
the rule of the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates, 
the advancement of the local nobility, both indi-

17 Buryakov Yu.F. Bukhara on the Сaravan Routes of Khorasan 
and Transoxiana // ONU. 1997. № 9-10. pp. 45-52; 
Buryakov Y.F., Baipakov K.M., Taschboeva K., Yakubov Y. The 
Cites and Routes of the Great Silk Road. Tashkent: Scharq, 
1999. 128 p.; Buryakov Yu., Gritsina A. Transoxiana on the 
Great Silk Road. Samarkand – Bishkek, 2006. 206 p.; 
Khodzhaev A. The Chinese Factor in Central Asia. Tashkent: 
Fan, 2004. 172 p.; Khodzhaev A. The Great Silk Road. Tash-
kent, 2018, and other publications.
18 Kobzeva O.P. The History of the Studies on the Great Silk 
Road in the Second Half of the 19th – Early 20th Centuries. 
Tashkent: “Zar Qalam”, 2006. 161 p.; Kobzeva O.P., Jalilov O.Z. 
A Few Pages From the History of the Great Silk Road: Silk, 
Spices and Tea. Tashkent, 2013. 140 p.; Kobzeva O.P., Jalilov 
O.Z. Uzbekistan and China on the Reviving Silk Road. Tash-
kent, 2015. 103 p.; Hansen V. The Great Silk Road. Seaport 
Routes Through Central Asia. China-Sogdiana-Persia-Levant. 
Moscow: Tsentrpoligraf, 2014. 477 p.
19 Khasanov A., Komilov N., Uvatov U., Azimov A., Rakhimjo
nov D. Ислом тарихи [History of Islam]. Toshkent: “Toshkent 
islom universiteti” nashrieti-matbaa birlashmasi, 2008; 
Марказий Осиё динлари тарихи. (Муаллифлар жамоаси) 
[The History of the religions of Central Asia. (Team of au-
thors)]. Tashkent, 2006.
20 Kamaliddinov S.S. Historical Geography of Southern Sogd 
and Tokharistan According to Arabic–Language Sources of 
the 9th – Early 13th Centuries. Tashkent: Uzbekiston, 1996.

viduals and dynasties, as leading forces in govern-
ment (Barmakids, Tahirids, Safarids, Samanids) 
began as early as at the end of the 8th century. 
These crucial processes also need special study.

One of the best-developed topics is the spread 
of Islam in Central Asia21. Researchers emphasize 
that when introduced on this territory, which had 
already had rich cultural traditions, Islam contrib-
uted to the birth of a novel philosophy and a new 
model of civilization, to which Western historiog-
raphy refers to as the “Muslim Renaissance”.

Virtually all intellectual domains of the 9th–11th 
centuries are quite thoroughly studied. Among the 
central areas of interest there have been the de-
velopment of science and education, the forma-
tion of the “Mamun Academy”, and its role in the 
spiritual development of society. The contribution 
of Uzbek scientists and educators, e.g., al-
Khwarizmi, Ibn Sino, Beruniy, and Fergani, to 
world science, their role in shaping the intellectu-
al potential of the country, as well as the impor-
tance of madrasahs as advanced educational insti-
tutions, was described based on the sources 
stored at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the 
Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan and other in-
stitutions22. Archaeology has made a significant 

21 Islamization and Sacred Bloodlines in Central Asia. The 
Legacy of Ishaq Bab in the Narrative and Genealogical Tradi-
tions. Volume I. / research, text compilation, translation into 
Russian and English, commentaries and indexes: Zi-
yadov  Sh.u. et al. Almaty-Bloomington: Dyke Press, 2013. 
638 p.; Qoriev O. Ал-мажмуъ ал-Усмоний. Илмий-танқидий 
матн ва таржима [Al-Majmu al-Uthmani (Collection of Os-
man). Critique and translation]. Toshkent: Movarounnar, 
2014. 170. (ҳаммуаллифликда) [coauthored].
22 Хоразм Маъмун академияси [Khorezm Mamun Acade-
my]. A photo album. Toshkent: Sharq, 2006. 168 p.; Akhme-
dov A. Муҳаммад ал-Хоразмий [Muhammad al-Khorezmi]. 
Toshkent: Uzbekiston, 2011. 55 p.; Abu Ali ibn Sino. Тиб 
қонунлари. I-жилд [Canon of medical science. Volume I] / 
Nashrga tayerlovchilar: M. Gasaniy, S.U. Karimova. Toshkent: 
Muharrir, 2013. 688 p.; Abu Ali ibn Sino. Тиб қонунлари. II-
жилд [Canon of medical science. Volume II] / Nashrga tayer-
lovchilar: M. Gasaniy, S.U. Karimov. Toshkent: Navro’z, 2014. 
773 p.; Abu Ali ibn Sino. Тиб қонунлари. III (1) китоб. [Can-
on of medical science. Book III (1)] / Uchinci nashrni tayer-
lovchilar: M. Hasaniy, S. Karimova. Toshkent: Turonzamin 
ziyo, 2015. 750 p.; Bahodirov R.M. “Mafati al-ulum” by Al-
Khorezmi as a Source of Information on the Classification of 
Sciences / Izvestiya natsional’nogo tsentra arkheografii i is-
tochnikovedeniya. Astana, 2011. No. 1. pp. 62-74; Bahod-
irov  R.M. Абу Абдуллоҳ ал-Хоразмийнинг фалсафий 
қарашлари ва унинг илмлар таснифи масаласига 
ёндашуви [Philosophical views of Abu Abdullah al-Khorezmi 
and his approach to the classification of sciences] / Uzbekis-
tonda izhtimoiy-falsafiy fikri tarikhida ilmiy-marifiy goyalar. 
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contribution to these studies, revealing the pivotal 
role of cities as economic, cultural, and research 
centers of the era. Much has been learnt about the 
Islamic heritage, namely, the works of famous 
Muslim theologians, such as al-Bukhari, at-Ter-
miziy, Moturudiy, and Marginoniy23.

However, these publications do not fill the gap 
in the history of the period when Central Asia 
joined the Arab Caliphate. On the list of unex-
plored issues are the formation and implementa-
tion of the new type of statehood, its subsequent 
replacement by the local forms of government, the 
economic conditions, social situation, and peo-
ple’s liberation movement.

On the contrary, research on Amir Temur and 
the Temurids’ era has advanced considerably over 
the past two decades24. The source study has 

Toshkent, 2011. pp 98-129; Ўрта аср Шарқининг буюк 
олим ва мутафаккирлари. Китоб-альбом. [Great scientists 
and thinkers of the medieval East. Album]. Toshkent: Uzbeki-
ston, 2014. 156 p; Gulom Karimiy. Лангар фожиаси [The 
Langar tragedy]. Toshkent: Sharq, 2014. 440 p.; Khodjaev A. 
Фарғона тарихига оид маълумотлар (қадимий ва илк 
ўрта аср Хитой манбаларидан таржималар ва уларга 
шарҳлар) [Information on the history of Ferghana (early me-
dieval Chinese sources: translations and commentaries)]. 
Toshkent, 2013. 186 p.; Abu Rayhan Beruni. Monuments of 
past generations (Chronology) / Translated by M. Salye. Addi-
tions, corrections, preparation for publication, introductory 
article and comments by Ashraf Akhmedov. Tashkent: Fan, 
2014. 800 p.; Muammadrizo Mirob. Огаҳий “Зубдат ат-
таворих” [Zubdat at-tavarikh (“The flower of history”)] / 
Nashrga tayerlovci Khilola Nazirova. Toshkent-Samarkand, 
2015. 306 p.; Buriev O. Марказий Осиё тарихий 
географиясидан лавҳалар (ёзма манбалар тадқиқи ва 
таржималар). Ўқув қўлланма [Essays on the historical ge-
ography of Central Asia (a study of written sources and trans-
lations). (Textbook)]. Toshkent, 2015. 196 p.
23 Qoriev O. Бурҳонуддин Марғиноний. [Burhan al-Din 
al-Marghinani]. Tashkent: Uzbekistan, 2011. 38 p.; Al-Hakim 
at-Termiziy. “Ҳаж ва унинг сирлари” [”Hajj and its se-
crets»]  // Arab tilidan ilmyi izohli tarzhima. Tarzhimon va 
izokhlar muallifi ZH. Khamroqulov. Toshkent: Movarounnahr, 
2015. 160 p.; Al-Hakim at-Termiziy. “Инсон одоби”// Араб 
тилидан илмий изоҳли таржима. Таржимон ва изоҳлар 
муаллифи K. Raqimov [“Human etiquette’. Academic transla-
tion from Arabic with comments. Translated and commented 
by K. Raqimov]. Toshkent, 2015. 120 p.; Usmonov I. N. Ҳаким 
Термизийнинг (ваф. 932 й.) “Наводир ал-усул” асаридан 
[Al-Hakim al-Tirmiziy (d. 932) from “Navodir al-usul”] // Is-
lomda keksalar qadri. Toshkent: “Toshkent islom universitte-
ti” nashriyot matbaa-birlashmasi, 2015. 104 p.
24 Amir Temur in World History. Tashkent: Sharq, 1996. 1st 
ed.; 2nd ed., considerably augmented. Tashkent, 2001. 302 p. 
Темур ва Улугбек даври тарихи. Комуслар Бош 
тахририяти. [History of the period of Timur and Ulugbek]. 
Toshkent, 1996. 263 p.; Buriev O. Темурийлар даври ёзма 
манбаларда Марказий Осиё (тарихий-географик лавҳа

reached a new level: more than a dozen main 
sources, including “Zafarnoma” by Shami, “Zafar-
noma” by Yazdi, “Tuzuki Temur”, the writings of 
Ibn Arabshah, Abdurazzaq Samarqandi, Hafizi 
Abru, Natanziy, Khondamir and other authors, 
have been subjected to a new analysis and trans-
lated into Uzbek and Russian25. In the same years, 

лар) [Central Asia in the written sources of the Timurid era 
(historical and geographical essays)]. Toshkent: O`zbekiston, 
1997. 186 p; Collection of Oriental Manuscripts of the Acade-
my of Sciences of Uzbekistan. History / Comp. D. Yusupova, 
R.  Jalilova. Tashkent: Fan, 1998; Akhmedov B.A., Mukmino-
va R.G., Pugachenkova G.A. Amir Temur. Tashkent: Fan, 1999. 
263 p. Akhmedov A., Rtveladze E.V. Amir Temur’s State and 
Its Management Mechanism // Ocherki po istorii gosudarst-
vennosti Uzbekistana. Tashkent: Sharq, 2001. pp. 84-95; 
Khabibullaev A. Амир Темур ва Ибн Халдун [Amir Temur 
and Ibn Khaldun]. Toshkent, 2004; Yusupova D. JU. The Life 
and Works of Khvandamir. Tashkent: Fan, 2006. 323 p.; Abid-
zhanova D.S. Transoxiana During the Reign of Amir Temur in 
the English-language Historiography of the berunis of the 
20th Century: diss. abstract. Tashkent, 2001; Shamukaramo-
va F.S. The Life and Works of Mirzo Ulugbek in the Historiog-
raphy of the 20th Century. Tashkent: Yangi nashr, 2012. 256 
p. (in Russian and Uzbek).
25 Nizomiddin Shomij. Зафарнома [Zafar-nameh (“The Book 
of Victories”] / Fors tilidan o`giruvchi Yu.Ҳakimzhonov. Tar-
zhimani қajta ishlab, nashrga tajyorlovchi va mas`ul muҳarrir 
A.O`rinboev. Toshkent: O`zbekiston 1996. 528 p.; Abdurazzoқ 
Samarқandij. Матлаи саъдайн ва мажмаи баҳрайн [“Matla` 
as-sa`dajn va madzhma` al-bahrajn” (“The place of the rising 
of two lucky stars and the place of the confluence of two 
seas”).] / Fors tilidan tarzhima va izoҳlar muallifi A. O`rinbo-
ev. II zhild. Birinchi қism. Toshkent, 2008. 632 p.; II zhild. Ik-
kinchi va uchinsi қismlar [Volume II. Parts II and III]. 
Тошкент, 2008. 832 p.; Abu-Tohirhodzha Samarkandij. 
Самария / Forschadan A.Sattorij tarzhimasi. Toshkent: Mer-
os, 1991; Ibn Arabshoh. Амир Темур тарихи. Ажойиб ал-
макдур фи тарихи Таймур (Темур тарихида тақдир 
ажойиботлари) [The story of Amir Temur. Ajaib al-makdur fi 
tarihi Taimur (Miracles of Fate in the tory of Timur)]/ So`z 
boshi, arab tilidan tarzhima va izoҳlarni U. Uvatov tajyorlag-
an. Mas`ul muҳarrir A. O`rinboev. Book I. Toshkent: Mekhnat, 
1992. 328 p.; Book II. 192 p.; Клавихонинг Самаркдндга 
саёхати [Clavijo’s journey to Samarkand] / Rus tilidan tarzhi-
ma, kirish suz va izohlar O. Buriev. Toshkent: Adola , 2004; 
Mirza Muhammad Hajdar. Та`рих-и Рашиди [Ta`rih-i Rashidi 
(Rashidi’s story)] / Introduction, translated from Persian by 
A. Urunbaev, R.P. Jalilova, and L.M. Epifanova. Notes and in-
dexes by R.P. Jalilova and L.M. Epifanova. Tashkent: Fan, 1996. 
728 p.; Muiniddin Natanzij. Мунтахаб ут-таворихи муиний 
[Selected Chronicles by Muin]/ Fors tilidan tarzhima, so`z 
boshi va izohlar muallifi: Ғ.Karimij. Toshkent: O`zbekiston, 
2011; Темур тузуклари [“The Code of Temur”] / Forschadan 
Alihon Soғunij va Ҳabibullo Karamatov tarzhimasi. Toshkent, 
1991. 110 p.; The Code of Temur / Translated by X. Karoma-
tov. Preface, notes and commentary by B. Akhmedov. Tash-
kent: Izdatel’stvo literatury i iskusstva imeni G. Gulyama, 
1999. 352 p.; Hofizi Abru. «Зубдат ат-таворих»дан: «Хазрат 
Сохибкироннинг мутабар насл-насаби хакида» [From 
“Zubdat at-tavorih”: “About the revered lineage of His Majesty 



Historical Research in Central Asia:  

Analysis and Critique. Scientific Journal   № 1 / 2026
10 HISTORIOGRAPHY

“Ziji Guragoni” and “Tarikhi arba ulus” by Mirzo 
Ulugbek were translated and published26.

All this contributed to the fundamental shift in 
the historical science of Uzbekistan from one-sid-
ed interpretations of the period and the personal-
ity of Amir Temur and his descendants to a pro-
found, multidimensional perspective, reflected in 
a large number of monographs and dissertations. 
Almost in parallel with that, a separate branch, 
“Temur studies”, was born, which includes histo-
riography of many countries, such as France, En-
gland, Germany, the USA, Iran, Turkey, Japan, and 
the CIS countries27.

Sahibkiran”]. (translated by O. Buriev) // Anthology: Amir 
Temur va Ulugbek zamondoshlari hotirasida. Toshkent, 1996. 
pp. 289-310; Sharafuddin Ali Yazdi. Зафар-нама. Tashkent, 
1992; Sharafiddin Ali Yazdij. Зафар-нама. Мовароуннахр 
вокеалари. 1360-1370 [“Zafar-nameh. Events in Transoxi-
ana in 1360-1370”] / Mahsus muharir, so`z boshi muallifi va 
nashrga tajyorlovchi A. Urinboev, B. Bo`riev. / Special editors, 
foreword and preparation for publication A. Urinboev, B. Bur-
iev. Toshkent: Kamalak, 1994. 290 p.; Шарофиддин Али 
Йаздий. Sharofiddin Ali Yazdij. Зафарнома [Zafar-nameh 
(“The book of victories”)]. Toshkent: Sharq, 1997. 254 p.; 
Sharaf ad-Din Ali Jazdi. Zafar-nameh / Preface, translation 
from Old Uzbek, commentary, indexes and map by A. Akhme-
dov. Tashkent , 2008. 485 p.
26 Ulugbek Muhammad Taragaj. Зиджи джадиди Гурагони 
[The New Guragan Astronomical tables]. / Introduction, 
translation, commentary, and indexes by A.A. Akhmedov. 
Tashkent, 1994. 457 с.; Mirzo Ulugbek. Тўрт улус тарихи 
[The story of the four uluses] / Fors tilidan B.Aҳmedov, 
N.  Norқulov va M. Ҳasanijlar tarzhimasi. Ma`ul muҳarrir. 
Kirish suzi va izohlar muallifi B. Ahmedov. Toshkent, 1994. 
352 p.
27 Paul Jurgen Forming a Faction. Paper Presented to the 
Timurid-Turkman Symposium. Toronto / Canada, November 
1989; Bodin J. Les six livres de la Republigue, un abrege du 
texte de Г edition de Paris de 1583. Paris, 1993; The Cam-
bridge History of Islam. Calligraphers and Copyist of the 
Timurid Early Safavid Periods” – ed. P. Jackson, Cambridge, 
1968; Rhandamir, tras., Wheeler M. Thackston. Habibu’s si-
yar, Tome three. Sourses of. Oriental Languages and litera-
tures. No.24 Camridge, Mass. USA, 1994; Devin De Weese. Is-
lamization and Native religion in the Golden Horde. 1994; 
Babur-Nama (Vaqayi) Critical Edition based Upon Four Cha-
ghatay Texts with Introduction and Notes / by Eiji Mano. Kyo-
to: Syokado, 1995; Babur-Nama (Vaqayi) Concordance and 
Classified Indexes / by Eiji Mano Kyoto: Syokado,1996; 
Wheeler Thackston The Baburnoma. Memories of Babur, 
Prince and Emperor. Translated, edited and annotated y 
Wheeler M. Thanckston. New York. Oxford 1996; Spuler Ber-
told. Temur // The mongol period. History of the Muslim 
World. – Leide / E. J. Brill 1960, copyright, 1969, 1994; Cen-
tral Asia: the last three centuries of the independency // Last 
Great Muslim Empires History of the Muslim World / – Leiden 
1960, copyright, 1969, 1996; Aubin Jean. Tamerlan a Bag-
dad  // Arabica, 1962. i /3, P. 303–309; Power, Politics and 
religion in Timurid Iran. B. Manz., Cambridge University 
Press, USA, 2007.

In particular, historians gave a well–grounded 
account of Amir Temur’s as a new type of central-
ized union that went beyond the geographical 
boundaries of Central Asia. The features of the 
Timurid judicial and military systems were re-
vealed for the first time. Much was added to the 
study of the cultural renaissance of this period, in-
cluding the development of urban planning, sci-
ence, and education28. An important event was the 
academic publication of a fundamental study on 
the history of Uzbekistan in the era of Amir 
Temur29. However, military campaigns, which had 
a negative impact on the population and econo-
mies of the conquered territories, as well as the 
social structure, ethnic processes, and relations 
between the peoples in the Temurid Empire re-
main underresearched.

Over the recent decades, it is the time between 
the 16th and 19th centuries that has been one of the 
most thoroughly studied periods of Uzbekistan’s 
history. This was facilitated by the publication of 
numerous new sources, on the basis of which a 
number of monographs and dissertations were 
written. New findings on the history of the Bukha-
ra, Khiva, and Kokand khanates were presented, 
particularly on the administrative system, martial 
law and international relations, as well as so-

28 Habibullaev N.N. Ўрта Осиёда қоғоз ишлаб чиқариш 
тарихи Habibullaev N.N. [The history of paper production 
in Central Asia]. Toshkent: Fan, 1992; Boboev H. . 
Ўзбекистонда XIV-XVI асрларда сиёсий ва ҳуқуқий 
таълимотлар [Political and legal doctrines in Uzbekistan in 
the 14th–16th centuries]: diss. thesis. Toshkent, 1993. 48 p.; 
Темур ва Улуғбек даври тарихи [The history of the period 
of Timur and Ulugbek]. Toshkent: Қomuslar Bosh tahririya-
ti, 1996; Mukminova R. Craft and Trade in the Era of Amir 
Temur. Tashkent , 1996; To`htiev I. Темурийлар 
сулоласининг тангалари [Coins of the Timurid dynasty]. 
Toshkent, 1996; Norqulov N. Темурийлар даври 
маданияти тарихидан лавҳалар [Scenes from the cultural 
history of the Timurid era]. Urganch.: Horazm, 1996; Yu-
supova D. Issues of Science and Culture of the Temurid Era 
in the Works of Khondamir // Materialy mezhdunarodnoi 
nauchnoi konferentsii «Rastsvet nauki, kul’tury ehpokhi 
Temuridov». Tashkent−Paris, 1996. pp. 28−36; O`rolov A, 
Hozhihonov M. Темурийлар маънавияти ва маданияти 
[Spirituality and culture of the Timurids]. Samarқand: So`g-
diyona, 1996; Zohidov P. Темур даврининг меъморий 
қаҳкашони [The architectural heyday of Timur’s era]. Tosh-
kent: Sharq, 1996; Pugachenkova G.A. Architectural Heri-
tage of Temur. (In Russian and French). Toshkent: Komus, 
1996. 128 p.; Akhmedov B., Mukminova R., Pugachenkova G. 
Amir Temur. Tashkent: Universitet, 1999. 263 p.
29 The History of Uzbekistan. The Era of Amir Temur and the 
Temurids. 2017. 535 p.
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cio-economic and cultural development. Updated 
were numerous topics, such as the management 
system, military affairs, the ethnic composition of 
the population, the dynasties’ rise to power, the 
introduction of an independent system of govern-
ment, the legitimization of power, the relation-
ships between sedentary and nomadic popula-
tions, or the symbiosis of cultures30. The mono-
graph “The Kokand Khanate: Power, Politics, Reli-
gion” is the first one to examine the role of the Is-
lamic religion and attempt to reconstruct the so-
cio-political and spiritual life of the Kokand 
Khanate31.

A remarkable phenomenon in historiography 
is the integrating monograph “The History of 
Uzbekistan in the 16th – first half of the 19th cen-
turies.” The paper analyzes civilizational devel-
opment, identifying objective and subjective 
causes of crises in the context of the world his-
tory32. It refutes the claims about the exception-
ally regressive state and intense stagnation of 
the Uzbek khanates and their isolation from the 
outside world. This is supported by foreign re-
searchers33. Underresearched are institutions of 
statehood, internal conflicts and internecine 
wars, economics, social structure, and similar 
topics.

30 Sultonova G.N. XVI аср иккинчи ярмида Бухоро 
хонлигининг Қозоқ ва Ёркент хонликлари билан 
алоқалари [Relations of the Bukhara Khanate with the 
Kazakh and Yarkend Khanates in the second half of the 
16th century]:diss. thesis. Toshkent, 2005. 152 p.; Muqi-
mov Z. Шайбонийлар давлати ва ҳуқуқи [Sheibanids’ 
State and Law]. Toshkent: Adolat, 2007. 164 p.; Vakhidov 
S.H. The Development of Historiography in the Kokand 
Khanate in the 19th – early 20th Century: diss. abstract. 
Tashkent, 1998; Masalieva O. The History of the Bukhara, 
Khiva and Kokand Khanates in the Anglo-American Histo-
riography of the 20th Century: diss. abstract. Tashkent, 
1999. 31 p.
31 Babadzhanov B. Kokand Khanate: Power, Politics, Religion. 
Tokyo-Tashkent, 2010. 744 p.
32 The history of Uzbekistan. 16th – the First Half of the 19th 
Century. Tashkent: Fan, 2012. 776 p.
33 See Bregel Yuri. The Role of Central Asia in the History of 
the Muslim East. Institute of Asian and African Affairs. The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Occasional Paper № 20. 
New York, 1980; Scwarz Florian. Ohne Scheich kein Reich – 
Scheibaniden und Naqsbandis in der Darstellung von Mah-
mud ibn Wali // Annäherung an das Fremde: Akten des 26. 
Deutschen Orientalistentages. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner, 1998, 
pp.259-267; Anke Von Kügelgen. Legitimization of the Cen-
tral Asian Mangit Dynasty in the Writings of Their Historians 
(18th – 19th Centuries). Almaty, 2004. p.20; Levi Scott. India, 
Russia and the Eighteenth-Century Transformation of Cen-
tral Asian Caravan Trade.

Admittedly, the best studied period in the histo-
ry of Uzbekistan is the 19th century. During the 
years of independence, it has received an objec-
tive assessment, which is radically different from 
the perspective of Soviet historiography. Papers 
by both Uzbek and Russian historians, ranging 
from dissertations to monographs, dealt with the 
conquest of the Central Asian khanates by the 
Russian Empire and its causes, including the geo-
political ones; the imperial administration and ju-
dicial systems; the tsarist socio-economic and na-
tional policies in Turkestan; the dependency ex-
perienced by the Emirate of Bukhara and the 
Khanate of Khiva34. 

A number of aspects of the region’s history, in-
cluding its transformation into a mere source of 
raw materials for the metropolis, the formation 
of banking capital, industry, tax policy, and trade 
relations, the establishment of the cotton mo-

34 Alymbaev ZH. B. Historiography of the Conquest of 
Turkestan by Russia in the 19th – Early 20th Centu-
ries:diss. abstract. Tashkent, 2001. 31 p.; Urakov D.J. Offi-
cial Reports of the Russian Administration in Turkestan 
as a Historical Source (Late 19th – Early 20th Century): 
diss. abstract. Tashkent, 2005. 26 p.; Pugovkina O.G. The 
History of Turkestan in Russian Historiography: diss. ab-
stract. Tashkent , 2006. 30 с.; G`afforov SH. Тарих ва 
тақдир: Россия империясидан Туркистонга кўчирил
ганлар (XIX асрнинг иккинчи ярми – ХХ аср бошлари) 
[History and fate: migrants from the Russian Empire to 
Turkestan (the second half of the 19th – early 20th centu-
ry)]. Toshkent: Fan, 2006. 224 p.; Makhkamova N. The 
Role of Islam in the Life of Central Asian Society (the Sec-
ond Half of the 19th – Early 20th Century.) Tashkent: Alo-
qachi, 2007. 48 p.; Tillaboev S. Туркистон ўлкасининг 
маъмурий бошқарув тизимида маҳаллий аҳоли 
вакилларининг иштироки [Participation of the local 
population representatives in the administrative system 
of the Turkestan region]. Toshkent: Fan, 2008. 104 p.; 
Shadmanova S. The Coverage of the Socio-Economic and 
Cultural Situation in Turkestan by the Periodical Press 
(1870 – 1917): diss. abstract. Tashkent, 2011. 61 p.; Bru-
sina O.I. Slavs in Central Asia. Ethnic and Social Process-
es: Late 19th – Late 20th Century. Мoscow: Vostochnaya 
Literatura, 2001; Arapov D.Y. The System of State Regula-
tion of Islam in the Russian Empire (the Last Third of the 
18th – Early 20th Century). Мoscow, 2004. 287 p.; Cen-
tral Asia as Part of the Russian Empire. The Outskirts of 
the Russian Empire. Moscow: Novoe Literaturnoe Oboz-
renie, 2008. 464 p.; Glushchenko E.A. Russia in Central 
Asia: Conquests and Transformations. Moscow: Tsentr-
poligraf, 2010. 573 p.; Vasiliev D.V. The Burden of Empire. 
Administrative Policy of Russia in Central Asia. The Sec-
ond Half of the 19th Century. Moscow: Politicheskaya 
ehntsiklopediya, 2018. 638 p.
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nopoly and waqf system, received detailed cover-
age35.

With regard to the socio-cultural areas, re-
searchers addressed urban culture, the social 
composition of the population, as well as the his-
tory of medicine and intellectual heritage. Special 
attention was given to the Turkestan uprisings of 
1868 and 191636.

The history of the conquest of the region by 
Russia and its incorporation into the empire’s eco-

35 Mamazaitova Yu.K. Agriculture of Uzbekistan in the Nation-
al Historical Literature (From Conquest to Independence): 
diss. abstract. Tashkent, 1995; Tashmatov SH.H. Ўзбекис
тонда банк тизимининг шаклланиши ва ривожланиши 
тарихи [History of the formation and development of the 
banking system in Uzbekistan]: diss. abstract. Toshkent, 
2006. 314 p.; Safarov T.T. ХIХ асрнинг иккинчи ярми – 
ХХ аср бошларида Ўрта Осиё савдо йўлари [Central Asian 
trade routes in the second half of the 19th – early 20th centu-
ry]: diss. abstract. Toshkent, 2009. 181 p.; Kurakhmedov A. 
XIX аср иккинчи ярми – XX аср бошларида Самарқанднинг 
иқтисодий ва маданий ҳаёти [The economic and cultural 
life of Samarkand in the second half of the 19th – early 20th 
centuries]. Toshkent: Fan, 2009. 117 p.; Shadmanova S. The 
Coverage of the Socio-Economic and Cultural Situation in 
Turkestan by the Periodical Press (1870 – 1917): diss. ab-
stract. Tashkent, 2011. 61 p.; Fursov K.A. Imperial Economic 
Policy in Russian Turkestan and British India: Similarities 
and Differences // Vostok (Oriens). 2010. № 6. pp. 28-44; 
Tukhtabekov K.A. Чор Россиясининг Биринчи жаҳон 
уруши йилларида Туркистон ўлкасида ўтказган 
иқтисодий сиёсатининг мустамлакачилик моҳияти [The 
colonial nature of tsarist Russia’s economic policy in the 
Turkestan region during the First World War] diss. abstract. 
Toshkent, 2011. 156 p.; Tayronov Y.R. Socio-Political Activity of 
Turkestani Entrepreneurs in the Early 20th Century: diss. ab-
stract. Tashkent, 2011. 27 p.; Ташкент Potapova N.Y. The His-
tory of Entrepreneurship in Turkestan (the Second half of the 
19th – early 20th centuries). Tashkent, 2011; Essays on the 
History of the Formation and Development of Entrepreneur-
ship in Uzbekistan. Tashkent, 2011. 145 p.; Zhumaev U. KH. 
Россия империясининг Туркистондаги солиқ сиёсати
нинг шаклланиши: асосий босқичлари ва тараққиёти 
[Formation of the tax policy of the Russian Empire in Turkes-
tan: main stages of development]: diss. abstract. Toshkent, 
2012. 165 p.; Abdurasulov KH. Bazaars in Turkestani Cities: 
Attempts to Reform and Regulate the Activities of Bazaars by 
the Colonial Authorities (the second half of the 19th – early 
20th century) / O‘zbekiston tarixi. 2015. No 4. pp. 21-28.
36 Ziyaeva D.KH., The National Liberation movement in Turke-
stan in the historiography of the 20th century (problems of 
studying the uprising of 1916 and the Istiklolchilik move-
ment of 1918 – 1924): diss. abstract. Tashkent, 1999. 61 p.; 
Zieeva D.Туркистон миллий озодлик ҳаракати (Мустабид 
тузумга қарши 1916 йил ва 1918-1924 йиллардаги халқ 
курашлари тарихшунослиги) [Turkestani National Libera-
tion Movement (historiography of the people’s struggle 
against the totalitarian regime of 1916 and 1918-1924)]. 
Toshkent, Ғафур Ғулом номидаги Адабиёт ва санъат 
нашриёти, 2000. 174 p., and other sources.

nomic system remain poorly understood. A num-
ber of studies ignore the positive effect of those on 
the national economy of Turkestan, focusing on 
political conflicts. Related materials from the ar-
chives of Russia, which could clarify the relation-
ship between the Turkestan General Government 
and the central authorities, are virtually beyond 
the scope of research.

During the years of independence, the largest 
number of scientific publications addressed the 
history of the cultural movement of “progressives” 
of Turkestan, Bukhara and Khiva (Jadidism) and 
its role in driving society towards renewal, prog-
ress and building a new type of national state-
hood37.

The vision of the Soviet period of Uzbekistan’s 
history has also been radically transformed. His-
torians have focused on the 1920s and 1930s 
with their controversial economic and cultural 
developments. The processes associated with 
the organization of the first sovereign republic of 
Turkiston Mukhtoriyati by the national progres-
sives and its abolition by the Bolsheviks have re-
ceived extensive coverage38. Much attention is 

37 Agzamkhodzhaev S.S. The history of turkestan autonomy 
(Turkiston Mukhtoriyati). Tashkent, Toshkent islom universi-
teti, 2006. 268 p.; Alimova D.A. Religious tolerance and hu-
manistic ideas of the progressive national intelligentsia of 
Turkestan // O`zbekistonning islom tsivilizatsiyasi rivozhiga 
қo`shgan khissasi. Ta`lim, fan va madaniyat bo`iicha islom 
tashkiloti – ISESCO tomonidan Toshkent shaҳrining 2007 
iildagi Islom madaniyati poitakhti deb eh`lon қilinishiga 
bagishlangan khalқaro konferentsiyaga io`nalgan ma`ruzalar 
va tabriklar tezislar to`plami. Toshkent-Samarkand, 2007. pp. 
361-363; Kenzhaev D.M. Islamic Values in the Views of the 
Jadids and Their Concept of a Spiritual Reform of Society: 
diss. abstract. Tashkent, 2007. 30 p.; Tursunov R.N. Views of 
National Progressives on Socio-Economic Processes in Turke-
stan at the Beginning of the 20th Century: diss. abstract. 
Tashkent, 2008. 29 p.; Mad’yarova S. Мухтор Бакир ва унинг 
ижтимоий сиёсий қарашлари [Mukhtar Bakir and his so-
cio-political views] // Ozbekiston tarixi. 2009. No 2. pp. 54-
68; Alimova D.A. History as a Story and a Branch of Knowl-
edge. Vol. 2. The Phenomenon of Jadidism. Tashkent, 2009. 
170 p.; XIX аср охири ХХ аср бошларида Бухородаги 
сиёсий ҳаракатлар ва курашлар [Political movements and 
struggles in Bukhara in the late 19th – early 20th centuries] . 
Bukhoro, 2009. 116 p.; The History of Socio-Cultural Refor-
mation in the Caucasus and Central Asia (19th – early 20th 
century). Samarkand: International Institute for Central 
Asian Studies, 2012. 335 p.
38 Azamkhozhaev S. Туркистон мухторияти [Turkestan Au-
tonomy]. Toshkent: Fan, 1996. 60 p.; Туркистон мустақил
лиги ва бирлиги учун кураш саҳифаларидан [About the 
struggle for Turkistan’s independence and unity]. Toshkent: 
Fan, 1996. 82 p.; Azamkhozhaev S.S. The History of Turkestan 
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paid to the military opposition to the Soviet gov-
ernment and the Red Army, the so-called Basma-
chi Movement. Notably, papers on the latter tend 
to unfairly glorify its leaders, ignoring the crimi-
nal groups within it, internal strife, internecine 
struggle over power, and the lack of agreement 
among the population as to their attitudes to-
wards the movement39.

The establishment of the Uzbek SSR and Soviet 
government policies on the national economy are 
fairly well-studied. Nevertheless, there are still 
not enough papers that analyze the processes of 
the national-territorial demarcation of Central 
Asia, as well as the national policy of the Bolshe-
viks.

The Stalinist repressions in Uzbekistan, the 
liquidation of “former” ones, including repre-
sentatives of national elites, the mass opera-
tions of the NKVD, the aftermath of the collec-
tivization for the region’s agriculture, particu-
larly deportations of the “dispossessed” from 
Uzbekistan, and the introduction of Soviet ide-
ology are extensively studied. There have been a 
number of publications on the history of Uz-
bekistan during the Soviet period. Among them, 
there is “The History of Uzbekistan. Volume II” 
and several monographs related to the early pe-
riod of Soviet history40.

Quite thoroughly explored are cultural matters, 
ethnic and interethnic processes, intellectual his-
tory, in particular, the role of the Academy of Sci-
ences, the intelligentsia of Uzbekistan, the politi-

Autonomy (Turkiston Mukhtoriyati). Tashkent: Toshkent Is-
lom Universiteti, 2006. 268 p.
39 Razhabov K. Мустақил Туркистон фикри учун мужо
далалар (1917-1935 йиллар) [The struggle for the idea of 
independent Turkestan (1917-1935)] . Toshkent: O`zbekis-
ton, 2000. 32 p.; Razhabov K. The Armed Movement against 
the Soviet regime in the Turkestan Region (1918-24): diss. 
thesis. Tashkent, 2005. 64 p.; Razhabov K. Фарғона 
водийсида истиқлолчилик ҳаракати: моҳияти ва асосий 
ривожланиш босқичлари (1918-1924 йиллар) [The inde-
pendence movement in the Ferghana Valley: the nature and 
main stages of development (1918-1924)]. Toshkent: Yangi 
nashr, 2015. 240 p.
40 Ўзбекистоннинг янги тарихи. 2-китоб. Ўзбекистон 
совет мустамлакачилиги даврида [A new history of Uz-
bekistan. Book 2. Uzbekistan during the period of Soviet col-
onization]. Toshkent: Sharq, 2000. 688 p.; Ташкент Turkes-
tan at the Beginning of the 20th Century: on the Origins of 
National Independence. Tashkent: Sharq, 2000. 672 p.; 
Ўзбекистон тарихи (191-1991 йиллари). Т.1. Т. 2 Ташкент: 
[History of Uzbekistan (191-1991). Vol.1. Vol. 2.]. Tashkent: 
O`zbekiston, 2019.

cal trials of the 1920s and 1950s, and environ-
mental issues41. On the other hand, economic de-

41 Mavrulov А. Ҳозирги босқичда Ўзбекистон маданияти: 
ҳолати, муаммолар. Тараққиёт йўналишлари (70-йил 
ўрталари – 90-йиллар [The culture of Uzbekistan at the 
present stage: the situation and problems. Development di-
rections (mid-70s – 90s)]: diss. thesis. Toshkent, 1993. 40 p.; 
Ergasheva YU. Culture of Uzbekistan: the Current Situation, 
Trends and Problems of Development. Tashkent, 1997; Kha-
sanov B. The National Intelligentsia of Uzbekistan and the 
Historical Processes of 1917 – Early 50s. Tashkent, 2000. 
202  p.; Мустақил Ўзбекистон тараққиётининг ғоявий 
асослари [The ideological foundations of the development of 
independent Uzbekistan]. Toshkent: Sharq, 2001. 192 p.; 
Тарих шоҳидлиги ва сабоқлари: чоризм ва совет 
мустамлакачилиги даврида Ўзбекистон миллий 
бойликларининг ўзлаштирилиши [Historical evidence 
available and lessons learnt: the development of Uzbekistan›s 
national wealth during tsarist and Soviet colonialism]. Tosh-
kent: Sharq, 2001. 464 p.; Ўзбекистон этнологияси: янгича 
қарашлар ва ёндашувлар [Ethnology of Uzbekistan: new 
perspectives and approaches] / OzR FA akademigi Karim 
Shoniezov tavalludining 80 iilligiga baғishlangan khalқaro 
ilmii anzhuman materiallari. Toshkent, 2004. 254 p.; Do-
nierov A. Ethnographic Research in Uzbekistan in the 20th 
Century. Tashkent: Yangi asr avlodi, 2005. 332 p.; Ashirov A.
Ўзбек халқининг қадимий эътиқод ва маросимлари [An-
cient beliefs and rituals of the Uzbek people]. Toshkent: Al-
isher Navoii nomidagi O`zbekiston Millii kutubkhona , 2007. 
275 p.; Ethnocultural Processes in a Modern Multiethnic City. 
Tashkent, 2011. 168 p.; ХХ асрда Ўзбекистонда маданий 
ҳаёт тарихидан очерклар: анъаналар, инновациялар ва 
муаммолар [Essays on the history of cultural life in Uzbeki-
stan in the 20th century: traditions, innovations, and prob-
lems]. Toshkent, 2010; Ўзбекистон ҳудудида анъанавий 
этнослараро жараёнлар (XIX аср охири – XX аср бошлари) 
[Traditional interethnic processes in Uzbekistan (late 19th – 
early 20th centuries)]. Toshkent: Yangi nashr, 2011. 152 p.; 
Ўрта Осиё халқларининг этник тарихи ва минтақада юз 
берган демографик жараёнларнинг манбаларда экс 
этиши (XVI – XIX аср биринчи ярми) [The ethnic history of 
the peoples of Central Asia and the reflection of demographic 
processes in the region in historical sources (16th – the first 
half of the 19th century)]. Toshkent: Yangi nashr, 2011. 120 p.; 
Alimova D.A. A Brief History of Public Education in Uzbeki-
stan (from the End of the 19th Century to the Present Day). 
Tashkent, 2012. 60 p.; The History and Historians of Uzbeki-
stan in the 20th Century. Tashkent: NAVRO’Z, 2014; 
Ўзбекистонда таълимнинг ривожланиш тарихи ва 
тарихшунослиги. Очерклар. I-китоб [Essays on the history 
and historiography of the development of education in Uz-
bekistan. Book I]. Toshkent: Tafakkur qanoti, 2016; 
Ўзбекистонда таълимнинг ривожланиш тарихи ва 
тарихшунослиги. Очерклар. II-китоб [Essays on the histo-
ry and historiography of the development of education in Uz-
bekistan. Book II]. Toshkent, Tafakkur qanoti, 2017; Al-
meev R. Museums of Uzbekistan and Socio-Cultural Prospects 
of Their Development. Tashkent: ма Izdatel’stvo Imeni Gafu-
ra Gulyama, 2007. 224 p.; Khaiitov SH. Ўзбек муҳожирлиги 
тарихи (1917-1991 йиллар) [The history of Uzbek emigra-
tion (1917-1991)]. Toshkent: Aby matbyot-konsalt, 2008. 
208 p.; Makhkamova N. The Social structure of society in Uz-
bekistan: Traditions and Transformations (Late 19th centu-
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velopment of Uzbekistan in the 1970s and 1980s, 
the causes of stagnation, the effects of the cotton 
mono-economy, the political crisis of the late 
1980s, and perestroika are at the initial stage of 
research.

It is worth noting that until recently, scholars 
predominantly depicted the Soviet period in the 
history of Uzbekistan in a bad light. There was an 
extensive body of facts collected; however, the ac-
ademic approach to it was not balanced enough. 
The tendency of objective assessment of both neg-
ative and positive processes that took place in Uz-
bekistan during the Soviet time is more typical of 
the latest research.

Over the past two decades, intensive research 
has also been conducted in ethnology. Ethnogene-
sis and ethnic history of Uzbeks became one of the 
main themes of historiography. The beginning of 
studies in this field was laid by the paper “Uzbek 
khalkining shakllanish zharaeni”42. The collective 
historical and ethnological monograph “Uzbeks”, 
as well as a monograph on ethnogenesis and eth-
nic history43, published in both Uzbek and Rus-
sian, are arguably major achievements44. Along 

ry  – 1930s). Tashkent: Aloqachi, 2009. 236 p.; ХХ асрда 
Ўзбекистонда маданий ҳаёт тарихидан очерклар: 
анъаналар, инновациялар ва муаммолар [Essays on the 
History of Cultural Life in Uzbekistan in the 20th Century: Tra-
ditions, Innovations, and Problems]. Toshkent, 2010. 110 p.; 
Davletov S. Ўзбекистондаги экологик вазият ва унинг 
ижтимоий мауммолари (XX асрнинг иккинчи ярми – 
XXI  аср боши) [The environmental situation in Uzbekistan 
and its social problems (the second half of the 20th – early 21st 
century)]. Toshkent: Fan, 2012. 288 p.; The Academy of Sci-
ences in the Intellectual History of Uzbekistan. Tashkent: 
Yangi nashr, 2012. 224 p.; Historical Knowledge in the Con-
text of Intellectual Development of Central Asia. Tashkent, 
2014. 367 p.; Mustafaeva N. ХХ асрда Ўзбекистонда 
маданият ва тафаккур. Тарихшунослик таҳлили [Culture 
and thought in Uzbekistan in the 20th century. Historio-
graphical analysis]. Toshkent: Navro`z, 2014. 334 p.; 
Ўзбекистонда таълимнинг ривожланиш тарихи ва 
тарихшунослиги [History and historiography of the devel-
opment of education in Uzbekistan]. Toshkent: Tafakkur qa-
noti, 2015. 380 p.;. Ziemukhammedov B. Экология: тарих, 
назария ва ҳозирги замон [Ecology: history, theory and mo-
dernity]. Toshkent: Mekhnat, 1990. 79 p.; Mamashakirov S. 
Urbanized Environment or Environmentalized Urbanization. 
Tashkent: Fan, 1991. 157p.
42 Shoniezov K Ўзбек халқининг шаклланиш жараёни [The 
process of formation of the Uzbek people]. Toshkent: Sharq, 
2001. 464 p.
43 The Uzbek People. Moscow: Nauka, 2011. 688 p.; Asqarov 
A. Ўзбек халқининг келиб чиқиш тарихи [The Origin of the 
Uzbek People]. Toshkent: O`zbekiston, 2015. 680 p.
44 Askarov A. The Origin of the Uzbek People. Tashkent, 2018.

with this, research was conducted on historical 
and present-day ethnography of Uzbeks, as well 
as diasporology and interethnic relations.

Religious beliefs and material culture of the Uz-
beks were successfully studied based on the novel 
methods of processing field material45. The first 
steps have been taken in mastering interdisciplin-
ary research46.

Nevertheless, modern Uzbek ethnology has 
certain disadvantages. A rather serious one is the 
limitedness of the subject matter. Most research 
deals with the traditional way of life, the material 
and spiritual culture of Uzbeks, their family ritu-
als, beliefs, and ethnic household traditions. A 
number of studies address the other peoples in-
habiting Uzbekistan, applying an ethnographic 
perspective to those. However, there is virtually 
no research on the theory and methodology of 
ethnology. Arguably, ethnology as such has not 
yet entered a period of full-fledged development. 
There is little interdisciplinary research; the 
problems of national groups, Uzbek anthropolo-
gy, underground culture, and ethnic stereotypes 
need systematic study. Among the areas to be 
tackled urgently are the Uzbek ritual economy 
and identity research.

Another major problem of modern Uzbek histo-
riography is the narrowness and limited territori-
al scope of research. When addressing a certain 
topic, a young researcher usually confines it not 
only to a small chronological frame, but also to a 
certain area of Uzbekistan, one or two regions, or 
several cities. Consequently, there is no room for 
comparative analysis. Meanwhile, over the past 
decades, foreign historiography has been replen-

45 Ashirov A. “Авесто”дан мерос маросимлар [Rituals inher-
ited from the Avesta]. Toshkent: Abdulla Qodirii nomidagi 
khalq merosi nashrieti, 2001. 32 б.; Arifkhanova Z., Zununova 
G. The ritual life of Uzbeks in Tashkent under independence. 
Tashkent, 2006. 92 p.; Ashirov А. Ўзбек халқининг қадимий 
эътиқод ва маросимлари [Ancient beliefs and rituals of the 
Uzbek people]. Alisher Navoii nomidagi O`zbekiston Millii ku-
tubkhonasi, 2007. 275 p.; Zununova G. The Material Culture 
of Uzbeks in Tashkent: the Transformation of Traditions. 
Tashkent: Extremum Press, 2013. 300 p.
46 Ethnocultural Processes in a Modern Multiethnic city. Tash-
kent, 2011. 168 p.; Ўзбекистон ҳудудида анъанавий 
этнослараро жараёнлар (XIX аср охири – XX аср бошлари) 
[Traditional cross-ethnic processes in Uzbekistan (late 19th – 
early 20th centuries)]. Toshkent: Yangi Nashr, 2011. 152 p.; 
Миндон ва миндонликлар [Mindon and Its Inhabitants]. 
Toshkent: Yangi Nashr, 2015. 252 p.
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ished with a large number of publications on the 
history of Central Asia, including Uzbekistan47.

Conclusion

As our historiographical analysis reveals, the 
historical science of modern Uzbekistan, along 
with notable achievements recognized in interna-
tional historical science, there are a number of un-
resolved issues. In the first place, this refers to an-
cient history, which mainly relies on archaeologi-
cal data. Despite major advances in artifact inter-
pretation, Uzbek archaeologists still tend to follow 
theoretical approaches implying attribution of ar-
chaeological cultures to certain ethnocultural 
groups of the ancient era. To identify archaeologi-
cal cultures, the method of comparative typology 
of artifacts is used; as a result, research is mostly 
limited to description followed by typology of 

47 Brower, Daniel. Turkestan and the Fate of the Russian Em-
pire. London and New York: Routledge Curzon, 2002; Crews, 
Robert, For Prophet and Tsar. Islam and Empire in Russia and 
Central Asia. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 
2006; A. Erkinov. “The Andijan Uprising of 1998 and its Lead-
er Dukchi-Ishan Described by Contemporary Poets / TIAS 
Central Eurasian Research Series. – Tokyo: University of To-
kyo, 2009. – No 3 (Foreword: B. Babadjanov); Praying For and 
Against the Tsar: Prayers and Sermons in Russian Dominated 
Khiva and Tsarist Turkestan, Berlin: Klaus Schwarz Verlag, 
2004 (=ANOR 16); Jane Burbank.‘Empire without Imperial-
ism? Ambiguities of Colonization in Tsarist Russia’, AI, 2 (June 
2003) Beyond the Borders: Political and Economic Migra-
tions, Internal and External Exile; Kappeler, A. The Russian 
Empire: A Multiethnic History. London: Longmans, 2001; 
Komatsu H. ‘Dar al-Islam under Russian Rule as Understood 
by Turkestani Muslim Intellectuals’// Tomohiko Uyama (ed.), 
Empire, Islam, and Politics in Central Eurasia (Slavic Research 
Centre, Hokkaido University, 2007), P. 3–21; Dudoignon, 
Stephane (eds.), Islam and Politics in Russia and Central Asia 
(Early Eighteenth to Late Twentieth Centuries). London: Keg-
an Paul, 2001; Khalid A. Culture and Power in Colonial Turke-
stan // Cahiers d’Asie Centrale 17/18, 2009. Le Turkestan 
russe: une colonie comme les autres? P. 413-447; Marshall A. 
The Russian General Staff and Asia, 1800–1917. London: 
Routledge, 2006; Morrison A. Russian Rule in Samarkand, 
1868–1910: A Comparison with British India. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2008; Morrison A. 2012. Sufism, Panisla-
mism, and Information Panic. Nil Sergeevich Lykoshin and 
the aftermath of the Andijan Uprising. Past & Present 214. 
P.  255–304; Sahadeo J.F. ‘Epidemic and Empire: Ethnicity, 
Class and Civilisation in the 1892 Tashkent Cholera Riot’, 
Slavic Review, 64: 1 (Spring 2005), pp. 117–39; Sahadeo J.F. 
Russian Colonial Society in Tashkent 1865-1923. Indiana 
University Press, Bloomington. 2007. 316 р.; Keller Sh. To 
Moscow, not Mecca: The Soviet Campaign against Islam in 
Central Asia. 1917–1941. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 
2001; Everett-Heath, Tom (ed.), Central Asia. Aspects of Tran-
sition. London: Routledge Curzon, 2003.

finds. Thus, Uzbek archaeology is dominated by “ 
unimaginative study of material objects”, where 
description of artifacts often replaces insights into 
the history of social life and the adaptation of man 
and society to the ever-changing natural, so-
cio-economic, and cultural environment. Current-
ly, it is archaeologists who play the role of experts 
on ancient history. Therefore, it is highly essential 
that their work does not end with archaeological 
outcomes, but contributes to constructing a pic-
ture of historical events.

A serious shortcoming of the historical science 
of Uzbekistan is the immaturity of social history, 
manifested in prioritizing political processes over 
social history. This can be attributed to the Soviet 
historiographical tradition, where a scholar study-
ing social history risked being accused of devia-
tion from the accepted ideological patterns.

Other weaknesses are the insufficient use of 
data from related fields and the associated lack of 
transdisciplinarity. There is very little compara-
tive research, let alone any sound analysis of the 
region’s economic history. The problems of popu-
lation and historical demography are under-stud-
ied. There are no papers on historical geography, 
the history of military science, fiscal policies, or 
law as an integral part of statehood. The history of 
Uzbekistan is not personalized; there are few bi-
ographical studies. It is still crucial to create com-
prehensive generalizing papers on the political, 
social, and cultural history of the peoples of Cen-
tral Asia, emphasizing not only the dynamism and 
variability of the historical processes, but also 
their regional characteristics, as well as the rea-
sons for social progress or regress. Of major im-
portance is fundamental research that would rec-
reate a large-scale picture of the cultural past.

As for the recent history of Uzbekistan, one of 
the unresolved issues herein is a historical expla-
nation of religious terrorism, Islamic fundamen-
talism, and other destructive processes of modern 
reality. The problems of transition from one polit-
ical system to another need to be thoroughly stud-
ied drawing on sociological data.

The development of historiography proper is 
an urgent task. Obviously, historiographic re-
search requires a liberal mindset, freedom from 
taboos around any topics or names, extensive gen-
eral knowledge, profound expertise in the related 
literature coupled with critical analysis of its 
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strengths and weaknesses, the ability to consider 
and juxtapose various views and concepts, and in-
sightful thinking, enabling the most accurate cov-
erage of the problem under study. Historians of 
Uzbekistan should make full use of all opportuni-
ties for fostering this branch of historical science.

Besides, there are structural problems. The in-
tegration between historical science and histori-
cal education is weak, which leads to a consider-
able mismatch between the quality of studies 
done in universities and that in research institu-
tions. Sadly, libraries are not adequately provided 
with the latest academic literature, which results 
in students developing interest in sources convey-
ing a distorted view of history.

As we can see, modernizing historical science 
requires a systematic approach to a wide scope of 
tasks. These include the use of international expe-
rience and the integration of historical science of 
Uzbekistan into the global space through fostering 
international contacts, conducting research in col-
laboration with foreign partners, and establishing 
an academic exchange framework. Unfortunately, 
most Uzbek scholars do not strive to consider his-
tory in an international context, limiting their re-
search to internal problems, although the latter go 
far beyond the region. International conferences 
and symposiums are rather rare; consequently, 
foreign colleagues are unaware of the latest devel-

opments in the historical science of Central Asia. 
They are often unfamiliar with the historical liter-
ature published in this region, the value of which 
is in the underlying detailed analysis of local 
sources. The above applies even to the neighbor-
ing countries. In recent decades, there have been 
no major conferences which would bring together 
historians of the region. Nor have any joint proj-
ects been done.

Our country’s historical thought should not ex-
ist in isolation. Therefore, we need scholars who 
would be capable of a dialogue with the outside 
world without a language barrier. To achieve this, 
history departments should offer lecture courses 
in foreign languages and also introduce En-
glish-taught programs. The improvement of his-
torical informatics, the system of accessing prod-
ucts of foreign research centers studying the his-
tory of Uzbekistan, including that through librar-
ies, would also contribute to the development of 
historical knowledge.

Obviously, the history of Uzbekistan is part of 
the global historical process that has developed in 
close cooperation with other Eurasian civiliza-
tions. Therefore, advancement of historical sci-
ence in Uzbekistan would require combined effort 
in its further study. According to the famous max-
im by Marc Bloch, it is only half the truth that a 
sole expert can uncover.
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COTTON AS A FACTOR OF RUSSIAN GEOPOLITICS  
IN CENTRAL ASIA  

(18TH-20TH CENTURIES)

Abstract. This article provides a critical analysis of cotton as a factor in Russian geopolitics in Central 
Asia during the imperial and Soviet periods. The author challenges the established thesis in Soviet histo-
riography that the main reason for Russia’s expansion into the region in the 19th century was economic 
interests, primarily the Russian textile industry’s need for its own cotton raw material. Based on an analy-
sis of documents from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the War Department of the Russian Empire in the 
mid-19th century, including correspondence with the Orenburg Governorate-General, the article demon-
strates that the primary motives for expanding into Central Asia in the 1860s were military-strategic and 
geopolitical in nature. These included ensuring border security, ending raids, displacing British influence, 
and establishing control over the unstable steppe zone. Economic interests related to cotton were second-
ary during this period and were expressed primarily in merchant complaints about the quality of raw 
materials and trade barriers, which they attempted to resolve through diplomatic and economic measures 
rather than military force. Only after the establishment of the Turkestan Governorate-General did the re-
gion’s systematic transformation into the empire’s cotton base begin. It took about 30 years (until 1895) 
for the region to become economically viable thanks to the large-scale introduction of American cotton 
varieties. By the early 20th century, Central Asia supplied approximately half of Russia’s cotton needs.

Key words: cotton, Central Asia, Russian Empire, Turkestan Governorate-General, geopolitics, annex-
ation, economic motives, military-strategic interests.

One of the long-standing controversial issues in 
Russian historiography concerns the motives and 
nature of the annexation of new territories to the 
Russian state. In this work, the author examines a 
relatively short period in the history of the Russian 
Empire—the period of active annexation of Central 
Asia over a period of thirty-one years (1864–1895), 
as well as the period of the USSR (1922–1991) in 
the context of the geopolitical role played by such 
an important strategic raw material as cotton.

It is appropriate to analyze this problem within 
the context of landscape-geographic factors. When 
discussing geopolitical methodology, it is import-
ant to note that landscape-geographic factors have 
always played a significant, and sometimes deci-
sive, role in Russia’s advance into Central Asia. 
However, with rare exceptions, this factor is not 
taken into account when analyzing historical 
events. Thus, the need to ensure civil peace and 
control the security of routes to Central Asia in the 
18th and early 19th centuries led Russia to shift 
from a policy of indirect control over the Kyr-
gyz-Kaisak zhuzes through a system of elected sul-

tans and flying detachments to the establishment 
of fortresses and strongholds in the steppe. These 
were connected into “lines” and “distances” to draw 
restive political elements to the country’s rear and 
to deny access to those political forces beyond Rus-
sia’s control—the Khivans, Kokandis, and British 
agents. This concept became dominant in Russian 
Central Asian policy in 1842–1853 and was per-
sonified in the Orenburg direction by General Vlad-
imir Obruchev, who replaced Adjutant General 
Vasyli Perovsky as Orenburg Governor-General in 
1842. The year 1864 marked a new stage in Rus-
sian geopolitics in Central Asia. From this point on, 
a short but intense and extensive military campaign 
began, culminating in the annexation of more than 
4,000 square kilometers of Central Asian territory 
to Russia and the establishment of the Turkestan 
Governorate-General. This event marks the begin-
ning of a qualitatively new period in relations be-
tween Russia and the peoples of Central Asia.

However, the historiography of the Soviet peri-
od, following the Marxist-Leninist concept of the 
development of productive forces and production 
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relations, stubbornly insisted on the priority of 
economic reasons for the annexation of Central 
Asia to Russia. The basis for this assertion was the 
fact that the country’s light industry accelerated 
its development in the first half of the 19th centu-
ry, leading to rapid capital accumulation. The 
methodological confirmation was Lenin’s concept 
of the development of capitalism in depth and 
breadth, i.e. the spread of its dominance to new 
territories, “capitalism cannot exist and develop 
without the constant expansion of its sphere of 
dominance, without the colonization of new coun-
tries,” he noted. “Manufacturers need a market im-
mediately, and if the backwardness of other as-
pects of the national economy narrows the market 
in the old region, they will seek a market else-
where or in other countries.”1 Even rivalry with 
England in the region was considered only in the 
context of trade competition. The main “stumbling 
block” with England in the region, according to So-
viet researchers, was the textile trade2.

However, the main documents of the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and War Ministry from 
the mid-1850s to 1860s regarding the large-scale 
advance into Central Asia make no mention of the 
occupation of oasis territories to ensure “cotton 
independence” for the domestic textile industry3. 
The same statement applies to operational docu-
ments from the 1864–1868 advance of Russian 
troops to annex the region’s main oases (Chim-
kent, Tashkent, Middle, and Lower Zeravshan) 
and later, during the annexation of the central and 
eastern Fergana Valley4.

Among the economic reasons for possessing a 
particular territory, there are only references to its 
role in supplying the troops with food: “The environs 
of Chimkent, due to their fertility and the develop-
ment of agricultural cultivation, are as important for 
the right flank of the front line as the Alatau district 
is for its left end. These are two granaries, equally 
necessary for feeding the garrisons of the newly ac-

1 Lenin, V.I. Development of Capitalism in Russia. The Process 
of Formation of the Internal Market for Large-Scale Indus-
try // Lenin V.I. Works. Vol. 3. 4th ed. Moscow, 1946, pp. 520-
522.
2 Khalfin, N.A. Russia’s Policy in Central Asia (1847-1868). 
Moscow, 1968, pp. 28-31.
3 Serebryannikov, A.G. Collection of materials for the history 
of the conquest of the Turkestan region. 1864. Part 1. Vol. 17. 
Tashkent, 1914, pp. 201-202.
4 Ibid, pp. 117, 257.

quired region, and until Chimkent is in our hands, we 
cannot count on the security of communications be-
tween Aulieata and Turkestan”5.

What was the Foreign Ministry’s position on the 
possession of the cotton-growing regions of Cen-
tral Asia? The reaction of the Ministry’s Asian De-
partment to the military’s plans to establish a new 
borderline was unambiguous and in line with 
Russia’s overall policy, as defined by this ministry. 
“If we expand our borders solely because we wish 
to annex every warlike nomadic tribe capable of 
raiding, then we are unlikely to ever be able to halt 
our southward advance. It seems that it would be 
more advantageous to either protect the border 
with a fortified line or punish predators with mo-
bile columns <...>. It can hardly be in the govern-
ment’s interests to control the fate of all of Central 
Asia, even reaching as far as Bukhara. Such plans 
have not yet entered, and should hardly enter, into 
our political program, because they would in no 
way be justified by the demands of our trade or by 
general political considerations, and meanwhile 
would involve us in inevitable difficulties.”6 Thus, 
when considering the geopolitical motives of Rus-
sia’s military campaigns of 1865–1867 in Central 
Asia, one cannot help but wonder about the valid-
ity of Soviet historiography’s consistent referenc-
es to economic considerations as the main reasons 
for the annexation of the region.

The motives of both various Russian govern-
ment structures and individual officials repre-
senting commerce are most fully expressed in 
documents that are sometimes little noticed and 
often unfairly forgotten by historians. This was 
typically due to the ideological inconsistency of 
such documents with the official line of Soviet his-
torical scholarship, which was based on the pri-
macy of materialism. For example, Soviet-era his-
toriography considers the Russian textile indus-
try’s need for raw cotton as the primary motive 
for the annexation of Central Asia. However, it is 
confirmed only by the temporary difficulties expe-
rienced by the Ivanovo, Yaroslavl, and Narva facto-
ries because of the lack of high-quality American 
fine-staple cotton due to the American Civil War of 
1861–1865.

5 Ibid, p. 124.
6 Serebryannikov, A.G. Collection of materials for the history 
of the conquest of the Turkestan region. 1865. Part 2. Vol. 20. 
Tashkent, 1914, p. 7.
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This argument do not stand up to serious criti-
cism, firstly because American cotton was success-
fully replaced by equivalent cotton purchased in 
Egypt and British India. Secondly, the industrial cir-
cles of post-reform Russia lacked sufficient influ-
ence over the ruling elite, comprised of the nobility, 
to provoke large-scale, protracted military action in 
their interests. Even contemporaries – researchers 
of Russia’s economic development, also denied the 
influence of the American Civil War as a reason for 
the empire’s expansion in Central Asia7.

Documents from the first half of the 19th centu-
ry, the period of active annexation of Central Asia 
territories into Russia until 1864, which trace the 
interests of Russian industrialists, indicate only fee-
ble attempts to normalize the cotton trade with 
Bukhara through purely economic means. Specifi-
cally, these included organizing a trading partner-
ship, opening a permanent trade mission in the 
Bukhara Khanate, and reducing or eliminating du-
ties on the transit of foreign textile goods. Rather 
illustrative document is the “Note on the Trip to 
Bukhara by Ivan Andreev Bykovsky, a Moscow 2nd 
Guild Merchant’s Son, in 1861”. Bykovsky reported 
that he “was subjected to the following unfavorable 
commercial practices on the part of local authori-
ties”: despite the 1858 interstate agreement 
reached by the embassy of Colonel N. Ignatiev, he 
was charged a 10% duty instead of the prescribed 
5%. The Bukharan authorities took similar actions 
against three other Russian merchants. Bykovsky’s 
attempts to resolve this issue with the Bukharan 
authorities were unsuccessful, and he filed a com-
plaint with the Orenburg Governor-General. He 
proposed the following: “If the Bukharan mer-
chants are constantly expanding the scope of their 
trade with Russia, then it is clear that they find 
profit in this but they create possible obstacles for 
the Russians, wishing to avoid their rivalry. In order 
to protect both the persons and the capital of Rus-
sian subjects who wish to conduct trade in Bukhara 
in the future, I dare to propose the following. Would 
Your Excellency be pleased to invite the Bukharan 
merchants and caravanbashis who have now ar-
rived in Orenburg, to reprimand them for their be-
havior towards me and other Russians, and in the 
future to propose that they provide Russian mer-

7 Bezobrazov V.P. Essays on the Nizhny Novgorod Fair. Mos-
cow, 1865, p. 34.

chants with the same favorable reception that they 
themselves enjoy in Russia. Or otherwise, to expect 
that they, too, in Russia will be deprived of the 
rights and protection that they have constantly en-
joyed until now.”8

Several years later, a group of Russian mer-
chants, including Bykovsky, again drew the atten-
tion of the Orenburg Governor-General Bezak to 
the difficulties in the trade of Central Asian cotton. 
This time, they mentioned the low quality of the 
raw materials, and the merchants requested assis-
tance in acquiring raw materials locally in Bukha-
ra. For this purpose, the Chairman of the Moscow 
branch of the Manufacturing and Commercial 
Councils, A. Khludov, sent his son, Mikhail  
Khludov9, to Bukhara. In his report, “Obstacles to 
Free Trade Encountered by Russian Merchants in 
Bukhara,” dated July 3, 1864, Khludov pointed out 
a number of trade difficulties for Russian mer-
chants: lack of choice of residence and storage lo-
cation; limited freedom to manage one’s capital 
and freedom of postal service; lack of freedom of 
movement within the city of Bukhara. He pro-
posed measures to eliminate them, which includ-
ed purely diplomatic steps10.

As stated in the “Note on Bukhara Cotton,” sub-
mitted by Moscow textile manufacturers to the 
Orenburg Governor-General in 1863, “the poor 
quality of the goods, which is not due to a natural 
defect in the cotton but to failure to clean it of seeds 
and debris, as well as due to poor packaging, reduc-
es its price by another 40 percent. At present, some 
cotton spinners desire to purchase the goods local-
ly, in Bukhara, and deliver them to their factories in 
Russia properly processed. The benefits of this 
business are clear to everyone. At present, all that 
remains is to wish for this project, which is benefi-
cial to Russia, to be carried out. It can succeed even 
more surely through mutual understanding be-
tween the cotton spinners <…> Time is of the es-
sence: machines for cleaning and packaging the 
cotton must be ordered in advance, so that they can 
be in Orenburg no later than September, for onward 
shipment to Bukhara. If we miss another year, we 
will pay millions, as is the case today”11.

8 State Archives of the Orenburg Region (hereinafter referred 
to as GAOR). F. 6. Op. 10. D. 7736. L. 54-55.
9 Ibid. D. 7878, L. 5
10 Ibid. L. 10-11.
11 Ibid. L. 1.
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The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs finally 
expressed the concerns of Russian textile work-
ers. Specifically, the Ministry reported to the Oren-
burg Governor-General on April 8, 1864, that “the 
Minister of Finance reported to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs a complaint from Moscow cotton 
mill owners that Bukharan traders, taking advan-
tage of the shortage of cotton in Russia, had begun 
importing this product half-mixed with cotton 
seeds since 1862, and were also adding stones, old 
blankets, and various rubbish to the bales, so that 
the pood12 of Bukharan cotton sometimes yielded 
barely 15 funts13 of usable cotton. In order to de-
velop our trade with Bukharan, State Secretary 
Reutern drew attention to the need to take mea-
sures to prevent these counterfeits, which would 
harm the Bukharan traders themselves, lowering 
the prices for their cotton and reducing the sales 
of their goods in Russia”14

It’s important to note that this letter from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was sent to Orenburg 
at a time when fighting was already underway in 
the Turkestan region, i.e., the military campaign 
against the Kokand Khanate had begun, marking 
the beginning of the large-scale annexation of 
Central Asia. The document makes no mention of 
securing the interests of the Russian textile indus-
try through military force, which would have been 
quite appropriate had hostilities begun.

Thus, the analysis of historical sources does not 
support the primacy of economic motives in the an-
nexation of Central Asian territory to Russia. Ap-
parently, the theory that these motives predomi-
nated dates back to the Soviet period – viewing 
history through the prism of the development of 
productive forces and production relations. How-
ever, in our opinion, while economic interests in 
gaining control of the region were certainly pres-
ent, the primary motives for over thirty years re-
mained geopolitical, expressed in the very specific 
geopolitical strategy of the Russian Imperial Army.

The incorporation of the Central Asian region 
into the Russian Empire required a certain amount 
of effort to develop the economies of these territo-

12 The pood – is an obsolete Russian unit of mass equal to 40 
funt (Russian pound) (translator’s comment).
13 The Russian pound (funt) is an obsolete Russian unit of 
measurement of mass. It is equal to 409.51718 g (14.445293 
oz) (translator’s comment).
14 GAOR. F. 6. Op. 10. D.7736. L. 14.

ries. However, the military and political significance 
of the new territorial acquisitions long dominated 
economic feasibility: only in 1895, thirty-one years 
after the start of the military campaign in the re-
gion, did Russian Turkestan cease to be economi-
cally unprofitable. This was largely due to the ex-
pansion and development of cotton cultivation15.

The quality of the cotton grown here was very 
low. The short, coarse fiber, low strength, and elas-
ticity of the thread did not satisfy Russian entrepre-
neurs. As a result, starting in the 1860s, experimen-
tal plantations sown with American and Egyptian 
varieties were established in the region. Turkestan 
Governor-General K. Kaufman sent specialists to 
North America to study methods for growing 
high-quality cotton, which yielded positive results.

In this regard, in the 1870s, there were attempts 
to replace the short-fiber, low-yielding local vari-
eties of cotton – guzi (Gossypium herbaceum), 
with varieties of the long-fiber South American 
maritime cotton, Sea Island (Gossypium bar-
badense)16. However, due to the late maturity of 
this cotton, attempts to replace it were unsuccess-
ful and abandoned. In the 1880s, they resumed, 
but this time with early-maturing Mexican cotton 
varieties of the Upland type (Gossypium hirsu-
tum). The results were successful.

By the late 1880s, most of the area in Turkestan 
was sown with American cotton seeds. Over the 
course of five years (from 1886 to 1890), the area 
under cotton increased almost fivefold. From 
1888 to 1913, cotton crops increased in the Ferga-
na region from 37,800 hectares to 304,000 hect-
ares, in the Samarkand region – from 8,700 hect-
ares to 34,500 hectares, and in the Syrdarya re-
gion – from 28,200 hectares to 68,300 hectares. 
The total area of ​​cotton cultivation in Central Asia 
increased from 195 thousand hectares in 1902 to 
385 thousand hectares in 1912. In 1913, the re-
gion produced 684.7 thousand tons (approxi-
mately 42.8 million poods) of raw cotton. Overall, 
the gross cotton harvest in Central Asia increased 
almost sevenfold between 1890 and 1914. The 

15 Peterson, M. K. White Gold Fever: The Quest to Grow Cotton 
in Central Asia. Annual meeting of the American Historical 
Association, Chicago, IL, January 7, 2012. URL: https://www.
researchgate.net/publication/267531279_White_Gold_Fe-
ver_The_Quest_to_Grow_Cotton_in_Central_Asia   
16 Khotamov, N.B. The beginning of sowing of the American cot-
ton variety in Central Asia and the role of Russian banks in its 
development // Historian (Muarrikh). 2023. №. 1 (33). P. 21-34. 
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bulk of this cotton was exported to Russia: 6 mil-
lion poods (96 thousand tons) in 1902 and 14 mil-
lion poods (224 thousand tons) in 1912. The total 
value of cotton exported before the war was esti-
mated at 138 million rubles17.

Turkestan cotton already provided a third of 
Russian consumption in 1900, and 43% in 1910 
(the annual consumption of cotton fiber by the 
Russian textile industry by 1914–1915 reached 
24.64 million poods (394 thousand tons). In the 
1910s, on average, half of Russia’s cotton needs 
were met by supplies from abroad, the other half 
by domestic, mainly Central Asian, production. 
The 1914–1915 season proved to be quite favor-
able, meeting 70% of Russia’s needs: 15.57 mil-
lion poods (249 thousand tons) of cotton fiber 
were exported from Central Asia, and 1.75 million 
poods – from Transcaucasia18.

The Fergana Valley became the main producer of 
Central Asian cotton, accounting for 62% of all cot-
ton shipped to Russia in 1913. By comparison, the 
Syr Darya and Samarkand regions together ac-
counted for only 21.4%. Thanks to the establish-
ment of large-scale production and primary pro-
cessing of cotton, the Fergana region’s level of in-
dustrial development was comparable to the Khar-
kov and Nizhny Novgorod provinces: two-thirds of 
Turkestan’s cotton mills were located here19.

Along with Russian Turkestan, cotton produc-
tion also developed intensively in the Bukhara and 
Khiva khanates. In Bukhara and Khiva, 140,200 
hectares were planted with cotton in 1914, and by 
1915, that figure had risen to 152,600 hectares. Be-
fore the war, Bukhara’s share of Russia’s cotton 
supply, supplied primarily by Bukharan-Jewish 
merchants, was approximately 13%.20 In Khiva, ap-
proximately 16% of all cultivated land was planted 
with cotton in 1909. By the start of World War I, 
two-thirds of Khiva’s cotton fields were sown with 
American varieties. In 1909, 500 thousand poods 

17 Arapov, A.V. Russian Cotton Project in Turkestan. Early 20th 
Century. URL: https://memoryoffuture.blogspot.
com/2011/03/xx.html 
18 Konotopov, M.V., Lembersky, M.N. Development of the cot-
ton industry in Russia 1900-1917 // Innovations and Invest-
ments. 2016. №. 2. P. 69-75.
19 Arapov, A.V. Russian Cotton Project in Turkestan. Early 20th 
Century.
20 Cohoon W. Russian Nationalists’ Misconception of the 
Turkestan Cotton Industry, 1911 //
Anthós. 2013. Vol. 5: Iss. 1, P. 5-31. https://doi.org/10.15760/
anthos.2013.5

(8 thousand tons) of cotton fiber were exported to 
Russia from the Khiva oasis, including the Amu 
Darya department, and in 1915, as many as 900 
thousand poods (14.4 thousand tons) of cotton fi-
ber were sent from the Khiva Khanate to Russia21.

By the 1890s, Central Asia had become Russia’s 
main cotton supplier. However, the expansion of 
cotton cultivation led to a reduction in the area de-
voted to food crops, which led to rising bread prices 
and negatively affected the livelihoods of the local 
population. However, while Russian officials in 
Central Asia pointed out this imbalance in the re-
gion’s economy to St. Petersburg, they themselves 
took no measures to mitigate it, relying on the con-
cept of a unified economic complex within the Rus-
sian Empire, which would allow for the redistribu-
tion of labor and goods across its entire territory22.

The negative consequences of the region’s mono-
culture development became particularly pro-
nounced in the 20th century. It is important to con-
sider that the growth of cotton crops in Central Asia 
was largely achieved at the expense of peasant 
farmland, previously focused on food production, 
including grain cultivation. As a result, Turkestan 
began importing grain in increasing volumes: 4 
million poods (64,000 tons) in 1907 and 12.5 mil-
lion poods (200,000 tons) in 1914. The Fergana Val-
ley naturally became the main consumer of grain23.

With the outbreak of World War I, cotton sup-
plies to Russia from abroad decreased, which in-
creased the demand for Turkestan cotton and, ac-
cordingly, the price of a pood of Central Asian cot-
ton fiber increased: in 1913 it was 24 rubles, then 
in 1915 it reached 32 rubles (+ 33%), and in 
1916  – 36 rubles (+ 50%). This circumstance 
prompted the population to further expand cotton 
cultivation. In 1914, the area under cotton in 
Turkestan occupied 502 thousand hectares, then 
in 1915 – 570.7 thousand hectares (according to 
other sources – 524 thousand hectares), and in 
1916 – 582.1 thousand hectares, which amounted 
to 16% of all cultivated land in Turkestan. Howev-

21 Arapov A.V. Pre-revolutionary Turkestan. The Cotton In-
dustry under the Control of Foreign Capital. URL: http://
memoryoffuture.blogspot.com/2011/03/xx.html 
22 Mamadaliev, I. A. Economic crisis as a factor of social destabili-
zation: Turkestan in the late 19th – early 20th centuries // Bul-
letin of the Tajik State University of Law, Business and Politics. 
Humanitarian Sciences Series. 2013. No. 2 (54). P. 213-224.
23 Ibid.
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er, there was no further increase in Turkestan cot-
ton production during the war24.

A serious problem associated with the war, which 
had a painful impact on the majority of the popula-
tion in Central Asia, was the significant reduction in 
imports of grain and industrial consumer goods 
from Russia due to the decline in their production 
because of the mass conscription of Russian peas-
ants and workers to the front in 1914–1916. As a 
result, the price of bread rose faster than the price of 
cotton: by 100% in 1915, and by 400% in 1916. The 
catastrophic bread shortage was exacerbated by 
shortages of sugar and textiles. Reduced grain sup-
plies and rationed cotton prices led to a decline in 
cotton sowing. As a result, beginning in 1916–1917, 
cotton cultivation began to decline. In 1916, spring 
cotton sowings were at their peak, but due to the ini-
tial conscription of local populations for work on the 
home front and the associated unrest, the actual au-
tumn cotton harvest was lower than in previous 
years. In Bukhara and Khiva, the area under cotton 
cultivation declined from 147,000 hectares in 1916 
to 86,500 hectares in 1917.

From late 1917 to early 1918, economic policy in 
Turkestan came under the purview of the Soviet 
government. Given its strategic importance, the 
cotton industry was at the center of the Soviet gov-
ernment’s economic concerns in Turkestan. On 
February 28, 1918, the Council of People’s Commis-
sars of Turkestan issued a decree nationalizing all 
cotton reserves. Since this alarmed the peasant 
farmers, a few days later an additional order fol-
lowed stating that this did not apply to workers’ 
cotton reserves. Then, on March 5, 1918, a decree 
was issued nationalizing cotton and related indus-
tries, such as “oil mills, soap factories, and cotton 
factories, as well as trading enterprises for the pur-
chase of raw materials and manufactured goods.” 
Among other things, 296 cotton gins and 5 cotton 
factories were nationalized at that time25. 

The nationalization of the cotton industry be-
gan a few weeks after the defeat of the Kokand Au-
tonomous Republic. Both of these events political-

24 Arapov, A.V. Russian Cotton Project in Turkestan. Early 20th 
Century.
25 Decree of the Council of People’s Commissars of the Turke-
stan Territory on the nationalization of the cotton industry. 
March 5, 1918 // Nasha Gazeta, the body of the Executive 
Committee of the Tashkent Council of Workers’ and Soldiers’ 
Deputies, №. 43, March 7, 1918.

ly liquidated the large businesses of Turkestan’s 
cotton magnates, forcing them to seek emigration 
and capital transfers outside of Russia. A signifi-
cant portion of their cotton reserves was by then 
hidden, including in Russia itself, Turkestan, and 
Bukhara26. Due to the deteriorating military and 
political situation in central Russia, as well as the 
blockade of communications with Turkestan via 
Orenburg and Krasnovodsk, cotton from Central 
Asia could not be shipped in sufficient quantities 
in 1918, leading to a halt in textile production in 
Russia. For similar reasons, desperately needed 
grain was also not delivered to Central Asia. This 
is evidenced not only by economists’ research but 
also by the recollections of local residents27.

The Soviet Union, as the geopolitical successor to 
the Russian Empire, continued the agricultural pol-
icies of its predecessor, further skewing the agricul-
tural production bias toward cotton. From the 
1920s to the 1950s, this was driven not only by the 
need to obtain raw materials for the textile indus-
try but also by the need to produce high-quality 
gunpowder for small arms and rocket fuel28. How-
ever, by the 1960s, such a need for the defense in-
dustry had disappeared due to technological ad-
vances. Nevertheless, by the Perestroika time, raw 
cotton harvests reached six million tons in Uzbeki-
stan alone and one million tons in Tajikistan. Virtu-
ally all the arable land in the Central Asian oases 
was devoted to cotton cultivation. With the collapse 
of the USSR, this disparity had a detrimental effect 
on the food supply of Central Asian countries.

After the collapse of the USSR, the cotton-growing 
zone found itself outside Russia’s borders. Russia 
found itself without its own cotton and was forced to 
purchase it abroad, primarily from the former Soviet 
republics of Uzbekistan (45%), Turkmenistan (7%), 
Kazakhstan (5%), and Tajikistan (4%), as well as 
China (15%). Currently, although purchasing cotton 
from Central Asia is not vital for Russia, the issue of 
ensuring an uninterrupted supply of this raw mate-

26 Arapov, A.V. Russian Cotton Project in Turkestan. Early 20th 
Century.
27 Dubovitsky, V.V. Andrey Evlampievich Madji. Half a Century of 
Scientific Research in Central Asia. Dushanbe, 2018. Pp. 29-32.
28 Isaev, A.V. Gunpowder and Ammunition Production as a 
Bottleneck in the Soviet Military Economy and Its Impact on 
Armed Struggle in 1941–1945 // Bulletin of Volgograd State 
University. Series 4, History. Regional Studies. International 
Relations. 2025. Vol. 30, No. 2. Pp. 21–30. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.15688/jvolsu4.2025.2.2



Historical Research in Central Asia:  

Analysis and Critique. Scientific Journal   № 1 / 2026
30 CENTRAL ASIA IN THE IMPERIAL PERIOD

rial for the domestic textile industry nonetheless 
arises29. Purchasing Central Asian cotton in the re-
quired quantities is currently impossible for Russia 
due to both a sharp decline in local production (in 
Tajikistan, by two-thirds of the 1988 volume) and 
the deterioration in the quality of cotton fiber due to 
the cessation of local seed production30.

One way for finding new sources of cotton fiber 
could be cotton cultivation in southern Russia. On 
January 31, 2018, at the All-Russian Agronomic Con-
ference, the Ministry of Agriculture announced that 

29 Shiotani M. Russian Preference for Red Printed Cotton from 
Central Asia and Industrialization. The Asian review of World His-
tories, 2020. 9(1), P. 4-23. DOI: 10.1163/22879811-12340083
30 Baliev, A. The cotton problem in Russia: causes and conse-
quences before and after the collapse of the USSR // Mili-
tary-political analytics Internet journal. URL: https://vpoan-
alytics.com/vooruzhenie-i-tekhnika/khlopkovaya-proble-
ma-v-rossii-prichiny-i-posledstviya-do-i-posle-raspada-sssr/

Russia would begin industrial cultivation this year 
and harvest its first cotton crop of a specially select-
ed “northern” variety. Currently, approximately 
250,000 tons of cotton fiber are required to meet ful-
ly Russia’s needs. To achieve this volume, large areas, 
approximately 300,000 hectares, are required31.

In conclusion, it can be stated that cotton’s role in 
Russia’s geopolitics regarding Central Asia has never 
been decisive. Possession or control over this region 
was driven by military and political goals in the Mid-
dle East. An aberration in the assessment of the rea-
sons for the Russian Empire’s expansion into the re-
gion occurred in Soviet historiography precisely at a 
time when the region truly played a key role in pro-
viding the country with this raw material.

31 Russia will receive domestic cotton this year // Vedomosti. 
January 31, 2018. URL: https://www.vedomosti.ru/busi-
ness/news/2018/01/31/749543-hlopok 
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official newspaper of the Orenburg and Omsk dioceses in the Steppe Region during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. The author considers these publications as an instrument for implementing imperial reli-
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superficial nature of Islamization among the Kazakhs and preserve them for potential Christianization. 
The primary method focused on criticizing “pagan” remnants among the Muslim nomads. With the begin-
ning of the 20th century, due to the rise of the all-Russian Muslim movement, the tone of the publications 
changed dramatically. They assumed the style of tendentious articles aimed at the direct discreditation of 
Islam. The focus of criticism shifted toward the personality of Muhammad, the content of the Quran, and 
Islamic dogmas and social norms. These publications were designed to foster persistent negative stereo-
types and phobias among the Orthodox flock. The author also notes a difference in the approaches of the 
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The active institutional development of the 
Russian Orthodox Church in the Steppe Region 
was associated with peasant migration from Euro-
pean Russia to the Asian part of the country and 
the resulting increase in the Orthodox population 
in the region. In the 1980s and 1990s, the dioce-
san-territorial and church-parish division of the 
Steppe Region was completed. By this time, a net-
work of monastic, school, religious education, and 
religious charitable and missionary structures 
had been established1. In line with pan-Russian 
church trends, the publication of the Eparchial 
Bulletin—official journals published two to four 
times per month—was a mandatory element of 

1 For more details see: Lysenko Yu.A. Essays on the History of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in Kazakhstan (18th – early 
20th centuries). Barnaul, 2011. 

the activities of the Orenburg and Omsk dioceses 
of the Steppe Region.

The subject matter of the Orenburg and Omsk 
Eparchial Bulletin was quite diverse. In addition to 
issues of diocesan development, it also covered 
topics related to the socio-political, cultural, and 
economic life of the Steppe Region. The editors of 
the Eparchial Bulletin paid considerable attention 
to Islamic topics, reflecting the specific ethnoreli-
gious situation in the region. The editorial board 
of the Eparchial Bulletin gave considerable atten-
tion to Islamic topics, which was due to the pecu-
liarities of the ethnoreligious situation in the re-
gion. Despite the mass migration of the Orthodox 
East Slavic population to the Turgay, Akmola, 
Semipalatinsk and Semirechye regions, the major-
ity of the population here continued to be Muslim 
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Kazakhs. In line with the objectives of imperial re-
ligious policy aimed at reducing the influence of 
Islam within the borders of the Kazakh steppe and 
spreading Christianity among its inhabitants, Kyr-
gyz Orthodox/anti-Islamic missions appeared in 
the Orenburg and Omsk dioceses2.

Publications on Islamic topics in the Eparchial 
Bulletin formed part of the extensive literature on 
Islamic studies that developed in the Russian Em-
pire throughout the 19th century. This literature 
included both individual, specialized “missionary 
anti-Muslim collections”, published by the Kazan 
Theological Academy, and a vast array of Ortho-
dox Church periodicals: The Orthodox Interlocutor, 
Works of the Kyiv Theological Academy, Soul-Bene-
ficial Reading, A Guide for Rural Pastors, The Ortho-
dox Evangelist, Theological Herald, The Church 
Parish School, The Helmsman, and Missionary Re-
view.

The first publications on Islamic topics in the 
Eparchial News were directly linked to the begin-
ning of the activities of the Kyrgyz Orthodox mis-
sions in the Kazakh steppe. Since the first such 
mission was established in the Altai Mountain 
District in the early 1880s and was subordinate to 
the Tomsk Diocese, it was its Eparchial Bulletin 
that first began publishing articles on anti-Islamic 
themes. The Orenburg and Omsk Dioceses then 
picked up the baton. Publications on this issue in-
cluded official reports on the activities of the Kyr-
gyz missions, the Diocesan Committees of the Or-
thodox Missionary Society, as well as Notes by in-
dividual missionaries with their personal obser-
vations of the Islamization of Kazakh society and 
the role of Islam in the social life of nomads.

The analysis of Islamic publications in the 
Steppe Region’s Eparchial Bulletin can identify 
their characteristics and the range of issues dis-
cussed. In the 1880s and 1890s, the primary goal 
of these publications was to demonstrate the 
harmful effects of the spread of Islam among the 
Kazakh population. This criticism was leveled at 
the religious policies of the Russian Empire at the 
turn of the 18th and 19th centuries, which aimed 
to spread Islam among Kazakh cattle breeders 
through administrative means. The authors of 
these materials emphasized the need to quickly 

2 For more details, see: Missionary work of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church in Kazakhstan (second half of the 19th – early 
20th centuries). Barnaul, 2010.

free the nomads from the influence of Muslim 
preachers and organize Orthodox missionary 
work among them. Thus, virtually every “Activity 
Report” of the missionaries of the Kirghiz Mission 
of the Tomsk Diocese from 1882 to 1895 empha-
sized the idea that, at this stage, no profound 
transformation of the traditional religious con-
sciousness of Kazakh nomads had occurred under 
the influence of Islam. This idea was often sup-
ported by ethnographic descriptions of pagan rit-
uals and cults of the life and calendar cycles, espe-
cially funeral feasts and equestrian races (baiga) 
among those Kazakhs who professed Islam.

Stefan Borisov, a missionary from the Bolshena-
rym camp of the Kirghiz Mission of the Tomsk Di-
ocese, wrote in his Notes in 1891: “<...> the Kirghiz 
have very little knowledge of Islam, and the knowl-
edge that most of them possess is no more than a 
circle of ritual prescriptions of the Koran. <...> The 
Kirghiz are devoted to Islam as much as a person 
can be devoted to his faith, and there is no fanati-
cism in them at all. By their nature, the Kirghiz 
cannot be fanatics, and this is our good fortune! 
<...> they lack the characteristic steadfastness and 
determination that distinguishes the Tatars, 
Turks, and other fanatical Muslims. However, Is-
lam is capable of re-educating the Kyrgyz, if only it 
is allowed into the steppe in full force.”3 In 1891, 
the Tomsk Eparchial Bulletin noted, “the Kirghiz 
are still Muslims only in name. Nevertheless, Mus-
lim fanaticism, through the influence of Central 
Asian Muslims, is beginning to engulf this tribe. 
The Kirghiz Mission must, for the first time, <…> 
halt the spread of this contagion, which, however, 
is impossible without the external assistance of 
government authorities.”4

According to clergy, the main task of the state, 
called upon to assist Kyrgyz missions in the fight 
against Islam, should have been to encourage pa-
gans and Muslims to convert to the Orthodox 
Church. However, the missionaries assessed the 
government’s efforts in this direction extremely 
negatively. Thus, in the Tomsk Eparchial Bulletin of 
1886, it was stated, for example, that converting to 
Orthodoxy was “not only unprofitable, but also 
quite detrimental,” since before baptism a pagan 
or Muslim “lives freely in his nomadic camp, car-

3 State Archives of Altai Krai (hereinafter referred to as 
GA AK). F. 164. Op. 1. D. 48. L. 32 ob.
4 Tomsk Eparchial Bulletin. 1891. May 1. No. 9. P. 20.
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ing only about paying the three-ruble yasak.” Hav-
ing converted to Orthodoxy, he had to pay “in ad-
dition to the yasak, 1) for the repair of communi-
cation routes, 2) for the hiring of an interpreter for 
officials, 3) for the construction of a mortuary, 
4) he is not exempt from maintaining the parish 
clergy and church schools, 5) the hiring of watch-
men for his parish church.”5 Therefore, priests in-
sisted on preserving for new converts only those 
taxes that they paid before adopting Christianity6.

A characteristic feature of publications on an-
ti-Islamic themes in the Steppe Region’s Eparchial 
Bulletin in the 1880s and 1890s was that many of 
them were a kind of missionary travelogues, writ-
ten in the adventure-romantic genre. They de-
scribed the various difficulties that missionaries 
encountered during their travels across the Ka-
zakh steppe, their overcoming of these difficulties, 
their encounters with the locals, and the inevita-
ble successes that awaited the missionaries in 
their work of preaching the word of God.

In the early 20th century, with the increased ac-
tivity and integration of Kazakh Muslims into the 
all-Russian Muslim movement, particularly during 
the First Russian Revolution of 1905–1907, the 
content and focus of Islamic topics in the Steppe 
Region’s Eparchial News. There was also a quanti-
tative increase in the number of publications on 
this topic, particularly in the Orenburg Eparchial 
News. This was explained, in our opinion, by the 
proximity to this diocese of the largest Islamic 
centers of the Russian Empire – Orenburg, Kazan, 
Ufa, and Samara.

The content of these publications has under-
gone a significant transformation. They were no 
longer fictional, but rather scholarly and analyti-
cal articles, addressing a wide range of controver-
sial issues in Islamic studies. Most of the authors 
presented their information inaccurately and 
vaguely, using an associative form of presentation, 
a one-sided presentation of substantive-factual 
and substantive-conceptual information, and used 
an ironic attitude towards certain Muslim phe-
nomena, negatively evaluative, and sometimes de-
rogatory epithets. Essentially, articles on Islamic 
topics intended to have a profound impact on the 
public consciousness and to form negative stereo-

5 Tomsk Eparchial Bulletin. 1886. May 15. No. 10. P. 9.
6 Ibid. P. 10.

types about Russian Islam and an aggressive atti-
tude toward it among the readers. 

The main discourse centered on proving the 
“falsity and emptiness of the Muhammadan reli-
gion”. The history of the origin and development 
of Islam was examined within this framework. 
Emphasis was placed on comparing individual 
facts presented in the Quran with biblical stories, 
leading to the conclusion that the Quran borrowed 
many biblical stories and, accordingly, the superi-
ority of the Bible and Christianity over the Quran 
and Islam7.

The Quran was described as a «chaotic mixture 
of the most diverse decrees, instructions and say-
ings» instilling «only hatred and contempt for all 
peoples who do not recognize Muhammad as the 
messenger of God»8. In this regard, a good illustra-
tion is the article by the anti-Muslim missionary of 
the Orenburg diocese K. Merkuriev The Quran is 
not a divine revelation9, presenting a comparative 
analysis of the Bible and the Quran. According to 
the author, any Divine revelation must have cer-
tain characteristics, which he included: «1) truth 
– the absence of lies and deception in it; 2) immu-
tability – the absence of contradictions; 3) clarity 
and certainty – the absence of doubts and hesita-
tions in the presentation of the truth of faith and 
practice; 4) loftiness and salvation – the absence 
of petty rules and regulations, absurdities and in-
consistencies contrary to the true concept of God, 
common sense and moral sense of man»10.

Merkuriev’s further reasoning was aimed at 
finding all four features that characterize Divine 
Scripture, as applied to the Quran. During the 
analysis, the Quran was not recognized as truthful 
on the grounds that it «reports events that are ir-
reconcilable with biblical events» and ascribed 
«to the ranks of prophets not only persons whose 
prophetic dignity is not attested in the Holy Scrip-
ture <…> but even idolaters <…> while there is no 
mention of the most important of the Old Testa-
ment prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Da
niel), their teachings and prophecies»11.

According to K. Merkuriev, the Quran is full of 
contradictions, «whose number reaches 225». 

7 Batunsky M.A. Russia and Islam. T. 2. M., 2003. P. 209.
8 Orenburg Eparchial News. 1913. June 15. No. 12. P. 165.
9 Ibid. January 1. No. 1. Pp. 6–11.
10 Ibid. P. 6.
11 Ibid.
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Furthermore, the missionary pointed out that «in 
its exposition of dogmatic and moral truths, the 
Quran allows for doubt and indecision <...> For ex-
ample, when speaking of the future life, Muham-
mad hesitates to acknowledge the eternity and 
immutability of Fate’s decisions regarding the fi-
nal fate of the righteous and sinners». According 
to the missionary, expressions such as «perhaps 
you will be pardoned», «perhaps you will be hap-
py», «perhaps you will be pious», and so on, are 
unacceptable for true Divine revelation.

Finally, K. Merkuriev noted numerous stories 
from Muhammad’s personal life that, in his opin-
ion, are inappropriate in any divine message. In 
conclusion, the author states that «the Quran does 
not satisfy any of the above-mentioned criteria of 
divine revelation: as we see, it contains many un-
truths, contradictions, petty prescriptions, absur-
dities, and inconsistencies—and therefore it is not 
the word of God, not divine revelation»12.

The Eparchial News of the Steppe Region paid 
considerable attention to the figure of the founder 
of Islam himself, Muhammad. He was called noth-
ing less than «a false prophet who distorted the 
Christian truth about the incarnation of God the 
Word to the point of outrageous absurdity».

In a 1913 issue of the Orenburg Eparchial News, 
the following was written about him: «Moham-
med, imbued with egoism, his whole being and 
every thought tied to the earthly and sensual, 
could leave nothing sublime for his followers, 
nothing founded on moral principles. <...> The fi-
ery nature of the power-hungry and egotistical 
Mohammed so ignited in him a thirst to become a 
famous, fame-sounding man in the world that, for 
this purpose, he did not hesitate to call all his 
grave misdeeds on the prophetic path, the unbri-
dled will of passion, a law from heaven»13. From 
this, the conclusion was drawn about the total 
perniciousness of Islam for Muslims themselves 
and for the Kazakhs who fell under its influence.

A separate focus of the Eparchial News of the 
Steppe Region in the early 20th century should be 
considered the analysis of the Russian Empire’s 
religious policy toward Islam. This policy was 
harshly criticized, and the authors considered it 
extremely liberal, even to a certain extent permis-

12 Ibid. P. 11.
13 Ibid. №. 12. June 15. P. 164–165.

sive, since it failed to counter the spread of Islam 
in the steppe, «the extremely hostile Christianity 
of the Quran and other harmful Muslim books».

Missionaries from the Kyrgyz religious mis-
sions of the Orenburg and Omsk dioceses, work-
ing among Kazakhs, constantly emphasized that 
Islamization had brought no positive benefits to 
the Kazakh nomads. In their annual «Activity Re-
ports», they frequently cited lengthy conversa-
tions with elderly Kazakhs, who claimed that Is-
lam had contributed to the decline of morals 
among Kazakh youth, fostering vices such as 
drunkenness, debauchery, disrespect for elders, 
and so on. The missionaries emphasized that the 
Tatar mullahs working in schools were unable to 
provide a proper education for Kazakh youth, as 
they taught in Arabic, a language unfamiliar to Ka-
zakhs, and reduced the learning process to rote 
memorization of the Quran14.

Such arguments served as the basis for another 
trend in publications on Islam in the Eparchial 
News: its stagnation and lack of progress. It was 
emphasized that «Muslim science» was mired in 
scholastic subtleties and contrivances and not 
only failed to enlighten but, on the contrary, ob-
scured the spiritual faculties of its adherents. All 
Islamic theological literature in the Tatar lan-
guage, for example, «kills the curiosity of the Mus-
lim, answering all questions according to a once-
and-for-all formula; distorts his common sense, 
accustoming him to indulge in the most bizarre 
inventions of fantasy instead of the actual facts of 
historical life; paralyzes any desire for develop-
ment and progress, suggesting that he can consid-
er himself perfect if he fulfills the external pre-
scriptions of Sharia»15.

Evidence of the crisis in Islam was, according to 
some authors of the Eparchial New, not only the 
formation of the reformist movement of the «new 
Methodists» in Islam, who attempted to revive 
Muslim education, but also the emergence of vari-
ous sectarian movements in Islam, which actively 
arose among the Muslims of the Russian Empire 
at the beginning of the 20th century. The Orenburg 
Eparchial News reported on one such sect. It arose 
among young Tatar mullahs in the Tobolsk prov-
ince, who believed it is necessary to reform the 

14 GA AK. F.164. Op. 2. D. 8. L. 4–5.
15 Orenburg Eparchial News. 1913. № 4. February 15. P. 60



Yulia Lysenko, Elena Egorenkova  

Islamic Themes in the Eparchial Bulletin of the Steppe Region: General and Specific
35

ritual aspects of Islam. Specifically, they proposed 
replacing the thirty-day fast of Ramadan with a 
nine-day one, abolishing the «irrational and un-
natural institution of polygamy, inconsistent with 
the purely logical laws of nature»б and Islam’s pa-
tronage of polygamy16.

In the mainstream of Islamic discourse, individ-
ual publications appeared in the Eparchial News 
of the Steppe Region at the beginning of the 20th 
century about the lack of progress not only of Is-
lam, but also of the emerging national languages ​​
of the peoples who professed it. In this regard, it is 
interesting to analyze an analytical article pub-
lished in several issues of the Orenburg Eparchial 
News that explored the literature published in the 
Tatar language in 1912. The article noted, «The lit-
erary Tatar language, in which these publications 
are written, is an unsettled language both in its 
vocabulary and grammatical structure. Given the 
slavish worship of Arabic, Turkish, and Persian 
languages ​​that is observed among the Moham-
medan Tatars in general, the use of Arabic, Turk-
ish, and Persian words and phrases equally and to 
the detriment of Tatar ones is recognized as a 
completely legitimate phenomenon»17.

Clearly, the ultimate goal of publications on Is-
lamic topics in the Steppe Region’s Eparchial News 
was to foster phobias against the Islamic faith 
among its readers. Therefore, it was entirely logi-
cal and natural that these publications would fea-
ture materials on the history of Islam, with au-
thors emphasizing Muslim fanaticism, their «in-
humane warriors», and their total expansion, 
«both in Africa, India, China, and Russia».

In this regard, a short note published in the 
Omsk Diocesan Gazette in 1913 by the missionary 
I. Petrov is indicative. The author emphasized, «It 
is no secret that Mohammedanism alone has the 
ability to incite fanaticism and boundless, blind at-
tachment to itself in its followers. Every Moham-
medan, due to his upbringing, tries at all costs to 
convert the infidels, who do not know Mohammed 
and Allah, to his faith»18. In another issue from the 
same year, I. Petrov recounted the words of the 
Prophet Muhammad: «O believing Muslims, when 
you encounter infidels (non-Muslims), kill them 
everywhere until they become Muslims, and God 

16 Ibid. №. 10. May 15. P. 117.
17 Ibid. №. 3. February 1. P. 39.
18 Ibid. №. 11. June 1. P. 143.

will shower you with blessings, and you will be 
happy. It is not you who kill them, but God <...> O 
believers! Do not show cowardice, do not call the 
infidels to peace, and do not choose Jews and 
Christians as your friends»19. Some authors con-
vinced readers that Russian Muslims, both past 
and present, were characterized by a “fanatical 
hatred” of everything Russian, which manifested 
itself in many historical events—the Time of Trou-
bles, the uprisings of Stepan Razin and Emelian 
Pugachev. They emphasized the loyalty of Russian 
Muslims to the Ottoman Porte and their reverence 
for it, and concluded that Islam posed a threat to 
the Orthodox state that was the Russian Empire.

Overall, it can be noted that Islamic topics were 
the most popular in the Orenburg Eparchial News. 
These publications were largely anti-Islamic in 
nature and aimed to shape public opinion toward 
curtailing Islam’s influence in the Russian Empire. 
The anti-Islamic stance of the Orenburg Eparchial 
News can be explained, in our opinion, by the dio-
cese’s proximity to Kazan, the ideological center 
of the all-Russian Muslim movement of the early 
20th century. Publications on anti-Islamic topics 
in the Orenburg Eparchial News were also distin-
guished by a higher level of analysis and a more 
scholarly approach. This was largely due to the 
higher level of professional training of the clergy 
of the Orenburg Diocese, many of whom were 
graduates of the Kazan Theological Academy. As is 
well known, students from the Academy’s Eastern 
Studies department took a course in Islamic stud-
ies and, upon completion, presented an analytical 
paper on one of its topics.

The situation in the Omsk Diocese was quite 
different. In the pages of the Eparchial News, 
published by the diocese, Islamic topics took on a 
more liberal tone. An analysis of the publication’s 
contents suggests that this issue was only par-
tially addressed, through the publication of «Ac-
tivity Reports» by various anti-Islamic mission-
ary organizations and missionary priests who 
headed the Kyrgyz Mission camps of the Omsk 
Diocese. The reason is seen in the peculiarities of 
Islam’s development within the boundaries of 
the Kazakh population of the Omsk Diocese. The 
territorial remoteness from the Islamic centers 
of the Volga region, the absence of a regional 

19 Ibid. №. 12. June 15. P. 165.
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Muslim governing body (Muslim Spiritual As-
sembly), the less effective work of Tatar Muslim 
preachers among the Kazakhs, and the more syn-
cretic forms of Islam among the Kazakhs, com-
bining Islam with pagan cults – all of this un-
doubtedly diminished the relevance of Islam-
ophobic sentiments in the region. An equally im-
portant reason for the more liberal assessment 
of Islam and its potential in the Omsk Eparchial 

News was, in our opinion, the presence of major 
centers of Old Believers and Protestantism in the 
region. Consequently, the missionary work of the 
Russian Orthodox Church there developed not so 
much among the Kazakh population as among 
the Orthodox population. As a result, the empha-
sis in the content of the Omsk Diocesan News 
shifted toward the fight against Old Believers 
and sectarianism.
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Abstract. In the early 20th century, the Ottoman Empire was successfully waging an “ideological war” 
against the Russian Empire. The objective of this war was the loyalty of Russian Muslims. Clearly visible 
behind the Ottoman Empire was the silhouette of Germany, which acted as a think tank. One of the tools 
of this rivalry was the private press of Russian Muslims, which often published blatantly pro-Turkish 
and pro-German materials. In their turn, the Young Turks manipulated the national and religious feel-
ings of Turkestani Muslims, applying all kinds of soft power on a large scale, from religious indoctrina-
tion to direct anti-Russian propaganda. Under the circumstances, Russian state-owned media were sup-
posed to help Turkestani Muslims integrate into the imperial space as loyal citizens. Having lost the 
propaganda war on the Asian periphery of the country in peacetime, during World War I, the Russian 
Empire faced the need to form its positive image among the Muslim population not only in Turkestan, 
but also in the neighboring countries, China, Afghanistan, and Iran. It was at least loyalty if not affections 
Russia was hoping for. This paper discusses how successfully the above task was accomplished, drawing 
on the example of two official Russian newspapers published in Turkic languages, Turkestanskaya 
Tuzemnaya Gazeta and Zakaspiyskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta.

Keywords: Turkestan; periodical press; Turkestani Native Newspaper; Transcaspian Native Newspa-
per; Transcaspian region; Semirechensk region; Persia; Afghanistan; Chinese Turkestan.

Introduction

In the second half of the 19th century, Russia’s 
imperial policy came to be dominated by the prin-
ciple of state unity, which stemmed from the con-
cept of nation state. This implied familiarizing 
“foreigners” with the Russian statehood and cul-
ture, and in the long run, their acculturation.1 
Within this discourse, the state periodical press 
was called upon to act as an important link in 
cross-cultural communication. In case of the Mus-
lim population of Turkmenistan, this mission was 
assigned, starting in 1872, to Turkestanskaya 
Tuzemnaya Gazeta (the Turkestan Native News-
paper) and, after the outbreak of the First World 
War, also to Zakaspiyskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta (the 
Transcaspian Native Newspaper). The Muslims of 
Turkestan experienced a profound lack of infor-
mation that would be readily available in their na-
tive languages on such areas as the Russian Em-

1 Vorobyova E.I. Power and the Muslim Clergy in the Russian 
Empire Between the Second Half of the 19-th Century and 
1917 // Historical Annual. Omsk, 1997. p. 40.

pire itself, other countries and cultures, or the 
achievements of the world science and technolo-
gy. The major task of Turkestani “native newspa-
pers” was not only to tell about the world of Rus-
sian and European values, which Muslims were 
unfamiliar with, but also to help Turkestan Mus-
lims gradually integrate into the imperial space 
and find their place in it.2

2 Kotyukova T. V. “Another world” in local eyes according to 
“The Turkistan Native Gazette” Oriental Archive 2014. № 2 
(30). С. 25–30; Kotyukova T. V. Mahkmudkhodja Behbudiy 
About the Turkestan Representation in the State Duma of the 
Russian Empire (based on publications in the “Native News-
paper of Turkestan”) Electronic Scientific and Educational 
Journal «History». 2021. Volume. 12. Issue 5 (103). URL: 
https://history.jes.su/s207987840015903-2-1/; Soego-
va A.M. Turkmen Progressive Jadids: Mukhammedkuli Ataba-
yev and his articles // Electronic Scientific and Educational 
Journal «History». 2022. T. 13. Issue 10 (120). URL: https://
history.jes.su/s207987840023541-4-1/; Kotyukova T.V. 
“Turkestan Native Newspaper” as a Tool for Promoting the 
Cotton Policy of the Russian Empire in Turkestan Electronic 
Scientific and Educational Journal «History». 2024. Vol-
ume  15. Issue  3 (137). URL: https://history.jes.su/
s207987840031252-6-1/, and other publications.
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The state-owned native press faced intense 
competition. In the wake of the 1905-1907 revolu-
tion, about ten private periodicals emerged in 
Turkestan, unfolding active discussion about po-
litical reforms in the region. Not unfrequently, ma-
terials published by those media were anti-Rus-
sian, utterly pro-Turkish, or pro-German.

By the beginning of the First World War, the 
Russian Empire had failed to create information 
space for Turkestani Muslims in their native lan-
guages. On the other hand, interest in Russian-lan-
guage newspapers and magazines was rather lim-
ited since very few natives, even in the urban ar-
eas, could understand Russian.

When at war, the Russian Empire was also 
forced to deal with another set of issues, particu-
larly combating enemy propaganda and establish-
ing counter-propaganda, not only in Turkestan it-
self, but also beyond its borders. Turkestanskaya 
Tuzemnaya Gazeta and Zakaspiyskaya Tuzemnaya 
Gazeta played a vital part in that.

“Native newspapers” as a tool for 
developing cross-cultural communications  
in the Russian Empire

Vernacular state press in the Muslim regions of 
Russia appeared in the 1820s. In 1828, Rus-
sian-language newspaper Tiflisskie Vedomosti 
(The Tiflis Gazette) began to be published in Tiflis. 
In December 1831, Baron G.V. Rosen came up with 
a project of a newspaper in the Turkic (Azerbaija-
ni) language, Tatar Ekhbary (The Tatar Gazette). 
As a matter of fact, it was the above Tiflis Gazette, 
but translated into the language of the Tur-
kic-speaking Transcaucasian population. By this 
time, the newspaper had already been regularly 
publishing additional materials in Georgian and 
Armenian. The first issue of Tatar Ekhbary ap-
peared in January 1832.3 Initially, additional ma-
terials were released in Persian, but there was no 
demand for them. The newspaper was published 
once a week, and the annual subscription cost 
eight silver rubles. It found its readers not only in 
Transcaucasia, but also in the Ottoman Empire 
and Iran. According to the rules, before a newly 
published issue of the newspaper reached the 

3 Not a single copy of the newspaper in Azerbaijani has been 
preserved.

readers, it had to be sent to St. Petersburg for cen-
sorship. Technically, this requirement was not 
easy to meet. Therefore, at the beginning of 1833, 
the publication was discontinued4.

In 1841, the administration of the Caucasian 
Viceroyalty began publishing a new newspaper, 
Zakavkazskii Vestnik (the Transcaucasian Bulle-
tin). The first issue of the newspaper in the Azer-
baijani language was published in 1845 under the 
title Gafgazyn bu terefyn khebery (the word-for-
word translation being “News from this side of the 
Caucasus”). It mainly communicated official infor-
mation, royal decrees, decisions of the Qadi courts, 
and similar materials. The newspaper existed for 
four and a half years and was closed by the au-
thorities.5

In 1888, publishing of Dala Ulayatyn Gazeti (the 
Kirghiz Steppe Newspaper) in Russian and Kazakh 
began in Omsk. It was Osoboye Pribavleniye (a spe-
cial add-on) to three newspapers: Akmolinskiye 
Oblastnyye Vedomosti (the Akmola Regional Ga-
zette); later, to Semipalatinskiye Oblastnyye Vedo-
mosti (the Semipalatinsk Regional Gazette) and 
Semirechensnskiye Oblastnyye Vedomosti (the 
Semirechensk Regional Gazette), the former being 
released from 1888 to 1905,  and the other two 
from 1894 to 1905. The official part of the news-
paper published decrees, resolutions, and other 
documents of the tsarist administration and local 
authorities related to the management of the 
Steppe Governorate-General. The newspaper fea-
tured Russian scientists’ research on the history, 
ethnography, and culture of the Kazakhs. Besides, 
it included samples of Kazakh oral folk art and 
works by Russian writers translated into Kazakh. 
Kazakh educators Akylbai Kunanbayev, Shoqan 
Walikhanov, and Ybyrai Altynsarin contributed to 
the newspaper.6 Despite its small runs, the news-
paper was distributed almost throughout the en-
tire territory of modern Kazakhstan.

In 1913, the Governor-General of the Dagestan 
region Sigizmund Volsky initiated a launch of the 
Jaridat Dagestan. The newspaper was published 

4 Enikolopov I. The first Turkic Newspaper in the Caucasus // 
Culture and Writing of the Caucasus. Book 3. Baku, 1928. pp. 
139-146.
5 Vəliyev A. A. oğlu (Aşırlı). Azərbaycan mətbuatı tarixi. Bakı, 
2009. S.4–6.
6 Kirghiz Steppe Newspaper: man, society, nature. 1888–
1902/ Comp. U. Subkhanberdin. Almaty, 1994. pp. 5-17.
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from 1913 to 1918 in Arabic, which acted as a lin-
gua franca in the multilingual region with a limit-
ed spread of Russian. It was assumed that Jaridat 
Dagestan would be an Arabic translation of the 
government media Dagestanskiye Oblastnyye No-
vosti (the Dagestan Regional Gazette). During the 
first year, the newspaper was funded by the Rus-
sian government. However, at the end of January 
1914, the financing was discontinued since the 
paper made losses and failed to reach the objec-
tives set at its foundation. From that moment, it 
was financed by a local philanthropist, who be-
came the editor. The newspaper continued to pub-
lish such materials as government orders, infor-
mation on current events, or announcements. Im-
portantly, Jaridat Dagestan came to serve as a plat-
form for discussions between Jadidists and Kadi-
mists of the North Caucasus.7

Notably, vernacular newspapers were not com-
mon across all Muslim regions of the Russian Em-
pire. Thus, the Muslims of the Volga-Ural region 
did not have official media in their native languag-
es although efforts were made to establish some. 
One of the first attempts was issuing the paper Ka-
zanskiye Izvestiya in Old Tatar and Russian. Subse-
quent attempts to publish newspapers Bahrel 
Akhbar, Yoldiz, and Tang Yoldiz also failed.8

The range of scholarly views on the functions of 
“native newspapers” is admittedly wide: from 
guides of Russification policy to a tool for estab-
lishing cross-cultural connections. Nonetheless, 
foreign authors tend to regard such official “native 
newspapers” as tools of the empire’s Russification 
policy, sometimes acknowledging their “prepara-
tory role” in creating a national press in Azerbaija-
ni, Kazakh, Uzbek, and other languages.9 As for the 
Turkestani “native newspapers”, the first coverage 
of this issue was a synchronous one, provided by 
Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta editor-in-chief 
Nikolay Ostroumov.10 In the Soviet period, the his-
toriography on the matter was further devel-

7 Navruzov A.R. “Jaridat Dagestan”, the Arabic–language 
newspaper of the Caucasian Jadids. Moscow , 2012. pp. 9–14
8 Nadir Davlet. Ismail Gasprinsky. Kazan, 2015. p. 12.
9 Rasulov A. Isokboev A. Nasretdinova D. Tatars in Turkestan 
at the Turn of the Epochs. The Early 20-th Century. Kazan, 
2021. p. 156. 
10 Ostroumov, N.P. The Turkestan Native Newspaper of Turke-
stan// The Sarts. Ethnographic materials. Tashkent, 1896. 
pp. 156-172.

oped.11 These days, fruitful research on the history 
of Turkestani periodicals is carried out by S. Shad-
manova.12

In my opinion, the “native newspapers” were 
rather tools for modernization, adaptation and 
subsequent integration of Muslim peoples into the 
overall imperial project, bridges for building 
cross-cultural connections, as well as intermedi-
aries between the Muslim population and local 
administration, platforms for demonstrating the 
loyalty of the local elite, and Jadidist tribunes.

Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta  
as the official mouthpiece of the Russian 
regional administration

In 1872, Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta 
(the Turkestan Native Newspaper), the first official 
newspaper of the regional administration in Tur-
kic languages, was published in Turkestan. In Tur-
kic, it was called Turkistot viloyatining gazeti (i.e. 
Turkestani regional newspaper). The media oper-
ated until February 1917.13

At the initial stage, Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya 
Gazeta was published as an add-on to the Turkes-
tan Gazette four times a month: twice in Old Uz-
bek and twice in Old Kazakh. On January 30, 1883, 
the add-on became an independent weekly. Start-
ing from 1906, the newspaper came out twice a 
week. Between 1885 and 1901, Turkestanskaya 
Tuzemnaya Gazeta was published in two languag-
es, Old Uzbek and Russian.

The mission of the newspaper was to familiar-
ize Turkestani officials, as well as representatives 
of the indigenous peoples, with official Russian 
chronicles, orders of the local administration, ver-
dicts of the Russian courts concerning the Muslim 
population of the region, and government orders 

11 Avsharova M.P. The Russian Periodical press in Turkestan 
(1870-1917). Bibliographic index. Tashkent, 1960; Ilyasov A. 
“The Transcaspian Native Newspaper” as a Source of Study-
ing the History of Spiritual Culture of the Turkmen People 
(1914-1917) // Proceedings of the Academy of Sciences of 
Turkmen SSR. Series of Social Sciences. I964. No. 4. pp.3-9; 
Babakhanov M. From the History of the Periodical Press of 
Turkestan. Dushanbe, 1987; Saryev B. The First Turkmen 
Newspaper // Propagandist of Turkmenistan. No. 5. 1989. 
p. 25,and other publications.
12 Shadmanova S.B. The History of Turkestan Through the 
Prism of the Periodical Press. (1870–1917). Tashkent, 2023.
13 Avsharova M.P. The Russian Periodical press in Turkestan 
(1870-1917). Bibliographic index. Tashkent, 1960. P. 64. 



Historical Research in Central Asia:  

Analysis and Critique. Scientific Journal   № 1 / 2026
40 CENTRAL ASIA IN THE IMPERIAL PERIOD

that applied to Turkestan and some other parts of 
the empire. Besides, the paper wrote about both 
state and local holidays, celebrations and memo-
rable dates; the life of the Russian imperial family 
and foreign ruling dynasties; remarkable events in 
world and Russian history; current affairs in Rus-
sia and foreign countries; regional history and ge-
ography; local industrial and agricultural news, 
changes in market prices and similar things.

At the initial stage, in 1872-1883, the edi-
tor-in-chief of the newspaper was the translator 
of the Office of the Turkestan Governor-General 
Shokhimordon Ibragimov, then, for several 
months in 1883, a translator of the Turkestan 
Governor-General’s Office Mukhammadhasan Ch-
anyshev, from the end of 1883 to February 1917, 
the orientalist Nikolai Ostroumov. From August to 
November 1907, Ibniamin bek Khudoyarkhanov, 
the son of the last ruler of the Kokand Khanate, 
supposedly served as the newspaper’s edi-
tor-in-chief.14

Turkestani Jadids, such as Zokirjon Furqat, 
Iskhakhan Ibrat, Mahkmudkhodja Behbudiy, and 
Mirmukhsin Shermukhamedov collaborated with 
the newspaper as local authors. Along with texts 
by well-known local enlightenment writers, the 
newspaper published poems by beginner poets 
and travel stories by Turkestani merchants who 
made business trips to other regions of the em-
pire.15 By 1888, the one-issue run had grown from 
500 to 600 copies. The newspaper found its read-
ers outside Turkestan, namely in St. Petersburg, 
Moscow, Kazan, Omsk, Bakhchysarai, as well as in 
Kashgar (Chinese Turkestan).

However, despite all the efforts of the adminis-
tration, it was Tarjiman (The Translator) news-
paper, run by Ismail Gasprinsky, and a number of 
other private Russian Muslim media that Muslim 
population of the region preferred. The Turkes-
tani authorities tried to find out the reasons for 
the low popularity of the official newspaper. Ac-
cording to Ostroumov, being the first newspaper 
in the local language, Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya 
Gazeta was considered somewhat odd by the 

14 The National Archive of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
Fond 1396. Series 1. File 23. Item 77, back of the sheet.
15 Ostroumov N.P. The Trip to Russia of the Samarkand Mer-
chant Mirza-Bukharin Mirza-Abdullin // The Sarts. Ethno-
graphic materials. Tashkent, 1896. pp. 192-205.

population.16 Perhaps it was also overloaded 
with official information. Besides, foreseeable 
difficulties arose when translating names of po-
sitions and ranks, as well as a number of political 
terms and concepts. To solve this issue, Ostrou-
mov had to use Arabic or Persian borrowings, 
which made the text obscure for Turkic-speaking 
readers.17

On the eve of World War I, the newspaper faced 
serious financial problems and was on the verge 
of closure. In 1913-1915, there was voluminous 
correspondence on this matter between the re-
gional authorities and the Ministry of War of the 
Russian Empire, to which Turkestan was adminis-
tratively subordinate. On April 16, 1915, Turkes-
tani Governor-General Fyodor Martson wrote in a 
letter to the military governor of the Syrdarya re-
gion Alexander Galkin, that it was a printed word 
that was the most effective way of communicating 
government objectives to Turkestani indigenous 
population. Martson stated that not only did the 
private Muslim press fail to convey “the right 
views”, but it was often rather hostile towards the 
regional administration. In addition, this press 
was predominantly of Tatar origin, “quite remote 
from the local life.” Nevertheless, Martson be-
lieved, it was imperative that the indigenous pop-
ulation was informed about the activities of the 
Russian government in the region not only through 
private newspapers, but also through the local 
media, which was then the only one in the region, 
Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta since the gov-
ernment could rely only on it “in order to effec-
tively communicate the government’s views and 
goals to the broad Muslim population and develop 
the right attitude to those”18.

Martson insisted that, in addition to mandatory 
subscribers, the newspaper, be distributed among 
literate Muslims, who either read private Ta-
tar-language papers or did not subscribe to any. 
“It is worth noting” the head of the region said, 
“that, in addition to covering current affairs in a 

16 Shadmanova S. B. Archival Documents as an important 
Source for Studying the History of the Periodical press in 
Turkestan (based on the materials of the Central State Ar-
chive of the Republic of Uzbekistan)// Herald of an Archivist. 
2009. No. 3. p. 257.
17 The National Archive of the Republic of Tatarstan. 
Fond. 968. Series 1. File 44. Items 1-4 back of the sheet.
18 The National Archive of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Fond 
И-462. Series 1. File 478. Items 291–291 back of the sheet.
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way that is accessible to the natives, Turkestanska-
ya Tuzemnaya Gazeta can also bring subscribers 
real benefits with the free add-on, the agricultural 
newspaper Dekhkan (Peasant – T.K.), which is run 
by The Turkestani Society of Agriculture and au-
thored by expert agronomists”19.

In November 1915, it was finally decided to 
provide financing for Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya 
Gazeta. The Minister of War Alexei Polivanov, re-
ferring to the decisions of the Military Council of 
May 13 and July 9, 1915, appealed to the State 
Duma on November 5, 1915, with the petition On 
the Two-Year Allotment of Ten Thousand Rubles by 
the State Treasury for the Financing of Turkes-
tanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta20. The rationale be-
hind the petition was that the newspaper was the 
only vernacular official government media in the 
region. Initially, it cost the state three rubles 80 
kopecks per copy annually; from 1906, due to the 
increased run, four rubles 50 kopecks. The publi-
cation was financed by the printing house of the 
Office of the Turkestan Governor-General. Every 
year, the newspaper cost the printing house an 
average of 7,795 rubles, being released twice a 
week.

Subscriptions only partially covered the publi-
cation. Despite the fact that the newspaper was a 
government media, according to Article 23 of the 
Regulations on the Administration of the Turkes-
tan Region of 1886, subscription was not manda-
tory the “native administration” officials. Conse-
quently, the number of subscribers fell and financ-
ing became increasingly challenging.21 Given the 
ministry was planning to release the newspaper 
three times a week during wartime, which, ac-
cording to Polivanov, was exactly what the politi-
cal situation demanded, the costs increased to 
11,800 rubles. The subscription could cover be-
tween 1,500 and 1,800 rubles at best. Finding ad-
ditional 10,000 was absolutely urgent. Direct gov-
ernment funding was a possible solution, at least 
for the beginning. Thus, the Ministry of War was 
petitioning the State Duma to authorize a two-
year annual allotment of 10 thousand rubles from 

19 The National Archive of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Fond 
И-462. Series 1. File 478. Items 291–291 back of the sheet.
20 The Russian State Military Historical Archive. Fond 400. Se-
ries 1. File 4297. Items 20–21.
21 ibid. Item 20.

the state treasury funds for publishing Turkes-
tanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta22.

In 1916, in order to strengthen patriotic senti-
ments among Turkestani Muslims, the State Duma 
approved an annual direct subsidy of 10 thousand 
rubles. In its turn, the military department had to 
ensure a regular publication of the newspaper 3-4 
times a week. From that moment on, Turkes-
tanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta was distributed not 
only to the native administration officials, but also 
to  mudarris in maktabs and imams in mosques23.

Up until the end of 1914, Turkestanskaya 
Tuzemnaya Gazeta remained the only official 
mouthpiece of the Russian regional administra-
tion in Turkestan; the media was trying to create 
an attractive image of the Russian Empire among 
the local population. In December 1914, another 
“native newspaper” began to be published, the 
target audience of which was not only Muslims in 
the Russian Empire, but also those in the neigh-
boring countries.

Zakaspiyskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta as a tool 
of soft power and counter-propaganda 
targeting Persian and Afghan audiences

1910 became a turning point Russian Empire, 
after which Russian authorities began to take the 
“awakening” of the East, both foreign and their 
own, quite seriously. Monitoring the public senti-
ments of Muslims not only within the empire itself 
and its protectorates Bukhara and Khiva, but also 
abroad, in Iran, Afghanistan and Chinese Turkes-
tan, has become a major political objective. As is 
known, during World War I, Iran, Afghanistan, and 
China remained neutral. However, throughout the 
entire military conflict, these states were highly 
likely to side with Russia’s opponents.

As early as 1909, Russian troops were deployed 
to the northern provinces of Iran due to the unsta-
ble political situation in the country, and at the be-
ginning of World War I, they were staying there. 
The Persian state was multiethnic. In the north of 
the country, along with the Persians, there lived 
Kurdish and Turkmen-Yomud tribes. The latter of-
ten had dual or even triple citizenship and regu-

22 The Russian State Military Historical Archive. Fond 400. Se-
ries 1. File 4297. Item 21.
23 The State Duma. Verbatim Record. The Fourth Convocation. 
Session IV. St. Petersburg, 1916. Vol. 2. p. 1351.
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larly made seasonal migrations into the Transcas-
pian region of the Russian Empire or the Khanate 
of Khiva. In parallel, a stream of migrants from 
Central Russia and Russian Turkestan were mov-
ing to the northeastern provinces of Iran.

According to reports from the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs, before World War I, some Persians liv-
ing in the Transcaspian region were spreading an-
ti-Russian propaganda among the Turkmen.24 
Nevertheless, the Turkestan Governor-General, 
Alexander Samsonov, was skeptical about the like-
lihood of joint Turkmen-Persian actions in Rus-
sia25 since the relationship between Shiite Irani-
ans and Sunni Turkmen had a long history of mu-
tual resentment and hostility.

Since the beginning of the war, there had been 
another reason for destabilization in the region:  
the large number of Austro-Hungarian and Ger-
man prisoners of war. 26Taking advantage of the 
inadequate security (there were effectively no 
regular troops left in the province at that time) 
and the proximity of the borders with Persia and 
Afghanistan, hundreds of soldiers and officers fled 
from prison camps, workman teams, and hospi-
tals. The locals helped the fugitives regularly and 
readily. After a successful escape, the former pris-
oner would face the choice between trying to 
reach his homeland and joining the Quadruple Al-
liance ranks and continuing the war as a military 
instructor or member of one of the numerous sab-
otage squads operating at the border. On the terri-
tory of the proper Turkestan, there were Turkish 
emissaries incessantly propagandizing the pris-
oners27.

The new “native newspaper” was called upon 
as a counter-propaganda tool for the Russian 
state. In December 1914, the Office of the Head of 
the Transcaspian region in Ashgabat began pub-
lishing Zakaspiyskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta twice a 
week.  The paper was also released in Turkmen 
and Farsi and called Ruzname-i Mavera-i Bahr-i 
Khazar (The Newspaper of the Transcaspian re-

24 The Russian State Military Historical Archive. Fond 400. Se-
ries 1. File 5067. Item 7.
25 Ibid. Item 17, back of the sheet.
26 Kotyukova T. V. Turkestan captivity: German and Aus-
tro-Hungarian Prisoners of War in Russian Turkestan During 
the First World War// Russia and the Contemporary World. 
2017. № 3 (96). pp. 47–64.
27 The National Archive of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
Fond I-461. Series 1. File 1818. Item 125.

gion). In his report to the head of the Transcaspi-
an region Leonid Lesh, the head of the Askhabad 
district, pointed out, “Under the circumstances, I 
consider the publication of a newspaper for 
Turkmens not only desirable, but also essen-
tial”28.

A crucial factor behind the decision to launch 
the newspaper was the establishment of Tekin 
regiment. On July 29, 1914, the day after the out-
break of World War I, the volunteer Tekin Regi-
ment began to form on the basis of a division of 
the Turkmen Cavalry Regiment (irregular militia) 
from Turkmen-Tekin, mainly from the Merv, Tejen 
and Askhabad uezds of the Transcaspian region. 
During the war, the regiment excelled on the 
South-Western Front. The new “native newspa-
per” was commissioned to relate the stories of the 
Tekin people’s deeds. In addition, it was also sup-
posed to be used as a “soft power” tool for propa-
gandizing the Muslim population in the neighbor-
ing countries.

The first issue of the newspaper was released 
on December 14, 1914 in the Turkmen language. 
The paper contained orders issued by the head of 
the Transcaspian region, an overview of the world 
and local events, advice on agriculture and irriga-
tion, horse breeding, public education, poems by 
local poets, and similar materials.29 Among the au-
thors were local Jadids, primarily Mukhamedkulli 
Atabaev. In his articles, he addressed the problems 
that the Turkmen society was facing and consid-
ered solutions to them.30 The newspaper invited 
literate Turkmen people to cooperate and prom-
ised monetary rewards for worthy publications.31 
For example, the ninth issue, dated February 3, 
1915, contained a letter by a Turkmen soldier, an 
article On the audial method of teaching Turkmen 
literacy, a letter from an ishan (an honorific title 
given to Sufi leaders in Central Asia) about Turk-
men poets, an article by a Turkmen from Tejen 

28 “The Transcaspian Native Newspaper” as a Source of Study-
ing the History of Spiritual Culture of the Turkmen People 
(1914-1917) // Proceedings of the Academy of Sciences of 
Turkmen SSR. Series of Social Sciences. I964. No. 4. pp.3-9. 
29 Zakaspiyskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta. 14 December, 1914.
30 Soegova A.M. Turkmen Progressive Jadids: Mukhammed-
kuli Atabayev and His Articles // Electronic Scientific and Ed-
ucational Journal “History”. 2022. Volume 13. Issue 10 (120). 
URL: https://history.jes.su/s207987840023541-4-1.
31 Saryev, B. The First Turkmen Newspaper // Propagandist 
of Turkmenistan, No. 5, 1989, p. 25.
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about the war with Turkey, as well as the Persian 
section, which included a review of events and a 
few travel essays32.

The newspaper was published in Ashgabat in 
1914-1917. It was edited by Ivan Belyaev, a 
Turkologist, inspector of public schools in the 
Transcaspian region, and compiler of the first 
Russian-Turkmen Dictionary. However, according 
to Turkmen philologists, the wording of the texts 
was “oversophisticated”.33 An annual subscription 
to Zakaspiyskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta cost four ru-
bles. The run was rather small, and most of it was 
sent to the areas bordering Persia and Afghani-
stan with a view to cultivating pro-Russian senti-
ments among the population of those neutral 
countries.

Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta as an 
untapped counter-propaganda tool  
in relations with China

The situation on the Russian-Chinese border 
was also precarious. Back in 1909, the Scientific 
Bukhara Society was founded in Istanbul, which 
was part of the Department of Public Education at 
the Committee of Union and Progress within the 
Young Turks movement. On behalf of the Scientific 
Bukhara Society, Turks in Bukhara and Kashgar 
recruited students for the military and other gov-
ernment schools of the Ottoman Empire. For ex-
ample, in 1910, according to reports by the Em-
bassy of the Russian Empire in Istanbul, the were 
about a hundred students recruited in this man-
ner, “of whom half were from Bukhara and the 
other half from Kashgar”. In addition to the gener-
al curriculum, the students were taught “all the 
commonplace ideas of pan-Islamism and Turkish 
chauvinism”34.

As for the Kyrgyz who were Chinese subjects, 
they were targets of intensive anti-Russian propa-
ganda by members of the secret society Gelaohui. 
General Ma, the former head of the Dungan troops 
in the Ile District, was reported to make a trip 
from Kashgar to Semirechye in order to foment a 
rebellion among the Russian subjects of Dunga-

32 Zakaspiyskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta. 3 February, 1915.
33 Saryev B. Bibliographic index. p. 25.
34 The National Archive of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
Fond I-461. Series 1. File 1260. Item 18.

nese origin35. In 1916, there was an uprising in 
Semirechye, partly organized by a few partici-
pants of the Xinhai Revolution. They were well-
known in Chinese Turkestan and also belonged to 
Gelaohui. In 1915, Gelaohui members had been 
sent to Pishpek, Przhevalsk, and Verny to promote 
the idea of overthrowing the monarchy. They be-
gan recruiting Russian and Chinese Dungans, as 
well as Kyrgyz people. In Przhevalsk alone, they 
managed to form a unit as large as a thousand 
men36. The inquiry conducted by the head of the 
Vernensky detective department in September 
1916 revealed that Gelaohui followers conducted 
propaganda among the Dungans, calling for an up-
rising against the Russian authorities37.

A year before the uprising of 1916, the Ministry 
of War, specifically, by the Asian part of the Gener-
al Staff of the Turkestani Military District, decided 
to distribute Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta in 
the Russian frontiers of Chinese Turkestan and Af-
ghanistan in order to inform the Muslim popula-
tion of those countries about the advancements of 
the Russian army. On July 25, 1915 The Fourth Po-
litical Department of The Russian Foreign Minis-
try sent a letter to the General Staff saying that the 
Russian Consul in Kuldzha had suggested issuing 
a bulletin in a Turkic language, so that the Turkic 
population of Chinese Turkestan, largely influ-
enced by Turkish propaganda at the moment, are 
informed about the current situation on the fronts. 
One of the department’s officials, court councillor 
Mikhail  Brodyansky, addressed the military gov-
ernor of the Semirechensk region, Mikhail Fol-
baum. The latter replied that printing such a bul-
letin in a Turkic language would cost about 100 
rubles per month, which the local authorities 
could not afford.

The Imperial mission in Beijing, for its part, 
sharing the consul’s concern, asked the Foreign 
Ministry to allocate funds for the publication the 
bulletin with a view to “affecting the minds” of the 
indigenous Muslim population in Chinese Turkes-
tan and counterbalancing the Turkish propaganda 

35 Archive of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Empire. 
Fond 147. Series 486. File 247. Items 188–189.
36 Madzhun D.S. The role of the Foreign Factor in the Tragic 
Events of 1916. // Proceedings of Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic Uni-
versity. 2016. Volume 16. No 2. p. 199.
37 ibid.
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available for them.38 While holding it “highly de-
sirable to inform the natives of Chinese Turkestan 
about the current events”, the Fourth Political De-
partment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in 
turn, shifted the burden of financial responsibility 
to the Military Headquarters, asking them to try 
and find the notorious 100 rubles a month.

On July 31, 1915, the Asian part of the Head-
quarters, through the locum tenens head of the 
Asian Branch, Major General Abdulaziz Davlet-
shin, prepared a response saying “The General 
Staff informs that, while completely sharing the 
concerns of Court Councillor Brodyansky, allocat-
ing the required funds for the suggested printing 
of the bulletin about the course of military opera-
tions hardly appears possible. For its part, the 
General Staff would like to suggest that the goal 
outlined by the Kuldzhinsky Consul be achieved 
by distributing Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya Gaze-
ta, published twice a week in Tashkent in the Sart 
language, to the Turkic population in Chinese 
Turkestan. Dispatches of this newspaper could be 
arranged through direct communication between 
the Consul in Kuldzha and the Office of the Turke-
stani Governor-General”39.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs found such an 
alternative inadequate. The Ministry continued its 
bureaucratic correspondence, cherishing hopes 
forcing the military to publish the bulletin in 
Verny. Almost a year later, on May 17, 1916, a few 
months before the outbreak of the Semirechye up-
rising, in another letter to the Asian Branch of the 
Headquarters, the diplomats repeated their plea. 
Mikhail Brodyansky sent a letter to the Turkestan 
Governor-General Fyodor Martson, who in re-
sponse offered to send 50 copies of each issue of 
Turkestanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta to Kuldzha.

In another letter to the Ministry of War, Brody-
ansky reported that hostile propaganda in Semire-
chye was intensifying. According to the diplomat, 
among other things, the residents’ attitudes were 
affected by the struggle between political parties 
in Beijing. The 30 inns (units) of Dungan (Muslim) 
troops located within Chinese Turkestan were 
ready for a mutiny, and they could easily yield not 
only to Turkish, but also to German propaganda. 

38 The Russian State Military Historical Archive. Fond 400. Se-
ries 1. File 4412. Items 10-10, back of the sheet.
39 The Russian State Military Historical Archive. Fond 400. Se-
ries 1. File 4412. Items 11–11, back of the sheet.

Therefore, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs regard-
ed “raising the issue of publishing a newsletter in 
Verny for distribution to the public” as highly es-
sential.40 Discussing the financial side of the publi-
cation, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs found the 
cost of 100 rubles “affordable” and the fight 
against “the all-permeating German propaganda” 
essential, and again asked the Asian Branch of the 
Headquarters to “satisfy the aforementioned peti-
tion” of the Kulzha consul.41 The In turn, Asian 
Branch of the Headquarters, in their turn, tried to 
shift the costs of publishing the notorious bulletin 
to Turkestani authorities.

Notably, in 1915, assessing the military quali-
ties and mobilization potential of the Dungan 
and Taranche (Uyghur) Russian subjects living in 
the Chinese frontier, the Ministry of War, appar-
ently for simplicity, dubbed them all “Chinese 
Muslims having fled to Turkestan from persecu-
tion”. The main fighting quality of Dungans and 
Uyghurs was said to be their “hatred of the Chi-
nese”, which could be definitely relied upon in 
the event of an armed conflict with China. Thus, 
it was decided to impose military duty on them 
“immediately”.42 Never were Dungans and Uy-
ghurs conscripted into the army. They even took 
an active part in the anti-Russian uprising of 
1916. Therefore, their loyalty to Russia turned 
out to be imaginary.

On May 17, 1916, the Chief of the Military Head-
quarters, Infantry General Nikolay Mikhnevich, 
addressed Turkestani Governor-General Fyodor 
Martson. Having outlined the background, Mikh-
nevich stated that no one is engaged in count-
er-propaganda among Chinese Muslims, while 
they can easily yield to German influence.43 Gener-
al Mikhnevich stated, “Finding it essential to do 
our best to combat German propaganda, I believe 
that the petition of the consul in Kuldzha should 
be granted, and the 100 rubles per month re-
quired for this should, if Your Excellence pleases, 
be allocated from the funds at your disposal”44.

40 ibid. Items 14–14 back of the sheet.
41 The Russian State Military Historical Archive. Fond 400. Se-
ries 1. File 4412. Item 14, back of the sheet.
42 Archive of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Empire. 
Fond 147. Series 486. File 340. Item 14.
43 ibid. Item 15.
44 ibid. Item 15 back of the sheet.
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Eventually, neither a publication of a special 
bulletin nor a dispatch of Turkestanskaya Tuzem-
naya Gazeta to Chinese Turkestan were agreed 
upon between the two ministries. Given that the 
Ministry of War succeeded in having the State 
Duma approve a separate budget for Turkes-
tanskaya Tuzemnaya Gazeta, the refusal of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to use the potential of 
the newspaper, which had been published for sev-
eral decades, and their suggestion to find addi-
tional funds for the publication of a bulletin, looks 
highly inconsistent.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it should be noted that all the 
“native newspapers” in the Russian Empire were 
unified by their content, publishing such materi-
als as current news, official information, stories 
about the history of Russia and foreign countries, 
or texts by local educators. As a result, according 
to contemporaries and even the editors them-

selves, those papers tended to be overformal. The 
language of the publications was largely unnatu-
ral, but still quite understandable since their edi-
tors-in-chief were orientalists. At the same time, 
the “native newspapers” acted as important dis-
cussion platforms for local societies, which did 
not allow the imperial authorities to lead the on-
going discussion, but did allow them to at least 
have an idea of that. The obvious strength of the 
“native newspapers” was their bilingualism or, 
sometimes, trilingualism. Meanwhile, only two 
“native newspapers”, each having a rather modest 
run, were highly unlikely to combat the “informa-
tion hunger” and overcome the national and cul-
tural isolation of the indigenous Muslim popula-
tion in Turkestan, which in certain aspects was on 
the verge of autarky. The Ottoman Empire benefit-
ed from this strategic miscalculation of Russia as 
the former addressed Turkestanis, Kashgarians, 
and other Muslims in their common language, em-
ploying conceivable religious and philosophical 
symbols and ideas.
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Abstract. This publication analyzes the scholarly literature on Sharaf Rashidov’s diplomatic activities 
from 1955 to 1983. The period under review covers the beginning and end of Sharaf Rashidov visits to 
foreign countries. A historiographical review has identified several persistent research discourses to 
understand Rashidov’s international activities: “Soviet Muslims in the context of the ‘New Eastern Poli-
cy”, “cultural, economic, and scientific diplomacy as soft power”, “domestic or foreign diplomacy”, and 
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matic activities using various approaches, from institutional to cultural and civilizational. The relevance 
of a historiographic analysis of Sharaf Rashidov’s diplomatic activities also stems from the need to de-
termine the extent of research on the topic, reconstruct the main stages of its scholarly exploration, and 
identify promising areas for further research. This publication aims to systematize and critically evalu-
ate the historiographic corpus devoted to the phenomenon of Sharaf Rashidov’s diplomacy.
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“new Eastern policy”, “soft power”.

Introduction

The diplomatic activities of Sharaf Rashidov 
(1917-1983), a prominent Soviet public official 
and political figure, have been the subject of re-
search for over 50 years. References to Rashidov’s 
international activities first began to appear in 
scholarly and journalistic literature in the early 
1970s, reflecting the growing role of the Union re-
publics in implementing USSR foreign policy. 
From that time until the present day, a historio-
graphical tradition has gradually emerged that re-
flects the evolution of the perception and assess-
ment of his international activity.

Both Soviet and contemporary Uzbek, Russian, 
and foreign researchers have contributed to the de-
velopment of this historiography, demonstrating 
ongoing interest in this subject and the need for its 
further comprehensive study and systematization. 
Over more than fifty years, the historiography of 
this topic has featured a variety of approaches: 
from ideologically biased texts to contemporary re-
search based on critical analysis of sources and an 
expanded documentary base. The publications typ-

ically examine individual aspects of Rashidov’s in-
ternational activities without fully addressing their 
content, context, and influence on the shaping of 
the image of the Uzbek SSR and the USSR in global 
politics. This study aims to identify and analyze the 
main historiographical approaches to studying 
Rashidov’s diplomatic activities. It addresses two 
objectives: a historiographical one, through sys-
tematization and critical evaluation of the scholarly 
literature, and, in part, a specific historical one, 
through the reconstruction of key interpretive 
models that developed around Rashidov in the con-
text of foreign policy processes of the second half of 
the 20th century.

The hypothesis is that during the Soviet period, 
historiography focused primarily on the ideologi-
cally driven aspects of Rashidov’s foreign policy 
missions, while post-Soviet and international his-
toriography has seen a broadening of the research 
field, including themes of the Islamic factor, soft 
power instruments, and regional leadership. At 
the same time, important issues such as Rashi-
dov’s diplomatic contacts with European leaders 
and his interactions with international organiza-
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tions remain understudied. Furthermore, there is 
a lack of scholarly works that critically consider 
the documents reflecting Rashidov’s foreign poli-
cy activities.

Historiography of the problem

A literature analysis revealed the following 
problematic areas, in which Rashidov’s diplomacy 
received varying degrees of coverage: “Soviet 
Muslims in the context of the ‘New Eastern Policy”, 
“cultural, economic, and scientific diplomacy as 
soft power”, “domestic or foreign diplomacy”, and 
“rational diplomacy”.

Soviet Muslims in the context  
of the “New Eastern Policy”

Gare LeCompte in his 1971 dissertation Soviet 
Muslims and the Afro-Asian World first mentioned 
Sharaf Rashidov’s diplomatic career1. He provided 
a detailed analysis of Rashidov’s visits to Muslim 
countries in Asia and Africa, his work promoting 
the Organization for the Solidarity of Peoples of 
Asia and Africa (OSNAA), the prevalence of Islam 
in Soviet Uzbekistan, and the public diplomacy 
Rashidov practiced during his trips to Pakistan, 
Mali, and Ghana. After this, scholars rarely exam-
ined Rashidov’s diplomatic activities. A renewed 
interest in the subject in the 2000s resulted from 
a growing general interest in the history of the late 
Soviet Union and a desire to understand the suc-
cesses and failures of the “Soviet project”.

Adeeb Khalid, in his 2007 publication Being a 
Muslim in Soviet Central Asia, or an Alternative His-
tory of Muslim Modernity concluded that Sharaf 
Rashidov’s diplomatic activities contributed to 
strengthening the Soviet Union’s position in the 
countries of the Global South2. The researcher em-
phasized the significance of Rashidov’s role in es-
tablishing Uzbekistan as a strategic partner in So-
viet foreign policy during the Cold War. The author 

1 Le Compte G. Soviet muslims and the afro-asian world. Sub-
mitted to the Faculty of the School of International Service of 
The American University in Partial Fulfillment of the Require-
ments for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Area Studies. 
1971 / The American University Washington, D.C.
2 Khalid A. Being Muslim in Soviet Central Asia, or an Alterna-
tive History of Muslim Modernity // Journal of the Canadian 
Historical Association / Revue de la Société historique du 
Canada. 2007. Vol. 18. № 2. P. 123–143.

analyzes Rashidov’s diplomacy within the broad-
er context of the history of Islam in Soviet Uzbeki-
stan. In recent years, articles have also been pub-
lished on the specifics of Soviet foreign policy and, 
in particular, on the involvement of ethnic Soviet 
Muslims in the implementation of a new foreign 
policy concept within the framework of the so-
called “New Eastern Policy” of Soviet diplomacy, 
which was conducted during the Thaw period in 
the late 1950s and early 1960s. One such work is 
an article by Masha Kirasirova, published in 20113. 
The author analyzes this policy as a reflection of 
the Soviet ruling elite’s belief that the “Soviet East” 
and the “foreign East” shared common or related 
cultures (national literature, history, traditions), 
which implied the instrumentalization of Soviet 
Islam and its influence on the global South. Ulti-
mately, the author concludes that manipulating 
such notions of Islam and the East allowed the 
leaders of the Soviet Muslim republics to influence 
both the foreign and domestic policies of the Sovi-
et Union.

Soft Power: Cultural, Economic,  
and Academic Diplomacy

Gregory Glisson published another foreign pub-
lication mentioning Sharaf Rashidov in 19864. This 
article contains the first mentions of Rashidov’s 
visits to Eastern Europe. Glisson examined Rashi-
dov’s diplomatic and political strategies and con-
cluded that Rashidov’s experience conducting dip-
lomatic negotiations remains relevant today. Over-
all, the researcher emphasized the importance of 
personal, cultural, academic, and historical factors 
in shaping global foreign and domestic policy.

In his 2013 publication, A.M. Kalinovsky exam-
ined the process of decolonization and modern-
ization in Central Asia, including the role of Sharaf 
Rashidov in this process. Kalinovsky characterizes 
Rashidov as a skilled strategist who utilized cul-
ture and art, science and education, as well as the 
national traditions of Soviet Uzbekistan as an ef-

3 Kirasirova M. “Sons of Muslims in Moscow”: Soviet Central 
Asian mediators for the foreign East, 1955-1962 // Ab Impe-
rio, 2011. No. 4. P. 106-132. https://doi.org/10.1353/
imp.2011.0003.
4 Gleason G. Sharaf Rashidov and the dilemmas of national 
leadership // Central Asian Survey, 1986. Vol. 5. Issue 3-4. 
P. 133–160. DOI: 10.1080/02634938608400560
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fective channel for establishing close political, 
economic, and diplomatic ties with countries of 
the Global South in order to contain the penetra-
tion of countries of the Global North into Central 
Asia. Kalinovsky considers Rashidov’s role here to 
be key, as he acted as a mediator between the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist Party of the So-
viet Union and the Global South5.

In 2020, Riccardo Mario Cucciolla published a 
detailed analysis of Sharaf Rashidov’s diplomatic 
activity on the global stage. Cucciolla emphasized 
that Rashidov was a significant player in global di-
plomacy during the Cold War, representing the in-
terests of not only the Center but also Soviet Uz-
bekistan. Based on an analysis of Rashidov’s dip-
lomatic strategies, the author concludes that in his 
diplomatic missions, the Soviet politician em-
ployed economic and cultural diplomacy to 
achieve his objectives. Cucciolla notes that Rashi-
dov successfully navigated between the Center 
and Uzbekistan’s interests and strengthened in-
ternational cooperation in Central Asia6.

Also in 2020, the Uzbek researcher E. Nuriddin-
ov published an article focusing on the role of Uz-
bekistan as a “showcase of the Soviet East” in mat-
ters of foreign policy and international relations. 
Nuriddinov analyzed the role of the Uzbek SSR in 
Soviet foreign policy and concluded that, although 
Uzbekistan was a “showcase of the Soviet East’s 
success”, it was under strict control from the cen-
ter. Nevertheless, Uzbekistan was able to build its 
economic, cultural, and spiritual ties with coun-
tries of the Global South, a development for which 
the author attributes Rashidov’s key role. It was 
Rashidov who promoted ideas of solidarity and 
friendship between Uzbekistan and the countries 
of Asia and Africa, while simultaneously strength-
ening Uzbekistan’s position within the USSR7. In 
2023, E. Nuriddinov, together with I. Kosimkhu-
zhaev, published another article about the phe-

5 Kalinovsky A. Not Some British Colony in Africa: The Politics 
of Decolonization and Modernization in Soviet Central Asia, 
1955–1964 // Ab Imperio. № 2013. № 2. P. 1–31.
6 Cucciolla R.M. Sharaf Rashidov and the international  
dimensions of Soviet Uzbekistan // Central Asian Survey. 
2020. Vol.  39. Issue 2. P. 185–201. DOI: 
10.1080/02634937.2019.1708269.
7 Nuriddinov E. Uzbekistan As A “Showcase Of The Soviet 
East” // Issues Of Foreign Policy And International Relations 
European Journal of Molecular & Clinical Medicine. 2020. 
Vol. 07. Issue 07. P. 1011–1023.

nomenon of Sharaf Rashidov and Uzbekistan’s 
place in Soviet diplomacy. The article emphasizes 
that Rashidov primarily utilized Uzbekistan’s cul-
tural and historical ties with other countries to 
strengthen international relations8.

In 2021, Shakhlo Kurbanova analyzed Rashi-
dov’s use of public diplomacy practices, which 
was carried out through cultural mediators. The 
author believes that it was cultural diplomacy that 
led to the further development and expansion of 
Uzbekistan’s foreign economic ties with countries 
in the Global South during the Soviet period9. In 
2023, Albina Muratbekova published an article 
analyzing Central Asian scientific diplomacy 
during the Soviet period and demonstrating how 
prominent Soviet leaders promoted ideas of soli-
darity in countries of the Global South, using these 
opportunities to develop the Central Asian repub-
lics scientifically and culturally. Thanks to their 
activities, Soviet Central Asia began to be recog-
nized and acknowledged in countries of the Global 
South and North. Central Asian diplomacy is gen-
erally divided into historical periods “tied” to the 
leaders of the Soviet Union. The article also in-
cludes an analysis of Rashidov’s diplomatic activi-
ties. The author notes that Rashidov succeeded in 
becoming a key actor in Soviet policy toward 
countries of the Global South and East. Muratbe-
kova also cites leading Western authors who have 
studied Soviet diplomacy in countries of the Glob-
al South and East10.

In 2023, Sanjarbek A. Numonzoda (Chonnam 
National University) analyzed Sharaf Rashidov’s 
diplomatic contacts with countries of the Global 
South during the Cold War. The author confirms 
the established historiographic view that Rashi-
dov was a strategist who relied on cultural and 
public diplomacy to advance Soviet foreign policy 
interests in South Asia and North Africa, acting as 
a mediator between the Global East and the Global 

8 Nuriddinov E., Kosimkhuzhaev I. Uzbekistan in the histori-
cal retrospective of international relations within the frame-
work of the Union State // Journal of Advanced Zoology. 
2023. Vol. 44. Special Issue 2. P. 2978–3000.
9 Kurbanova Sh.D. The role of Sharaf Rashidov in the develop-
ment of international cultural relations of Uzbekistan // Bul-
letin of Science and Practice. 2021. Vol. 7. No. 5. Pp. 556–559. 
https://doi.org/10.33619/2414-2948/66/61
10 Muratbekova A. Soviet Science Diplomacy: How Central 
Asia was Instrumentalised in Soviet Foreign Policy of Eur-
asian Studies. 2023. Vol. 14 (1). P. 30–42. https://doi.
org/10.1177/18793665231159684. 
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South. The author also notes that Rashidov pos-
sessed the ability to establish personal relation-
ships with leaders of countries and movements11.

Domestic diplomacy versus foreign 
diplomacy

In 1994, Richard Ned Lebow and Janice Gross 
Stein’s monograph We Lost Everything in the Cold 
War, focused on the diplomatic activities of Sharaf 
Rashidov. The authors assess Rashidov as a re-
gional diplomat who served as a mediator be-
tween the Center, Central Asian countries, and the 
countries of the Global South. He skillfully adapt-
ed to the Center’s demands and found common 
ground with Central Asian national elites to main-
tain stability in the region.

The authors believe that Rashidov’s success in 
foreign policy was rooted in his efforts to reduce 
confrontation between various elite groups with-
in Uzbekistan. Thus, Rashidov contributed to 
maintaining regional stability and advancing Sovi-
et interests both in Central Asia and in several 
countries of the Global South. Overall, the authors 
conclude that Rashidov’s influence on Soviet for-
eign policy was largely indirect; he was more of an 
“internal diplomat”12. Shokhzhakhon Rashidov ex-
pressed a counter-view in a 2021 publication on 
Rashidov’s role in Soviet foreign policy in the 
1950s. The author concluded that Rashidov played 
a key role in fulfilling the USSR’s foreign policy ob-
jectives during the Cold War. His contribution ex-
tends beyond regional policy, encompassing the 
Soviet Union’s international contacts with coun-
tries in the Global South and the Global East13.

Rational diplomacy

In 2022, U. Khasanov in his article came up with 
the concept of rationality in Sharaf Rashidov’s di-

11 Numonzoda S. Sharof Rashidov’s Role in Cold War Diplo-
macy: A Soviet Uzbekistan Perspective // Formosa Journal of 
Multidisciplinary Research (FJMR) 2023. Vol. 2. № 10. 
P. 1673–1682.
12 Lebow R.N., Stein J.G. We All Lost the Cold War. Series: Princ-
eton Studies in International History and Politics. Princeton 
University Press, 1994.
13 Rashidov Sh. The role of Sharof Rashidov in the foreign pol-
icy of the USSR (50 years of the XX century) // American 
Journal of social and humanitarian research. 2021. Vol. 2. 
№ 5. P. 112–115.

plomacy. The author examined Rashidov’s me
thodology as a rational actor diplomacy, charac-
terized by maximizing the interests of Central 
Asian countries while minimizing risks. Khasanov 
views Rashidov as a strategist in foreign policy 
management, taking into account the interests of 
both the Soviet Union as a whole and Uzbekistan, 
specifically, while taking into account global polit-
ical trends. Sharaf Rashidov’s approach was to 
leverage Uzbekistan’s national traditions, their 
flexibility, and their rapid adaptation to changing 
political conditions to influence the global South. 
The author characterizes this approach as a ratio-
nal choice in diplomacy14.

Thus, it can be tentatively concluded that the 
themes of “rational diplomacy” and “domestic di-
plomacy” or “foreign diplomacy” are new to the 
historiography of Sharaf Rashidov’s diplomatic 
activities. However, themes on the role of Soviet 
Muslims in the implementation of the “New East-
ern Policy”, as well as Rashidov’s cultural and eco-
nomic diplomacy as “soft power”, are actively ex-
plored in historiography. A serious gap in the his-
toriography concerns Rashidov’s diplomacy in 
Western countries. This is evidenced by the confu-
sion even in the dating of his visits. For example, 
Cucciolla’s publication provides contradictory 
dates for Rashidov’s visits to Finland, Yugoslavia, 
Italy, and Czechoslovakia. The banner at the Rashi-
dov Monumental Museum in Jizzakh states that 
the Uzbek leader visited Austria (1969), Bulgaria 
(1975), Czechoslovakia (1976), Finland (1954), 
France (1959, 1967), Ireland (1962), Italy (1964), 
and Yugoslavia (1963)15. In fact, Sharaf Rashidov 
visited Finland in 1955, Yugoslavia in 1965, Italy 
in 1970, and Czechoslovakia in 198016.

Conclusion

The literature review revealed several research 
discourses within the study of Sharaf Rashidov’s 
diplomacy. The discourse “Soviet Muslims in the 

14 Khasanov U. Sharaf Rashidov in rational choice diploma-
cy  // Xalqaro munosabatlar. Fanlararo ilmiy-nazariy jurnal. 
International Affairs Interdisciplinary Scientific and Theoret-
ic Journal. 2022. № 5-6. P. 69-74.
15 Cucciolla R.M. Sharaf Rashidov and the international di-
mensions of Soviet Uzbekistan... 
16 Muminov I.T. Foreign visits of Sharaf Rashidov 1955-1983. 
Collection of materials. Tashkent: Niso nashriyot va matbaa 
uyi, 2025.
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context of the ‘New Eastern Policy’” demonstrates 
that Sharaf Rashidov was recruited by the Soviet 
leadership to demonstrate harmonious relations 
between the traditional Asian Muslim world and 
the socialist one. This, in turn, contributed to the 
successful promotion of Soviet ideology in Muslim 
countries in Asia and Africa. The discourse “cul-
tural, economic, and scientific diplomacy” demon-
strates how Sharaf Rashidov used soft power to 
advance Soviet foreign policy, which in turn led to 
the expansion of the Uzbek SSR’s geoeconomic 
and geostrategic ties. The discourse of “internal 
diplomacy” presents Sharaf Rashidov as a skilled 
mediator not only between the Soviet Union’s cen-
ter and the Central Asian Soviet republics but also 
within Uzbekistan, contributing to the republic’s 
economic, cultural, scientific, and social modern-
ization. As an “external” diplomat, Rashidov, on 

the one hand, served as the official representative 
of the Soviet Union, while on the other, facilitated 
interactions with the USSR for countries in the 
Global South. Sharaf Rashidov’s open and friendly 
interactions with peoples similar in tradition and 
culture, who had recently liberated themselves 
from colonialism, strengthened ties between the 
USSR and them and created a positive image of the 
Soviet state. Furthermore, Rashidov is portrayed 
as a prudent politician and diplomat who took a 
realistic approach to global changes and skillfully 
adapted to them. Thus, the emerging historiogra-
phy of Sharaf Rashidov’s diplomatic mission 
demonstrates a transition from fragmentary cov-
erage of the topic to a more holistic and multifac-
eted understanding of the specifics of Sharaf 
Rashidov’s diplomacy in the context of new inter-
pretations of Soviet diplomacy as a whole.
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Abstract. The article reviews two modern Kazakh monographs addressing the history of everyday 
life of Kazakhstani urban population during the Soviet period. Although considered a relatively new 
area, the history of everyday life is an established trend for Kazakhstani historical knowledge – in line 
with the global trends. The review examines the book by M. Kozybayeva, which covers the period of the 
1920s – 1930s, and a monograph written by a research team led by Z. Saktaganova, which looks at the 
post-war period up to the 1990s. Both books are an essential contribution to the study of the social his-
tory of Kazakhstan, based on an extensive source base, including archival documents and oral history 
materials. At the same time, the monographs have a shortcoming common to many post-Soviet studies: 
while claiming to study “everyday life,” historians often replace an analysis of specific strategies and 
practices employed by people with a quantitative description of their living conditions. Consequently, a 
person as a historical actor disappears from historical research. The authors of the monographs under 
review mitigate this issue by incorporating memoirs; nevertheless, they do not completely solve it. Such 
interpretation of everyday life is quite different from that in the Western tradition, which typically draws 
on microhistory and qualitative analysis. The above considerations underscore the importance of aca-
demic dialogue between Russian and Kazakhstani historians, so that a proper methodology for studying 
the common Soviet past could be developed.

Keywords: history of everyday life, social history, Soviet period, Kazakhstan, urban population, strat-
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Over the years of sovereignty of Kazakhstan, 
the country’s historical research has been re-
vamping its theoretical and methodological 
groundwork. In recent decades, historians have 
been actively developing crucial areas of study 
and novel approaches. Contemporary history is 
paying increased attention to the study of every-
day life and the living of ordinary people in the 
midst of major historical events. Meanwhile, “ev-
eryday life” is given an extremely wide interpreta-
tion, ranging from the history of customs and 
mundane routines to that of behavioral strategies 
and practices of different population groups fac-

ing various political, socio-economic, and cultural 
challenges. In this regard, addressing the history 
of everyday life by Kazakhstani scholars is in line 
with the global trends. Therefore, it is worth con-
sidering the approaches taken and results 
achieved by Kazakhstani colleagues in this area. It 
is also essential to find out whether the study of 
everyday life by Kazakhstani historians demon-
strates any peculiar features as compared to Rus-
sian and global historiography.

According to Zauresh Saktaganova, one of the 
leading researchers of everyday life in Kazakh-
stan, this area of Kazakh historical science is rela-
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tively new and has only intensely developed over 
the last decade. During this time, research teams 
have been formed and a substantial body of pa-
pers have been published. It is no coincidence that 
two books appeared almost simultaneously, each 
one delving into the history of everyday life of Ka-
zakhstani urban population throughout almost 
the entire 20th century. A monograph by the well-
known Kazakhstani historian Makhbat Kozybaeva 
explores everyday life of townspeople in Northern 
Kazakhstan in the first decades of Soviet power. 
The other monograph reviewed was written by a 
research team from the Center for Ethnocultural, 
Historical, and Anthropological Research at Kara-
ganda University, led by Doctor of Historical Sci-
ences, Professor Z.G. Saktaganova, and looks at the 
history of everyday life of Kazakhstani urban pop-
ulation. The latter book aims to reconstruct every-
day urban life in Central Kazakhstan over the 
post-war period and the years that followed, up to 
the early 1990s. 

Even though these books depict everyday lives 
of city dwellers in different regions of Kzakhstan, 
together they create a broad picture that is repre-
sentative of the entire urban population of the 
country. There is no comprehensive study of ev-
eryday life in Kazakhstan during the Great Patriot-
ic War, which is a major gap. However, research on 
this topic is already underway, and some of it is 
presented in publications by Z.G. Saktaganova and 
her colleagues on the lives of women during the 
war. Arguably, an exciting research direction, or 
rather, a research school has emerged in Kazakh-
stani historical science. That school explores the 
history of everyday life. 

The two monographs have a shared theme and 
a similar structure; therefore, it seems logical to 
consider them in one review. On the other hand, 
they differ significantly in the scope of issues cov-
ered and the perspective from which they exam-
ine the everyday life of city dwellers during the 
period under study. In addition to the introduc-
tion, conclusion and four chapters, the book M.M. 
Kozybaeva’s contains appendices, a glossary, and 
a list of abbreviations. It is the author’s under-
standing of the subject area and theoretical as-
pects of research that determines the structure of 
the monograph. The first two sections of the first 
chapter define the starting points of the study: the 
author describes her methodology, dwells upon 

the evolution of the history of everyday life as a 
relatively new direction in historical research, and 
traces the main stages and most important mile-
stones in the historiography of the topic. In this 
chapter, M.M. Kozybaeva demonstrates her schol-
arship and expertise in both Kazakh and foreign 
historiography, including the Russian one. 

However, the literature review is perplexingly 
imbalanced. While the collection of foreign and 
Russian publications referred to is limited to those 
most helpful in discussing the chosen topic, Ka-
zakh historiography is excessively reviewed or 
listed, including papers by archaeologists and his-
torians on antiquity, the Middle Ages, and the 
pre-revolutionary period. On the other hand, 
Kozybaeva performs a meticulous analysis of Ka-
zakh historiography proper, which is directly re-
lated to the subject matter. 

The source base of M. Kozybaeva’s research is 
vast and presented in the book in a highly profes-
sional manner. Notably, in addition to the archival 
materials familiar to historians, the author makes 
extensive use of periodicals and personal sources, 
without which adequate coverage of everyday his-
tory would be hardly possible.

In the main part of her study, M. Kozybaeva 
seeks to cover the issues that determine people’s 
existence in everyday urban life in the context of 
the urbanization process in Kazakhstan and the 
formation of the urban socio-demographic struc-
ture. In Chapter Two, the author not only reveals 
the close connection between these processes and 
the turning points in the history of the USSR, but 
also traces certain country-specific features. 
During this period, the majority of the Kazakh 
population were leading a nomadic or rural life-
style; only a small part of the Kazakhs moved to 
the cities, accounting for about one-sixth of the 
total urban population. Another characteristic of 
the demographic structure of the cities studied 
was the significant proportion of special settlers 
(5.5%) in the population (pp. 61–62). During the 
famines of the early 1920s, late 1920s, and early 
1930s, some of the starving tried to find salvation 
by fleeing to the cities. The impact of this process 
on the development of cities in Northern Kazakh-
stan was more significant than that in other re-
gions of the USSR. 

Notably, the complexities and controversies of 
the period examined in the book lie in the simulta-
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neity of modernization processes (in other words, 
industrial development and cultural revival) and 
the accompanying calamities (such as famine, 
housing shortages, and repression). Classifying 
Stalin’s regime as totalitarian, as is the case in M. 
Kozybaeva’s book, reproduces the obsolete views 
about the nature of Soviet power, which have been 
intensively revised by global research community 
over the past decades. Today, there is a consensus 
in historiography that Stalinist power never had 
such total control over society as theorists of to-
talitarianism claim. This refers to both time and 
space. The “totalitarian” approach, with its dualis-
tic view of an all-powerful regime and its ev-
er-obedient subjects, not only distorts the histori-
cal picture, but also eliminates the need to look for 
other causes of adverse phenomena. Among those 
causes are initially inadequate living standards 
and low culture of the majority of the population 
in Kazakhstan as well as in the other Soviet repub-
lics.

Modern historiography tends to abandon the 
view of the Soviet Union as a unique “failed” ex-
periment; now, the “Soviet project” is seen as a 
variation within the global development, an “al-
ternative modernity.” Meanwhile, historians in the 
former Soviet republics, including Kazakh re-
searchers of social history, keep applying the the-
ory of totalitarianism rather extensively. This may 
be due to the fact that, being an overtly bipolar 
concept, this theory allows them to demonstrate 
the so-called “oppression” of the national periph-
eries in the USSR.

Indeed, it is hardly possible to find a compre-
hensive formula to characterize the Stalinist peri-
od of Soviet history. This could be the reason for 
the variations in the title of Chapter Two, Section 
Two. In the text of the monograph, it is called “The 
Dynamics of the Socio-Demographic Structure of 
the Urban Population of the Region During the 
Forced Soviet Forced Modernization,” while in the 
table of contents one can see a more neutral ver-
sion: “...during the period of Soviet social experi-
ments.” When referring to modernization, the epi-
thet “accelerated” seems more appropriate than 
“forced”, while the wording in the table of contents 
contributes little to the understanding of the peri-
od under study.

Chapter Two, Section Three dwells upon the de-
velopment of urban infrastructure, housing condi-

tions, and urban improvement tasks. This period 
was marked by a persistent shortage of urban 
housing all over the USSR; however, in my opinion, 
the housing crisis in the cities of Northern Ka-
zakhstan was less acute than, for instance, in Sibe-
ria. That said, as all over the Soviet Union, the 
growth of the urban population in Kazakhstan 
outpaced the commissioning of new housing. No-
tably, unlike the previous two sections, where sta-
tistical data prevail, this one focuses more on dis-
tinctive problems of everyday life.

In Chapters Three and Four, M. Kozybaeva at-
tempted to take a closer look at what city dwellers 
were engaged in at work and at home. Chapter 
Three identifies social groups according to the na-
ture of their employment and reveals characteris-
tics of those groups. Of particular interest is the 
account of the exclusive category “lishentsy” (plu-
ral for “lishenets”, a disenphranchized person) 
and their circumstances in Kazakhstan.

The standard of living of the urban population 
is given regrettably little attention. The brief ac-
count of nominal wages (pp. 91–92) and the 
equally compact and vague report of the family 
budgets of Petropavlovsk residents in 1931 (pp. 
98–99) can hardly create a complete picture of ev-
eryday survival in the adverse conditions of those 
days. Nevertheless, the other chapters present 
ample and conclusive evidence of the dire finan-
cial situation the Northern Kazakhstani urban 
population confronted. For example, this point is 
also supported in Section Two of Chapter Three, 
dealing with the development of trade and public 
catering during the period, which the author, in 
my opinion, somewhat inaccurately refers to as 
famine. It is unclear whether this term applies to 
the entire period discussed or certain segments of 
that.

In Chapter Three, Section Three, M. Kozybaeva 
addresses the provision of medical services to the 
population, and also provides a brief description 
of the physical culture movement and grassroots 
sports, which, in my opinion, belong to urban lei-
sure activities.

Chapter Four begins with a section on the trans-
formation of the urban family from the traditional 
to the partnership-based and nuclear type. The 
concluding point that the urban population lost its 
family values due to political repression is hardly 
plausible. Admittedly, cases where people aban-



Viktor Isaev  

The History of Everyday Life in Soviet Kazakhstan: A Review of Makhbat Kozybaeva’s Monograph 
55

doned their elderly parents or spouses were not 
so widespread. On the contrary, for the vast ma-
jority of the population, including in Kazakhstan, 
amidst enormous external challenges, family val-
ues only increased in importance. Overall, as 
Chapter Four addresses urban cultural environ-
ment, this section would seem more appropriate 
in the chapter on demography.

In my opinion, the section on education (pp. 
146–158) does little to complete the picture of ev-
eryday life in the city. Rather, the author describes 
the situation in the education system, the develop-
ment of schools and other educational institu-
tions, as well as the efforts to supplant religious 
education. Unfortunately, the monograph almost 
completely lacks any account of the religiosity of 
the population and the place of religion in every-
day life, which is a significant shortcoming of the 
study. The struggle of the Communist Party and 
the state against religion and the policy of perse-
cution of religious organizations are discussed in 
the following section; however, that passage does 
not directly relate to specific forms of everyday 
life.

The concluding section in the main part of the 
monograph looks at the ways city dwellers spent 
their leisure time and visit cultural institutions. 
However, here, as in many previous cases, the au-
thor offers a quantitative analysis rather than 
characterization of everyday urban life. First and 
foremost, one would expect to find data on the 
overall distribution of city dwellers’ free time, in 
which case the section would address not only 
righteous but also unacceptable forms of leisure 
activities. The latter do not receive any coverage 
in the monograph.

The conclusion of the book creates a dubious 
impression, which is due to the somewhat con-
fused and inconsistent rendering. As a result, a 
reader feels that the material collected and pre-
sented was not generalized to an adequate degree. 
M. Kozybaeva keeps reproducing what has already 
been said. There are regular, almost verbatim, rep-
etitions from certain section and chapter conclu-
sions, as well as a number of incoherent or illogi-
cal pieces. Meanwhile, there are quite a few sound 
inferences and broad generalizations that could 
be extracted from the overly extensive text. The 
picture of everyday urban life in Northern Ka-
zakhstan in the pre-war period is complemented 

by statistical tables, photographs, and excerpts 
from residents’ memoirs, compiled in 28 appendi-
ces. 

Summing up, the weaknesses identified do not, 
on the whole, prevent one from giving M. Kozy-
baeva’s monograph a positive review. Obviously, a 
noteworthy monograph on the Stalinist period in 
the history of the Kazakh people has appeared, 
opening up various aspects of everyday life to the 
reader. The book is a well-written, logically struc-
tured and readable text; besides, it has an impres-
sive design. We can compliment the author on the 
release of her work onto the big stage of historical 
knowledge: the book is an edition of 1,000 copies, 
which many academic institutions cannot afford 
these days.

The second book under review was written by a 
group of scholars in Karaganda led by Professor 
Zauresh Saktaganova. Over the last decade, this 
team has been conducting very successful re-
search into everyday history. This synthesizing 
piece of writing, published in 2024, examines the 
everyday life of the urban population in Central 
Kazakhstan from the post-war period to the last 
years of the Soviet state. Arguably, the monograph 
can be regarded as a summation on the theme.

The structure of the text is quite similar to that 
of M. Kozybaeva’s monograph. Based on the objec-
tive set, the book first examines the living condi-
tions of city dwellers and then moves on to de-
scribe their everyday lives. The monograph con-
sists of three parts, demographics, material condi-
tions, and culture, with each particular issue ad-
dressed in a separate chapter and each chapter 
further divided into sections. Each section consid-
ers a specific period of time. In all chapters but 
two, the material is quite logically divided into 
three stages: the post-war, or Stalinist, period; the 
Khrushchev period, which also includes the sec-
ond half of the 1960s; the last two decades of the 
Soviet state. The authors have meticulously col-
lected factual material, which undoubtedly pro-
vides a sound basis for studying a wide range of 
issues in the history of Kazakhstan. A serious 
drawback is that the introduction contains no in-
formation about the methodology or source base 
of the study; therefore, readers have to make their 
own judgements on the completeness of those. 

Part One deals with the demographic develop-
ment of the population of Central Kazakhstan’s 
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cities, their housing conditions and medical care, 
urban infrastructure development, and urban im-
provement. The authors have collected and syn-
thesized a vast amount of material from various 
sources. Notably, the major source is archival ma-
terials which have not been employed by research-
ers before. Overall, the picture of social develop-
ment in the cities of Central Kazakhstan is painted 
in considerable detail. Nevertheless, the book is 
not particularly informative about the people 
themselves: how they lived, what their thoughts 
and feelings were, what strategies and practices 
they devised for everyday life. To shed light on 
such matters, one needs special, primarily person-
al, sources. The authors solved this issue to a cer-
tain extent by turning to recollections of city resi-
dents they gathered. However, these oral testimo-
nies do not cover all aspects of the study; besides, 
one should be somewhat skeptical about oral his-
tory as it is often distorted under the pressure of 
the contemporary ideological and political situa-
tion.

It is Part Two that is more concerned with ev-
eryday life, analyzing the financial situation of the 
urban population based on data on family bud-
gets, as well as the state of public catering and 
trade in cities. In my opinion, the title of this chap-
ter, “Quality of Life of the Urban Population,” is not 
quite suitable since the situation in healthcare and 
culture, which are addressed in the previous and 
subsequent parts, has an equal impact on quality 
of life. The title of the Section Three in Chapter 
Five, “Consumer Characteristics of the Popula-
tion...”, also seems misleading; consumption char-
acteristics would be more appropriate. Overall, 
Part Two enables adequate account of the situa-
tion as extensive statistical data here are supple-
mented by memoirs.

Part Three looks at the cultural environment 
in the cities, as well as the behavior and tradi-
tions of residents relating the perception and 
consumption of culture. This part includes a sep-
arate chapter discussing the status of religious 
institutions and residents’ attitudes toward reli-
gion, which is an apparent merit. The concluding 
chapter, dealing with deviant behavior and crime, 
is also highly significant. Here, more than in the 
other chapters, attention is paid to the actual liv-
ing of city residents, although the authors failed 
to avoid the excessive focus on the activities of 

the state and its institutions, which is the case 
throughout book.

Overall, due to the high competence of the team, 
extensive data collected, and their previous re-
search experience in this area, Karaganda schol-
ars created a comprehensive and vivid depiction 
of everyday urban life in Central Kazakhstan from 
the end of World War II until the final years of the 
Soviet Union.

Importantly, not only do the extensive materials 
collected by the authors cover issues related to 
the everyday life in Central Kazakhstan, but they 
also address the socio-economic and, to some ex-
tent, political history of the Kazakh SSR and the 
USSR as a whole. In the introduction to the book, 
Z. Sakhtaganova explains that the book content 
goes beyond the scope of the research as an at-
tempt to fill some of the numerous gaps in Kazakh 
historiography (p. 13). In this regard, the authors 
have undertaken a valuable and fruitful study, 
which will be gratefully received by both fellow 
scholars and anyone interested in Soviet history. 
Overall, the book is praiseworthy for its thorough-
ness, versatility, and impressive size, and is un-
doubtedly an important contribution to the histo-
riography of the Kazakh and other peoples of Ka-
zakhstan.

In conclusion, I would like to make an import-
ant point. The two monographs reviewed, like 
many Russian and Kazakhstani publications 
claiming to be studies of everyday life, share a ma-
jor weakness. Most authors, declaring their goal 
to be the examination of everyday life, which im-
plies, first and foremost, analyzing the forms of 
living and, ultimately, characterizing the lifestyle, 
in the course of narration, shift their focus to de-
scribing the conditions in which this living took 
place. As a result, we receive traditional quantita-
tive characteristics of the spheres in which every-
day life takes place: primarily, households and 
communal infrastructure; also, economics, poli-
tics, education, and culture; occasionally, the 
workplace. At the same time, the authors usually 
supplement their presentation with examples tak-
en from memoirs, or, less frequently, from other 
personal sources. By and large, such accounts 
hardly make a significant contribution to existing 
research on the development of such areas as 
housing construction, the healthcare system and 
network of medical institutions, or school and 



Viktor Isaev  

The History of Everyday Life in Soviet Kazakhstan: A Review of Makhbat Kozybaeva’s Monograph 
57

university education in a particular region. Clear-
ly, without a thorough understanding of a person’s 
environment, it is impossible to conceive and de-
scribe his/her lifestyle and activities. However, 
this study may well be considered a preliminary 
stage in exploration of everyday life, which should 
be followed by a comprehensive and detailed ex-
amination of the actual living of specific individu-
als as representatives of different social groups. 
Many historians simply do not take the latter step; 
in their view, by merely describing quantitative 
characteristics of living conditions they character-
ize people’s everyday lives. As a result, an individ-
ual as a historical actor disappears from the pages 
of their writings.

The authors of the publications reviewed, like 
many other historians, attempt to offset this dis-
advantage by incorporating memoirs, but this 
does not solve the problem. In addition to being 
evidently subjective, memoirs are usually narrow 
and fragmentary, and do not create a comprehen-
sive, multifaceted picture of everyday life. Essen-
tially, research which is clearly aimed at exploring 
the history of everyday life necessarily implies a 
targeted and systematic analysis of the entire 
range of human activities.

The relevance of this issue is also evidenced by 
the marked contrast between the content of the 
writings by foreign scholars, the pioneers of 
studying everyday history, and that of most pa-
pers by Russian and Kazakh historians. The for-
mer, do not, as a rule, provide quantitative charac-
teristics of the person’s environment. What they 
typically do is to perform qualitative analysis, 
which often draws on a specific example of the liv-
ing of an individual and/or social group. Not sur-

prisingly, in the West, the history of everyday life 
is quite closely linked to microhistory, mental and 
local history, and, more broadly, to sociology and 
social philosophy. In my opinion, this dissimilarity 
is due to the Soviet historiographical tradition 
with its focus on quantitative analysis, which is 
common to historians in Russia and Kazakhstan.

It is not easy to shift the focus from describing 
living conditions to exploring everyday life itself. 
The body of sources accessible is virtually insuffi-
cient for that, while the available archival data is 
largely quantitative. As a result, an account of 
what is claimed to be the history of everyday life, 
eventuates into the familiar task of counting the 
number of schools, theaters, and stores in a given 
region, as well as analyzing the state’s efforts to 
increase their number.

Nonetheless, the very focus of historians on the 
study of everyday life is beneficial for the progress 
of historical knowledge in the post-Soviet coun-
tries. Importantly, scholars are considering the ar-
eas and issues essentially underresearched or ig-
nored by positivist history. The content of histori-
cal publications has become multifaceted, making 
them more engaging not only for scholars but also 
for the general public.

In this regard, the reviewed books by Kazakh-
stani historians are illustrative of how this issue 
has been gradually overcome. Hopefully, academic 
contacts between Russian and Kazakh historians, 
discussions in journals, at various forums and 
conferences, as well as mutual reviews of the most 
interesting publications, will help the research 
communities of both countries devise an effective 
strategy for exploring their shared Soviet past, in-
cluding the history of everyday life.



Historical Research in Central Asia:  

Analysis and Critique. Scientific Journal   № 1 / 2026
58 REVIEWS 

УДК 94(575.2)“1941/1945”:94(47+57)“1941/1945”:623 (049.32)      DOI 10.31518/3033-9332-2026-1-7-en

Roman Romanov 
Candidate of Sciences (History), Senior Researcher, Institute of History of the Siberian Branch  
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibirsk, Russia, e-mail: rromanov1981@mail.ru 
ORCID: 0000-0001-9527-8037

A REVIEW OF THE BOOKS “KYRGYZSTAN:  
THE MILESTONES OF THE STATEHOOD. YEARS SCARRED  

BY THE WAR. A TRIBUTE TO THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF THE SOVIET PEOPLE’S VICTORY IN THE GREAT PATRIOTIC 

WAR”. BISHKEK: MAXPRINT, 2025. 624 P.;  
“THE DEFENSE INDUSTRY OF KYRGYZSTAN: 1941–1945.  

A COLLECTION OF DOCUMENTS”. BISHKEK: DEMI, 2025. 180 P.*

Abstract. This article provides a review of the multi-authored popular science monograph “Kyrgyz-
stan: the Milestones of the Statehood. Years Scarred by the War. A Tribute to the 80th Anniversary of the 
Soviet People’s Victory in the Great Patriotic War” and the collection of documents “The Defense Indus-
try of Kyrgyzstan: 1941-1945.” The monograph reflects the history of the many-sided development of 
the Kirghiz SSR before and during the Great Patriotic War. The book mainly depicts military, ideological, 
political, economic, and labor mobilizations, as well as the deeds of Kyrgyz soldiers. The collection in-
cludes 94 documents, extracted from eight depositories of the Central State Archives of the Kyrgyz Re-
public, the Central State Archives of Political Documentation of the Kyrgyz Republic, the Central State 
Archives of Film and Photo Documents of the Kyrgyz Republic, and the Issyk-Kul Regional Archives. The 
archival materials include Communist Party and government directives as well as administrative re-
cords, which enable a preliminary reconstruction of the creation and activities of the defense enterpris-
es in the Kirghiz SSR between 1941 and 1945. 

Keywords: Great Patriotic War, USSR, the rear, Kyrgyzstan, defense industry, mobilization.

The 80th anniversary of Victory has been a 
milestone in preserving the memory of the Great 
Patriotic War over the post-Soviet space in the 
first quarter of the 21st century. One of the ways 
of constructing historical memory is presenting 
popular science publications timed to coincide 
with the upcoming Victory Day. This tradition 
originated in the late Soviet Union and has contin-
ued in those CIS countries where Victory Day is 
celebrated annually. Among the latter are the 
states of Central Asia, including Kyrgyzstan. In 
2025, the book “Kyrgyzstan: the Milestones of the 
Statehood. Years Scarred by the War. A tribute to 
the 80th Anniversary of the Soviet People’s Victo-
ry in the Great Patriotic War” was published in 
Bishkek. The anniversary reference in the title in-

dicates that the country is purposefully imple-
menting commemorative practices aimed at pre-
serving cultural continuity regarding the Soviet 
past. This policy brings together the perspectives 
of the state elites of the Russian Federation and 
Kyrgyzstan in the face of external ideological chal-
lenges. Mutual recognition of the fact that there is 
a common denominator in both national histories 
is one of the tools for strengthening good-neigh-
borly relations. With regard to mass conscious-
ness, it blocks the temptations of ethnic national-
ism and hinders the mechanisms of mental divi-
sion and confrontation between the two peoples, 
who are united by a shared historical destiny.

In this context, the concept of Kyrgyzstan as an 
integral part of the USSR during the Great Patriot-

* This article has been produced as part of a government-commissioned research project entitled “Socio-economic Potential of 
the Eastern Regions of Russia in the 20th – early 21st Centuries: Strategies and Practices of Management, Dynamics and Geopo-
litical Context” (FWZM-2024-0005).
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ic War reflects the methodological approach ap-
plied by the researchers of the entire Soviet peri-
od in the republic’s history, according to which 
Soviet Kyrgyz statehood played a beneficial role in 
the fate of the Kyrgyz people. The key constituents 
of the authors’ conceptual position appear to be 
the desire to establish historical continuity be-
tween the Kyrgyz SSR and post-Soviet Kyrgyzstan 
along with the inclusion of war-time memories in 
the national identity of Kyrgyz people. 

The publication under review consists of seven 
units, which are quite logically organized around 
both the problems addressed and chronology. The 
first unit looks at the early stages of the Kyrgyz 
SSR on the eve of the Great Patriotic War. It con-
siders various aspects of the administrative and 
political structure as well as the large-scale so-
cio-economic and cultural transformation of the 
Soviet republic. The unit describes the processes 
of intensive industrialization and modernization 
that contributed to the progress made in industry 
and agriculture. The authors discuss the major ad-
vances in the elimination of illiteracy, the develop-
ment of education, science, and culture, the im-
provement of welfare, and the formation of a new 
Soviet identity for the Kyrgyz people.

The following five units (II–VI) contain extensive 
factual and statistical data about the Kyrgyz SSR 
during the Great Patriotic War. They consistently 
reveal the challenges of the early wartime days, the 
role of Kyrgyzstan as a reliable rear area, the 
achievements made and challenges faced in the 
country’s way to economic transformation, chang-
es in its social and cultural life, and the human di-
mension of the Victory. The pressures of the early 
days of the war are shown through the prism of 
military mobilization; the military volunteer move-
ment; the accumulation of reserves for the active 
army; the mobilization of material resources for 
the needs of the front; ideological, informational 
and propagandistic practices. The book discusses 
the evacuation of factories, research and educa-
tional institutions, orphanages, and the population, 
as well as the relocation and resettlement of de-
ported peoples, which illustrates the significance of 
the Kirghiz SSR as a rear area.

When explaining the economic transformation 
of Kyrgyzstan, the authors consider the processes 
involved in the launch of relocated factories, the 
adjustment of military production, the extraction 

of valuable raw materials for the defense industry, 
the functioning of railways, energy infrastructure, 
agriculture, household plots, and the taxation sys-
tem.

An analysis of labor mobilization practices; the 
use of adolescent, pensioner, and female labor; 
supply rationing; social support for vulnerable 
groups; universal military training; the develop-
ment of healthcare, sports and fitness, school and 
university education, culture and arts, ranging 
from literature to cinema, allowed the authors to 
reconstruct the transformations in the social and 
cultural life of Kyrgyz people during the war years. 
The human dimension of victory is also demon-
strated through the dynamics of population size 
and natural population change; frontline casualty 
statistics; emergency migrations (evacuation, 
re-evacuation, and deportation). Overall, the main 
units of the book paint the picture of the compre-
hensive development of the Kirghiz SSR amidst a 
combination of large-scale military, labor, eco-
nomic, ideological, and political mobilizations.

The last unit commemorates Kyrgyzstan’s he-
roes in the Great Patriotic War. It includes 75 bi-
ographical profiles of Kyrgyzstan soldiers. Each 
entry contains information about their lives and 
military careers, heroic deeds, military ranks and 
titles, awards, deaths on the battlefield or post-
war lives, and memorial symbols honoring the he-
roes. This part of the book allows us to personal-
ize the Kyrgyz people’s contribution to the Victory. 
The most fascinating pieces are the personal his-
tories of famous Kyrgyzstanis: Zuurkan Kainaza-
rova, who became Hero of Socialist Labor twice; 
Rafy Aidarbekova, the first female doctor in Kyr-
gyzstan; Toktogon Altibasarova, the village coun-
cil chairperson who fostered 150 children, and 
others. These biographies evidence civic loyalty 
towards both the great Soviet homeland and the 
small Kyrgyz homeland.

Notably, the same degree of informativeness 
can not be attributed to the coverage of everyday 
life in the Kirghiz SSR during wartime, which is 
rather fragmentary. Without a separate section on 
the living conditions and cultural leisure activities 
of Kyrgyzstanis in the rear areas, the human di-
mension of victory reconstructed in the book re-
mains incomplete.

Another significant contribution into the pres-
ervation of historical memory of the role played 
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by Soviet Kyrgyzstan during the Great Patriotic 
War is the publication of archival documents on 
the establishment and operations of the repub-
lic’s defense industry in the first half of the 1940s. 
A pivotal moment in modern Kyrgyz historiogra-
phy was the publication of the document collec-
tion “The Defense Industry of Kyrgyzstan. 1941–
1945” (Bishkek, 2025), prepared by employees 
of the Central State Archives of the Kyrgyz Re-
public. In total, this edition contains 94 docu-
ments stored in eight collections of the Central 
State Archives of the Kyrgyz Republic, the Central 
State Archives of Political Documentation of the 
Kyrgyz Republic, the Central State Archives of 
Film and Photo Documents of the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic, and the Issyk-Kul Regional Archives. Included 
are Communist Party and government directives 
and administrative documents that allow to ten-
tatively reconstruct the history of the establish-
ment and activities of Kyrgyzstan’s defense en-
terprises.

The structure of the collection is traditional for 
documentary publications. The array of docu-
ments is preceded by an introduction, conveying 
the following characteristic concept of Kyrgyz his-
toriography: the Soviet Union “used to be our 
great Motherland,” and the republic was its inte-
gral part. The contribution of the Kyrgyz SSR to 
the victory in the Great Patriotic War is revealed 
through the documented facts and figures on the 
mobilization of Kyrgyzstanis to the frontline, the 
formation of national military units, the collection 
of warm clothing for Red Army soldiers, raising 
funds for producing arms and munitions, training 
production workers in the state labor reserve sys-
tem, the reception and settlement of evacuees, 
and the construction of new factories. Overall, the 
introductory part of the publication offers a com-
prehensive account of the mobilization develop-
ment of the Soviet Kirghiz republic during war-
time.

The core of the collection consists of declassi-
fied documents from the archives of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Kirghiz 
Republic, the Council of People’s Commissars of 
the Soviet Union and the Kirghiz SSR, the Presid-
ium of the Supreme Soviet of the Kirghiz Repub-
lic, as well as archives of defense enterprises. The 
totality of documents included falls into two 
qualitatively distinct categories. The first one 

comprises directives from state and Communist 
Party bodies that exercised administrative, polit-
ical, and economic leadership on the scale of the 
republic. They contain mobilization decisions on 
organizing the production of tools, weapons, and 
ammunition, evacuating and relocating factories, 
adjusting power supply, installing equipment at 
production facilities, constructing factory build-
ings, operating defense enterprises, repairing ve-
hicles for the Red Army, preparing industrial la-
bor reserves, mobilizing the unemployed work-
ing-age population, accounting for and distribut-
ing the workforce, and organizing socialist com-
petition. Overall, the policy documents allow 
readers of the collection to see the range of is-
sues that fell within the competence of the Soviet 
Union and Kirghiz authorities regarding the or-
ganization and development of the military econ-
omy in the republic.

The second category embraces administrative 
documents from various levels of hierarchy, from 
the highest state and Communist Party authorities 
to factory directors. Among the documents are re-
ports of several types, explanatory statements, 
letters, messages, petitions, certificates, lists, and 
plans. The unit also includes correspondence be-
tween various officials on issues such as evacua-
tion; construction; production; material and tech-
nical supply; personnel recruitment and training; 
community amenities; socialist competition; em-
ployee awards.

Departmental and factory records provide a 
concrete picture of the conditions for locating 
and commissioning evacuated enterprises, stab-
lishing electric power systems and supplying 
military factories with electricity, fulfilling plans 
and orders for the production of defense sup-
plies, and the overall development of industry in 
the Kirghiz SSR between 1941 and 1945. The col-
lection is significantly less informative about the 
mobilization of employees for production, work-
force required for construction and installation 
work, establishment of factory and plant training 
schools, housing conditions of factory workers, 
assistance from the authorities in improving 
families’ living conditions, the procedure for re-
deeming food ration cards, results of socialist 
competition, and awarding top performers. On 
the whole, industrial issues naturally predomi-
nate in the publication under review.
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With regard to the internal situation at Kyrgyz-
stan’s military factories, the most thought-provoking 
source of information is the official correspondence 
between their directors and the respective People’s 
Commissariats on establishing and increasing the 
production of defense supplies. That helps identify 
the challenges faced while creating and developing 
defense industry enterprises in the republic in the 
first half of the 1940s. During the organization of 
weapons and ammunition production in late 1941 
and early 1942, there was interdepartmental confu-
sion in the planning of the quantity and nomencla-
ture of products manufactured for the front. For ex-
ample, the 1942 production plan for the Frunze Me-
chanical Plant was issued in seven versions, com-
piled by Glavselmash, the People’s Commissariat of 
Mortar Armament of the USSR, and the Council of 
People’s Commissars of the Kirghiz SSR. This case, 
demonstrated by the materials of the collection, re-
veals how the systematic coordination of the Soviet 
military economy implied by papers actually turned 
into anarchy of uncoordinated orders, which per-
plexed local shop floor management. Sources of this 
kind provide documentary grounds for confirming 
the following macro-theoretical assumption favored 
by modern economists: the socialist planning sys-
tem was essentially contradictory.

Ultimately, the point made above is funda-
mental in terms of how objective the authors’ 
vision of the Soviet period of the Kyrgyz state 
and society is. The publication under review 
features profound reverence for the goals and 
practices of building socialism in Kyrgyzstan as 
well as in the entire USSR. This, in turn, brings 
the language of contemporary national histo-
riography closer to the late Soviet historical 
narrative. This convergence lies in the exclu-
sively positive characterization of socialist mod-
ernization in Kyrgyzstan, which, according to 
advocates of this approach, was only marked by 
outstanding achievements. Undoubtedly, the 
state-building, economic, and socio-cultural de-
velopment of the republic prior to and during 
the Great Patriotic War brought many advantag-
es to the population. However, we should bear 
in mind the obvious traumas of the shared his-
torical past in the post-Soviet space, some of 
which this documentary collection reflects. The 
books under review demonstrate the subtle 
borderline between the deeply emotional mem-
ories of the multinational Soviet homeland, on 
the one hand, and the rational, scientific con-
cept of “the real socialism” with its macro-re-
gional specifics in Central Asia, on the other. 
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